.. turefurther the absentees?. -however,.... .
"‘that there-were-= frogs’-legs- fried-in- batter—-va. -huge
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T mxdday on the thuteenth of June 1941, in
.-Van Hornesville, New York;:$ome two hundred
and fifty- people might have been seen leaving

the little Universalist ehurch and making their way
down the main street of the village to the grounds of
the central school built by Owen D. Young. There on
the bank.of the Oquago, under the trees that border
_ the playground, they sat down to a meal which marked
" the close of two days of meetings.
We must begin with the meal and work backward

that is if ever we get past the meal. It was a picnie of
course, and a picnic is by no means to be snheezed at

when Central New York housewives of Universalist

blood do the proyiding. But for the ofﬁcmtmg clergy,
theu‘ wives, their children, thejr. guests, -:1t was a hot

workers of “the larger parl.,h” presrded aver the plat-
ters, casseroles, and bake dishes that Mr. and Mrs.
Owen D. Young had provided. The host and hostess
also were working steadily. to give all a good time.
Coffee, ice cream and cake were furnished for- every-
body, but for the.elect—it: Would take the pen ofa
chkens to tell about it.

There was - the - hot, baked. ham,-for: example:
Smoked'? It must have been smoked over hickory
sticks by an expert.
baked by an artist who could turn a gigantie hog into
a suckling pig. Carved? It truly was carved down
to the bone to bring seconds and thirds that grew in
succulenee and aroma. Never was there such.a ham
before, at least so it seemed. Never did one rest on a
nobler foundation of baked pineapple. Never did
diners, led by the capacious and competent state
supermtendent of Universalist churches in New York
State, do 2 ham more justice or enjoy one more.

And those heaping plates of little, crisp, brown,
buttered rolls, home made, and the creamed spaghettx
with cheese in the sauce, and the monumental salads
where beet, tomato, lettuce, marched together with
brilliant color and surpassing goodness, and the jars
of old-fashioned cottage cheese; and—but why tor-

platter of them, caught in the Manlius marshes, offered
for sale in the streets of Fayetteville, bought in a
wholesale lot by a beloved physician of the town,
cooked to a turn, and brought for this picnic.

The Reamons were there, four strong, headed for
Ferry Beach. The man of the family had preached an
able sermon that morning on “Fa1th—Hope—Love "

-and he now, down by the Oquago, was in his best
mood for stories. Dr. and Mrs. Skinner, Dr. and Mrs.
Rowland Gray-Smith of Boston, the editor, his wife
and nephew, Mr. and Mrs. Young and their house
guests, and of course the State Superintendent, were
all at the festal board.

"~ Butnow, before some saturnine Cassius comments
about space wasted on eating, let it be made clear that
this piece is about the annual meeting of the Ceniral
Mohawk Valley Association of Universalist and Other
Liberal Churches, that it was held in the old Van
Hornesville Universalist echurch July 12 and 13, that
-on Saturday afternoon Dean Skinner of Tufts College

. the old church of my father and mother.

* three or four generations.
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made a clean—cut orderly, honest and eloquent address
upon “John Murray,’,’ ahd that the editor of the Leader
spoke on “Early, Universalists:of New York tate "
and that a dinn
Central School.

ist Church, and was attended by 140 people R

Owen D. Young was toastmaster and Lours
Annin Ames, president of the General Convention,
Judge Abram Zoller, George Boyle and Dr. Leining
were the speakers.-

“My first word,” said Mr. Young, ‘is one of
gratitude to you for coming to Van Hornesville and to
My ances-
It

g exp gra
tude for a Unlvemahst background reaching through
Mr. Ames said that he was -
a Universalist -.becaus
with bnngmg-hea
ting folks
humorously hat 10-beel era county Judge or a su-
preéme court judge in Herkimer County a man had to
be.a Universalist. He chose to be a Universalist, he
said, because that church has a creed as ‘simple as 'the
Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man.

George Boyle was characteristically witty and
pungent, “Iam a Universalist heretie,” he said, “be-
cause all the time I meet people who I "think ought to -
go to hell.” Equally unorthodox was his high tribute

to Dr. Sykes and Dr. Tomlinson, former pastors of

his own church in Little Falls, “because they were
such hard workers and did not pass the work over to
commitiees to do it for them.”

Dr. Fred C. Leining was enthus:astlcally wel-
comed. He expressed his joy at the success of the
meeting. He commented on the satisfaction one has
in great ancestors who were Universalists, but added,

‘whimsically but pointedly, “The best Universalist is

not a dead Universalist.” Then he said: “To do our
work in the next century, we must have more ambition,

.- -enthusiasm,.consecration,. efficiency. .. We have.never... . - . -
made religion easy by tak]ng creedahsm, ritualism; -

post-mortemlsm as substitutes for Christianity.
Universalism is an exacting, daring, all-consuming
gospel, and we must give it all that we have. The
need of the world demands this of us.”’
The speeches were brief, the mood was happy,
the food delicious and the occasion enjoyable.
The:Van Hornesville Universalist’ “church is not

- especially good archltecturally, but from ‘thé outside,

against its background, it is a powerful symbol of re-
ligion, and inside, with all its associations, it brings. a
message of peace and courage. It dates back more
than a hundred years and, like so many country
churches of that period, it was a union church. In the
files of the State Convention there is this record of
Universalist pastorates: 8. R. Ward 1878-95, A. D.
Colson 1898-1900, DeWitt . Lamphear 1901 1905.
Since 1905 students usually have served the church in;,
sumtner vacation. i

The Universalists took over exclusive title to the ~
property in 1895 after the death of Elder Ward.
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... This Elder Ward seems to have left an indelible = Centre, Cooperstown, Dolgeville, Binghamton, Syra-
" mark upon people in this coxnmumty .Mr. Young has *  cuse, Hamllton, Herkimer, Fort Plain, Gloversvﬂle,
“- " had enlarged a.small plcture of ‘the old elder with his - .Utica, Little Falls, they came to.the Saturday s%smn;
*  ‘long white beard, standmg in the pulpit surrounded by and from many other places for the Sunday. service.
" flowers. -Thig picture hangs on the wall of the school-  Besides the speakefs ‘meritioned, those taking part in-
house with the pictures of other typical builders of the:  cluded the Rev. Howard | Gﬂman of Little Falls, the
~ community. Elder Ward, then stationed at Rich- . presiding officer, the Rev. W. A. Haney of Fort Plain,
* field, drove regularly to Van- Horneswlie to preach.  secretary and treasurer, and the Rev Clinton Moulton; -
" He began his work'when Mr. Young was a small boy.  vice-president, all of whom were ‘re-élected.” Assisting -
He died shortly after Mr. Young had come out of St. - at the Sunday eemce Were Ha.ney, Moulton and Lein-
~ Lawrence University and gone to Boston to study law. ing. -
-~ In thosé formative years, parents college and Elder
. *.-Ward had made 2 devoted Universalist of this boy."
77+ While still on the farm, ke used. to hand his mother
- % _the “Umvercahst Reglster” and - ask her to stick him -
*° . ifshé could on the names and locatlons of Universalist *
. .ministers. ‘“When I. met ‘the men later Y =a1d Mr .
- Young, T could place'-them " '
olved - of ' tha

In this - commumty now th'

ething” h1gh1y important for a growing.boy, and - ists arée under the care of a Methodist. ~ Miss Harfis =
. Mr. Young is 1nte1]1gent enough to. know it and large-. . works with all; but especially with the young people., . ’
g mmded enough to be everlastingly grateful. * "~ “We try to find as many Worth-whﬂe and pleasant _ '
* Across from the-little church stands the village - :
home of Ida Brandow Young, Mr. Young’s mother, . study forums clms
now enlarged and beautified.. ‘But the mother’s living . parties, camping trips
* poom, and the entrance hall Where she hung her son’s - all part’ of-a-program:
dlplomas from institutions around the World geores
of them, are’ unchanged The great ¢hange is a large .
" combination drawing room and library at the back of
‘the house looking out on‘a lovely flower garden made
~on térraces that were created by fajing to the hillside, .
_“Moveback,” and then giving it a shove witha shovel.
" But the hill ‘is there still—all wooded—and’ “the wood "
. thrush cang there in the thickets from dawn till dark. -
Up to this village in' the gorge, up:to this s garden .
P and home, up to this exponent of Univ ergalist philos- -
S _‘ophy and" his'able; -charming wife, came recently the**
warring. groups of mllk producers of New York State,
‘and, by what- the- newcpapers say, they ‘went away
W1th =0meth1ng acco ch’ed hlghh 1mportant :
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gu%t‘-' ‘ tm
, buxldmgs across_from he 3

“past erliaps- wenevershou ve: s
‘_m Van Hornegville if <he had not known what to do.
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