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Juno 1y, 1976
rp. Frank Schuerhelz ‘
17 Commonwealih AVOs
widdlebown, il 10940

Dear FranXk: ' =
" Last lWednesday in connechbion with other travel, my wife and T
‘toek the oppertuniby U visit Speocdaville bo make inguiry abeut the
echuroh preporty which the Cenveontlen ts carrylng on its books at the
nominal value of & le : X '
e vlisit was an experiencs. speedsville is a ¥O small villagoe
4n the Tewn of caroline, Tonpkins Countye It 13 in tho Seoutheoast
scorner of the counby and only a few ysards inside the County line from
- fLoga Counbye AS WO drove inbe btown, which has a very nico 1little park
as 1ts conbter, I pulled apound the square to ask informatien at the
.crecory store. Tho door hud a "closed" sign up and noxt deer Lo the
‘atore was an epen let with an old gentleman sitbing dovm worlking sn
s whoeolbarrow full of spindlese 7hen I asked him 1f he sould tell Mo
anything aboub & Univeorsalist Churei 11 town, he pelintsd ocross the
park and sald " that is it".e ilis nane wasd Ceorge Lsborae, aged 70,
and he teld me his grandfather had nolped build tho church. [{is graat
uncle had ralsed the stocple and his fathnor built the pulplte. The
‘asteeple is now gono and the bell 1s 1n the attice. !lo sald he had never
boen a mombor eof the church as ssrvices had been alscentlnued viiile he
' . yas still a boy. lo ssid the last use eof the building os a church '
' ‘with a minlaster cenducting; services had been about 19le er 191ite
A few years lateor thepe was btalk of using the unoccupled church az a
econmunity halls. Une lady of tho few renaining old renbers Wil vary
upset at the sugestlon and pub a padleck eon the deoer and rontoved tho
church records te hor residencae. She 1s new doad and the recerds havo
“boen lest. ler aboub L0 years now {zlve er btake 10 yaars) the buildlng -
‘has been used as a cozuniby hall. ir. Osborno with the help of ono or b
men about his uge have kopt the bullding in repalr. Thero aro 3ome
‘minor rontals roaceived which do not nearly covesr the costs of upksops
Ho had a key and showed ua threugh the building which ia in poor
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conditione ilo also bold mo that the vacany leb beside the church was
part of the property, and in former yeoars when sepvices were hold there
had a shed for hersod and wazons feor tho churcih (00rss The sied i3 now
S0NGe MYy wifo teok pletures of the church bullding and lote Lr. Osborne
sald a number of yours age the fire departmentrwanted te buy the loi
2ncé bulld a fire house, but a search «¢id net disclese a deod, so they
wopre nobt able te buy and as a result bullt elsswhere. _ -
o After leaving Speodsville I choecked ab the County Ceurthouso in
ithaca, whora & cleark was very nelpful in chocking the records of deods
in the town »f Caroline, she found that the PFirst Universalist Seclety
153 tho tewn of Spoedsville had desded preperty consisting ef a churen
and lot to the Hew Yori State Cenventien of Univorsulists, en Docenber
28, 1928, walch doocd vas recoreded January T, 1929, Boek 215, page 419,
wnlch I roade The clerk further checked the racords from 1929 to 1950
but found ne ethor qeeds to thls proporvys he clork then relerrod ne
to tie Assessors Office whore shc sald all tax oxenmpt prepery vald listed
and whepre I might find out 1f the proporty was still listed under oither
the Fipst Unilversalis® Secleby of 5pecdsville, or the hew York State
' Conventlen ef Universalists. [ inaspected tho rocoprds eof the bax exenpd s ¢
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least ten er fiftoen years.

prepertiss in tho Town ef Carolins, which wpre not tos numercus but that .

T eceould poad sach listlng. In the Assessers rscords the preperty which

“{ts tho description and lecation eof the Universallst Church property
is @eseribed as Comme. llall, Speedsville; 13 Speodaville Coimie, 266
facrgs, full valuo of land o 160, full value of land and buildlngs
-& 9850 | - L ' SR
-~ Just playing guessing gamea frem the lnfermatien 1 have gathored
;4t seosms likely that the village just appropriated the bullding in
“the late btwenties or early thirties for a conmnity hall witheut
~actually aequiring formal titls. - S : C . ' E _
I can undppstand why the State Cenventlien did nebt recoenvey title -
te the lscal seoclety as was the custem, bosauss at that dale asegering
*te lire Osberne's acceunb, the lecal church had boen lnactive fer at !
Having ne knewledge of law I do net knew what the next meve should
“be, but at least I new havo sone dogumentation ‘te suppert and justify .
‘the eriginal entry on the Convenblens' books. : ' S
Do yeu have any suggestiens fer pursulng this matter further.

" Very truly yeura, . .
Gilbert F. Casaneva, Treasursr
#c0 ¢ Flnanco Cermittoe

- Harry A, Ther :
_ ‘James T. NeCollum -
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June 2, 1977

‘ CQRgaa 1ty
408 E. Malin ftreet
Endicott, New York
Attentiqni Vincent Petrolawicz
. Re: gneeds\ille Communlty Center

| Dear Mr. Petrolawinz:

You informed me that you have been authorized by the .

o Universal;st ¢hurch to list on the market real property which:

they own situate in the ¥Hamlet Of Speedaville which is oceupiod |
by the Speedsville Lommunity Club.. You Ffurt er stated that

said church apparently had a deed of record for such real prop=
erty. I inguired of a local reatdent and ascertained that for
at least 37 to 40 years. said premises have been occupled and
'maintained by the "Speedsville Comminity Centar®, and in my
opinion, their open and notoriocus possassion*as vegted title in-
. such group and has also divested the Universalimt Churech title

to such roal property. :

I am forwurding a carbon copy of t is letter to Willia
Osborn and to Robert Maynard, whom I have been informed rapraaent
~ the Speedsaville Community Center. I do advise such group to ascaer-
_ tain whether or not the Universelist Church has title of record
and LFf such is the fact, that it would be to theircbenafit to pay
$20.00 or $25.00 to obtain a quit claim deed from such ch;rch in
order to porfoct thelr title,

I inform:you that in my opinion, the Universalist Church
does not have marketable title to such property and any attempt to
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sell same to anyone ot:er than the Spaedaville Community Center o
would reuult 1n litigation. _ , '

"Voryitruiy‘ybdth;

. WALTER V. SCHULTE
WUS:thbh

¢C}» Mr. William onborn
- Mr. Robert Maynard




FORMER UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
SPEEDSYILLE, TOMPKINS COUNTY, NY



