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{UUs Make Historg Again iy

A 50th Anniversary Conference

Celebrating the Birth and Growth of

Unitarian Universalism

- St Lawrence District, UUA, and
Oct 30—31, 2009 Hotel Syracuse Syracuse, NY NYS Convention of Universalists

Syracuse,. N. Y. Dedicated 1907.

Brick and stone. Value $60,000.00. A
monument to the faith, persistence and '
ability .of the pastor, Rev Frederick W,
.Betts, D. D.
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::‘, 25 Beacon Street, ‘Boston, Massachusetts 02 108
d " (617) 742:2100 FAX: (617) 367-3237

flttp:/ /WWW.UUR.OTE

.Oct'Qber 30, 2009 ‘ ) - o

Dear Friends in the St. Lawrence District,

Thank you for celebrating and commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the vote to
consolidate the Universalist and Unitarian movements. Half a century after deciding
to merge is a natural time for all Umtarlan Universalists to take stock, to see

_ ourselves in hlstoncal context.

It took courage for Umversahsts and Unitarians to vote for a merger. It meant letting

. go of what was familiar and comfortable. It meant creating more than a new

organlzatlon -voting to merge was a commitment to create a new identity. Their
deusmn was an afflrmatlon of new possibility.

..

The work of living into those possibilities remains today. As we prepafe to begin our
~ second fifty years, new possibilities call to us. New challenges confront us. America is

in the midst of a historic demographic change. The future is a multi-cultural, multi-
raciai, multi-ethnic future. If we are to thrive, if our saving message of inclusion,
compass:on, communlty, justice and sustainability are going to transform lives and
change the world, we must be like the forebears. we honor. We must take risks. We
must embrace the pOSSIbIlItIeS of the future. We must leave behind that which no

- longer serves us.

Let us join in celebrating the past. Andlet us'aIIWays remember that the best way to

-honor our heroines and heroes is to emulate them. The world cries out for

acceptance, for love, for depth, for commitment. Let us join together to make real
the promise inherent in the joining of our two faith traditions. Let us celebrate our

history even as we seize a new hlstorlc_op_portunlty
Faithfully,

Peter Morales
President

. Affirming the Worth and Dignity of All People
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FORMER BETTS MEMORIAL UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
SYRACUSE, ONONDAGA COUNTY, NY
PHOTO ABT. 1907



