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STATE OF NEW YORK -'. .n.
SUPREME COURT; 'NIAGARA. COUNTY

i

'

1 4

.

In the mEitter ·of 'the application

NEW YORK STATE CONVENTION OF UNIVERSALIST5
for leave·to sell Beal property-' . :'

TO' THE SUPREME. COURT OF THE STATE·' OF NEW .YORK, Bth Judicial·District.

1. The ijaide'of your petitionin-g corporatioh isYNEW YORK STATE . . .
CONVENTION OF UNIVERSALISTS. ··Its off'icors are :

Prquident -':Rev. John·M. At@ood, D.D. -Canton, New York

Vice-Pr.es.- H.W.Luttenton, - Albion; New York' , /··  . .

Treasurer - Fay C. Parsonis, - 12 Central Ave., Cortiand, · New York · ._

- Secretary - Rev.Fred C.Leining D.D.-526 Cumberland Ave.,Syracuse,New York

Trustees·:

Louis Annin Ames; 85 Fifth Ave., New York City j  +

George H. Bowers, Canton,-New...york' . 1.-·-74 0 1-:·'· '

Rev. Cornelius Greenway, 961 066>an Ave., Brooklyn,.'New. York

Rev. Robert Killam·, 1304 Genesee St., Utica, New York

Alfred L. Koup, 260 State'· street, Waterto·m,«New York 

Harold J. March, Middleport , New·York ]]22).

That the said organization was incorporated- .under'the

provisions of. Chapter 188 of the Lavid of 1862 6f th6 State of. New

York as amended by Chapters.356.of thesLaws. of: 1880; ,398. of the Laws .
I ' ....

bf '1902; 48 of the Laws of 1905 i '·35'of' t:Re. Laws' df 1907 and 231 of the
Laws·of 1918..·''L-f: : 2%:- 4· 5 .:1:2 :)Et ,

2.' -That yout petitiolnes. i·* 2 #611*ibus dorpo>atilon incorpotated
./ & . I. ...I-

for the diffusion .of 'Christian knowledge by meansof missionaries,

publications and other agenclos, with'pdwe*r. dnd:authority to hold real'

and personal property .to,· the value of ·Ten million dollars, to. be

devoted to.·the Universalists denomination in'the' State of New York.



.

S. » That .the real].property which yojr Petitioner desires to, -
sell' is described as follows : '.. 6 :,

ALL THAT TRACT• OR PARCEL OP LAND, ituate in· the City:of - '
Lockport, County 'of Niagara and State of'New York, being
part of farm .lot number twelve .(12) in the.fourteenth (14th)

'.Section of Township number fourteen ( 14) End sixth ( 6th).range,·.
and Bounded and particularly described · as followa: BEGINNING ,

z at the Intersection of the south bounds· of Ontario Street with
, . . .the eastbounds 'of Church Sti'eet ·in·said City .of Lockport,

according to. a certain map · or survey of:a part of the Village ·
(-now City)..of Lockport, made for, the preprietors thereof by
Jesse P. Haines, Surveyor, and.filed in, the :Office of the Clerk..
of the County' of·Niagara, *being .thu-northwest corner of .

. . Village (now City) lot.number f.ourr,(4).on-the south-side'of.
Ontario·Street/according-to said;map/·and running· th6nce south

. along the east. line of. said' Church Stre6t kbout eight (8)
rods .to land conv*ed, by deed to :The-Society.of the First
Free ·Congregational.·Church of. Lockport" 15*Darius Comatock; . 1
thehce -east. parallel withisaid Ontario Stree'tand *long thett
lands· 86 deeded :to sald..;ldst tmeil;tioned Socigty, to?the ,

, . northwest bounds"of '·Villa'ge (nb* City)16€ humber hix (6) of
:: . Canal Streati thence'north-easterly,along: thesaid northwest.

bounds Of ,said Village (now Cityt) lot number aix.(6)40 the
- ·southeast cotnerof said·lot numbet' fbui; (4); thence. north . ,

along the east.bounds of said lot number 'four (4) 'to.said , .,
. Ontario. Stteet; and thence west alobg sdid, Ontario; Street

- .  to: theplace·of ·beginning; contal.i.n'ihg'mote 'ozi less'. ··. Being . .:_ .
and. intended,to be the baine premises conveyed·by· deed b* James
Griawold and others ·to "The' First,Universalist·,Church and 4'. ..·

' Society of the Village of Lockportw which deed bears date the
24th day of.December,«1844 and is recorded'· in Niagara County .
Clerk's·Office· in Book af Deeds Noi/44 at'Page 483.

4. Th41; .the interests· of the corporation will. be' promoted ' ' ·" '

.'by the. sale of the -real,prdperty specified' for-the reason that· the

dervices of the Universalist denomination are:nd-longer held in.the ,1

City of Lockport nor ·in the Village of' Olcott, ·will ch was formerly

:served.by the-·ministerin. chdrge'of.the Lockport society. That the"

petitioning corporation has-· under the provisions of its. Charter taken

· title. to. And now..owns--the pr6perty which formerly belonged to. the . -<

Le kport· society and.has'sorheld the ·same for· over:twenty years last .· ..

past, . That.the Board- of 'Trustees of.youtpetitioning corporation

has been una'ble to obtain El sultable 'income·fram Said prop erty or

enough to pay 'the charges against' said property.and'to. keep the same »

in· proper repair.. ·.,That·,it·is proposad ,to ·sell this property set

forth in the petition for the sum 'of $5,000.00, which·sum less' ·· /:

exPenses will bring ·a'. larger net income .than.. the property now produces

.

,



:and bave much troot>Ie And expense in handling the same..

5. Thet such ·Bale·has·been authorized'by the vot'e 'o'f· at least'

two-thirds of its Directors or Tru:3tees and as' its charter provides.

6. The falr.market/valize ·of its other*eal and*ersonal property ·

is $500,00. ., 2 :.: 2 '···' .:- .and 1:he amount. Of'lts debts

. and- liabilities does not '-6xceed 5 · Had.no, debts . ' . f" Exuic:tbmczejgex

nqioeczga*Ore*bv.-             ./       .I         .

7.:.·,The'disposition 'proposed.to be maile from'themoneys, realized -'

from the sale is that: the Ahme. will be.kep€.with ·the.other funds ·

of. the corporation and invested.fr.om· time .,to time,-· the income only ' .,

. being used unless thesum shall be repaid to the Society·frommblch

the same came .or :as mBy·be provrded in it:s Charter df Incorporation.

: ' ' 8. That- Suotion 8,of:the Apticles·of Incorporation of your

petitioner as a*Bnded by Chapter-33:of the Laws. of 1907 provide · that f ...

your petitioner "shall. have. full poter' ind authority.and such power .

and authority 18 hereby given to,sell -and convey a'ny real.«estate.that  

.may be.acquired by this Actor pursuant'top#*6r vested in it by'the · · .»·
Religious. Corporations. Law or'otherwise. - without any previous applica-

tion to any .Court or Judge:th»eredf., "· i.· but. as t:he' Religious Corporations' 1

Law of-the. State'of New Yotk provides in. Sect;lion 12 thereof that a -1 ':

A':religious corporatioh shall,n61 '4011 anyof it#r'dal pboperty without
applying for .and obtaining-the.tledve of the .Coubt.therefor, pursuant

to the provistons: of Article 5«of the Gendral.Corporation Law,.this.

application.is mad.e' to the Court, and':

. ..Your"peti.tioner prays that thenedessary authority requirud by ·-

·.law be given your Petitioner to sell and:deed said property to the

First Presbyterian Church Society-'of Lockport, New York for the price

of·$5,000.00, which has been offered'·fbr- the-'same.

.Dated - September'- 18 · , 1941. ·NEW YORK STATE. CONVENTION.OF UNIVERSALISTS

-' »'L:.'. r·'JOHN. M. 'ATWOOD,, Pr'es: -



.

STATE. OF. NEW.:-YORK ' .:- '' 3
SS.·

COUNTY OF ·,'St. 2 Laence:' :. ,, V- ' -

d · ' John M.',At'wood, ·'«r., .',' 4 beind ·dally sworit·;.·depos#s and

Saydr'that he is··the. ,. President' f. , J ·, ,of NEW YORK

STATE''CGVENTION OF UNIVERSALISTS -the cor'poration 'named th'and- which

executed the forbgoing.Petition; by him as such offi cer; that·he has .

read said ,Petition and knows. the'contedts>thereof,.and that the same»

18 true of his own knowladge', except ah, .to'the' mattefs therein

stated .to be allegedupon information and belief, and 'a'B to those 

,matters,,he ballevai,It''to, be trus.u>,//,;.·/ /.-·'.·,1.-- ·0 '·

Sworn to before me.this .- ·'···-':r,

./'18 44«of 36*t*Ber; 194]t: '·Johh ,M.·-At46'od,]Pr,LI
· /:. 3/'*.T+:. ' ,· A .9,$

'- I

'Geo: H. Bbwers - 4.' :.2 : 6

Notary :Public '..

#..

E.·f'
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SUPREME' COURT: NIAGARA COUNTY
-

In'the matter of the application

of

NEW YORK STATE CONVENTION OF UNIVERSALISTS

for leave to sell. real property -

State of New York)

County of Nlagara )
SS.:

-

GEO. C. LEWIS, being duly sworn, deposes and says: that

he resides in the.City of, Lockport, New York, is a practicing

attorney in said' city and has .been employed by the New York State

Convention of Universalists totake charge of the transfer of

certain property owned by it in the City of Lockport to the First

Presbyterian Church Society of Lockport. That deponent has

prepared an offer of sale of said property, which is located at

the southeast corner of Church and Ontario · Streets in said City

of Lockport to the First Presbyterian Church Society of Lockport,

for the sum of $5,000.00 cash; that the offer was in · the form of

a contract which the officers of·said purchaser have advised

deponent was accepted. That deponent is also one of the. attorneys

for the estate of the late MABEL T. HAMILTON,.who left a bequest

of $5,000.00 to said Presbyterian Church Society and the same has

been duly paid to the latter and deponent i s informed by the

officers of said organization that this bequest is to be used for

the purposee-of purchasing the property in question. That the

property to be acquired· is a plot of land upon rhich is located a

church edifice, formerly occupied and owned by the Trustees of the

First Universalist Church ,and Society·of the Village of Lockport and

was conveyed by it to the present owner - the New York State

Convention of Universalists. That the local Universalist Society



was uriable to keep up its meetings and had suspended the same

and said property is no longer used for religious services, by

the Universalists denomination and, it seems desirable to sell the

same ·and use. the money for the. purposes of the Stat6 organization.

of,Universalists. By this conveyance the property will be

trans ferred, to another and larger religious · obgani zation with 

its -principal church edifice and properties devoted to religious

wark directly across the street' from the .properties to be

acquired. That a complete· description of this property' by

metes and bounds is found in'·the petition herein. ,

Sworn t6 before me this

.

10 --¢lay i of September, 1941

.*141-5,4*4 (Ax«U. .
. .0.
: Notary Public. \;

4

-t

.
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AT A SPECIAL TaRM OF THE SUPREME COURT,
in and for the Eighth Judicial District
of tho State of New York, held at the
Court How e in the City of Lockport,
New York on the 20th day of
Septnmber, 19 41

PRES «NT: HON, WILLIAM L. JOI,D, Justice presiding
-----------------------

SUPREME COURT: NIAGE.RA COUNTY

In the matter of tho application

Of

NEW YORK STATE CJNVENTION OF UNIVERSALISTS

for leave to sell real property

----------

On readini and filing the accompanying Petition of the New

York State Convention of Unlversalists, executed by John M. Atw-od,

its President, duly verified on the 18th day of Septomber, 1941,

by which it appears the. t the said Petitioner is a religlous cor-

poration duly incorporated under the Laws of the State of New York

by special Act of the Legislature thereof; that Bald corporation is

the owner of certain real property hereinafter described, for which

it has received an offer of $5,000.00; that the interests of sald

Potitioner will be promoted by th: sale of aaid property and the

use of its proceeds; said petitioner is desirous of accepting said

offer and executing a deed therefor and has been duly aut.orized

by a vo to of at least two-thirds of its Directors or Trustees and as

its Charter provides to sell and convey sald property;

And the Court having proceeded to hear such application and

it appearing to the satisfaction of the Court that the interests

of such corporation would be promoted by the acceptance of said

offer and the execution and delivery of said deed;

NOW, ON MOTION of Geo. C. Lewis, counsel for petitioner, it is

ORDERED that sale New York State Convention of Universallsts

be, and lt hereby ie authorized, to execute and deliver to the

First Presbyterian Church of Lookport, New York a deed of the

real property, hereinafter described, being the same premises set

.



.

forth in the Petition herein for the sum of $5,000.00 in cash,

the proceeds to be ucted for the purposes of the purchasing

corporation an its Charter and Rules provide.

ENTER:

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND, situate in tho City
of Lockport, County of Niagare and State of New York,
being part of farm lot number t·welve (12) in ihe
fourteenth ( 14th) Section of Township number fburteen
(14) and sixth (Gth) range and bounded and particularly
described ms follows: BEGINVING at the intersection
of the south bounds of Ontarl o Street with the east

bounds of Church Street in said City of Lockport,
accordln to a certain map or survey of a part of the
Village (now City) of Lockport, made for the proprietorn
thereof by Jesse P. Haines, Surveyor, and filed in the
Office of the Clerk of the County of Nlagara, being the
northwest corner of Village (no, City) lot number four
( 4) on the south aide of Ontario Street, ac cordi ng to
said map, and running thence south along the east 1lne
of said Church Street about eight (8) rods to land
conveyed by deed to "The Socie ty of the First Free
Congregational Church of Lockport" by Darius Comstock;
thence east parallel with aaid Ontario Street and along
the lands 80 deeded to oaid last mentioned Society, to
the northwest bounds of Village (now City) lot number
six (6) of Canal Street; thence north-easterly along
the sald northwest bounds of said Village (now City)
lot number six (6) to the southeast corner of said Lot
number four (4) ; thence north along the east bounds of
said lot number four (4) to said Ontario Straet; and
thence west along said Ontario Strent to the place of
beginning, containing more or less. Being and
intended to be the same premises conveyed by deed by
James Gfiswold m d others to "The First Univeroalist

Church and Society of the Village of Lockportu which
deed bears date the 24th day of December, 1844 and la
recorded in Niagara County Clerk'a Office in Book of
Deeds No. 44 at Page 483.

WILLIAM A. GOLD

J.S.C.

.



STATE CF NEW YORK

SIPREME COURT: NIAGARA COUNTY'

In the matter of the appli call on

of

NEW YORK STATE CONVENTION OF

UNIVERSALISTS

for leave to sell real property

PETITION, AFFIDAVIT AND ORDER

LEWIS and LEWIS,
attorneys

51-54 Savings Bank Bldg.,
Loc kport, New York

,}



...... cURTIS LEWIS

GEORGE CURTIS LEWZI, JR,

Mr. Fay C. Parsons, Treasurer
12 Central Avenue
Cortland, New York

Dear Sir:

LEWIS & LEWIS

LAWYERS

SAVINal lillk Mull,DiNG

LOCKPORT, NEW YORK

October 9th, 1941

002
10

1941

The sale of the church property on the corner of Church
and Ontario Streets in this city from your organization to the
First Presbyterian Church Society of Lockport was comple ted yesterday'*.
and I am sending you herewith enclosed a statement of the account,
our receipted bill for services and disbursements, the redeipted
bill for broker's commissions and a certified check for the balance
due your association. . We also enclose a copy of the pap ers
submitted to the Court for leave to sell and the court order for
sale.

While your Charter would seem to permit you to sell real
property without application to the Court and in one of your letters
the statement „was made that you never before had applied to the Court
for permiasion, .the grantee wished it and we felt it was more
satisfactory to obtain the court's permission. The Supreme Court
Judge to whom we submitted the papers agreed with us. We also

found when we came to make the transfer that an old Li s Pendens
filed when an action ·was begun to foreclose a mortgage against the
church, had never been discharged and on the request of the attorney
for the Presbterian Church, we secured such a discharge:

We trust the whole transaction has been satisfactory.

Also enclosed find policy o,f fire insurance, which grantee did
not take over. There is some rebate.

GCL:KHL

encs

yery truly yours,

of LEWIS an LEWIS



Lease-Long F6rm. 82 - Williamson Law Book Co,, Publisheq Rochester,'N. Y.' '4-96 - 

0 8¢ase, s
Slade and executed *dioeen_,_164----Va-3296%0-.
»hbultrAL 01611» (E£nuu,·unD f -tt-aA CU)Uno-S.j3]S- '

and

State of.. .....---- ........................... .of the first part, Ein,1 ,55*/ (41-6. ct/ --=-'
6

of the........65:].. ... _ of.. . 63,... .... ......County of...s0-aM<=El and
State of _·::»f-4:___., of the second part, the_..El-1*s21.32...._.....·._.day of !
B_..__., in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety-_ 7.ff*«:gl.- 1

Jn tonsib¢ration of the rents and covenants hereinafter expressed, the said party of the i
the first part has DEMISED AND LEASED, and does hereby demise and lease to the 5aid 
Parw/ of the second part the following premises, viz: · 5345.442 6-/0,€,0 etbf'(9Sz**el#(
4204vn* )Int/14144 (bx.-683 44e·el. u-41/M,bo. 10.771» 11,6@_J
'U-ELL@f ,JiLSY,(64 1 44 4»,146 4*rv*U-=a. 97·, do»

65,1-dluS»k s ..1.uu» f-* JA,3«tu J A uudi (p . *" tdu JACu»v,<4-tle_ elv,«.,rju (11- cc-< i .li« gl .i n.,dY «af e-Etu LC
«*ze, •,6-r qz. 140 -Gh»= -Z*u 06Uu-el.l trix>0 ott_= 4/oscti1 . --0-\

/4--l-«adii.+87 -13|560 JU<j/f, ALAIQUUB GY Gui-,44:
0--, 6 -- 1*44 QI+LL 0-r-£ -44Lo ofil<t»c, n/Uij ·ltttom, 4-uy

D-dul £19 cLI h-tuUe-61U-str o»a„rqA .X ntnlik. A 1 8 , t:. ..9L// 4/Y-U-ln

-llu-r4 3./4(525/1 u-r f-ulr- LUu c-le.4 04ull ith/,VAirI J

4*Lu.W Nd cid«-t»n no,on,/(*«-1+0»_.'0, ettk.so,
n \ Ij _zkz54%24»--G«46...--fai:#LiAL.Kn«a-1.--7.0

d j -4 Lk-00-11*cry *£ e.<OUNV 41f- PU VR/LAJ L/LAL)

-9iL 17. 454 Lit-1*00 4__LnuL- C.Lra» rit .1"AST»a[Zills,i J . 11

of-Gul,0 Avn*r- 1.b OCklit n«-4.(144«o. kru)6 '/2'X« m-6'«..
1- /-9· rn A *1.,U-J:v,» 61*al AUAnka of, (hAxlr--  0,4A.A.At, 1 ...15 dru.1,1+4

' »,1.0 »n,IFECe.3 014 JU_*«ulk,1-> U--2-2 Z*LU,ALA-f4/ z*23 «di,«£4
, /22622454/rif- 44<64)64< 12*7(k, «4LofZ£>- 47it<AE. '41:129-)*1:4*f«
*64t«Ld, 6 JAA#) -ttif@.L*i/#-., Lae<* g.on*t*Uj
Clu d *;tud_u-4 Or/*Fru«c,rt»o c-r a«>< a A_,ULA 0«Llu» Ll/vur) /W-ln-ux -

--Mwy .4_ 0_24£<J»,Ax* ,_ 4*1 xx 1,lrx;d at tlu« ,<Zt*,»i»<.·t
L-Aix-*. f) 0-4ellry-  %.,*i-£.00 * 4 *61.42 -tii- c*«f
-tzk »*F A»» .«ajk_ 4 §1« UE- ---»-*-22AO -4.- .0

.-Af'L UnA l , Cxud «Al kiuu *T. 00/Me£ dlmpua
vj ,-Le,=tut tta_« - cuL .,-tzr·-L60 /466-· ul« (,224-
vb-. 41 #rif °S- -5-- YUK



/

with the privileges and a,Spurtenances, for and during the term ofx4*--7»**84_28:«271

*76«557-P/**-f_««* E>rBly- 19-1Z. --from th6 day of...... ..._.........___.___.. __ I89
which term will end

And the said party of the second part covenanto--that /-kill pay to theparty of the first part,
for the use of said premises, the_-5382*6@2*rent of_._-255Est„<55-.-t--5f;f'zEZE-
Dollars (48 /-0-ZA), to be paid 17-

(*nb probibeb said part r, of the second part shall fail to pay said rent, or any part thereof
when it becomes due, it is agreed that said party of the first part may sue for the same, or re-enter

said premises, or resort to any legal remedy.

The part of the-_, _ _, .._.........._.part agree to pay all_________
on said premises during said term.

///

.taxes to be ass

The part ' of the second part hereby covenant to sub-let or re.let said premises, or any

portion thereof, without the written consent of d party of the first part, and that in case..
violate this covenant, it is hereby expre agreed that the said Dart of the second part shall,

at the option of the party of the fi part, thereupon become a tenant of said premises holding

over after expiration of___ __..................said term without permission of said landlord, subject to
removal under the Sta e.



It is hereby further mutually covenanted and agreed that in case the buildings or tenements
on said premises shall be so destroyed or injured by lire as to become untenantable, then this Lease
shall become thereby terminated, if said second par«/ shall so elect, and insuph case*ft> shall

Vacate daid #remises and giveimmedie written notice thereof t6 said landlord, and in such case
rent shall be due and payable up to and at the time of such destruction or injury.

///.

The part of the second part covenant that at the expiration of said term he will surren-

der up said premises to the party of the first part in as good condition as now, necessary wear and
damages by the elements excepted_......._

,]Ditn¢gs the hands and seals of the said parties, the day and year first above written.

/73*449'11 7{ 6Lrt,lu aUU-
4£Lh,XA* --
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A / ' a

*-J<t rM 46,2- '-f 4-tro«ct) ·
01=

*23 >7£·u«y-16 -c» '
(36 kmvqtcv 041 QXAA k* * 6,1&6-

TO

VA. dill d «»

»_t«,4O
,premises, __f{5dlzzz==A212*58:+<r»

Cj

Begins,_/Zfsys_ 995 --I89'2
Expires,---__-_

Rental, per /5272* $.- ..

Payable, -, -6*A*5/

Williamson Law Book Co., Publishers, Rochester, N. Y.

f


