





FREE AND UNTRAMMELED

The Story of
The Chureh of the Reconciliation
Utlea, New York

Thils is the stcocry of a group of
paople whe ¢hose the liberal faith
many years age, and of how these

- people and thelr guccegsors fared
in thies place ever since. Through-

. out the years, the members of this
church have begn grocers, clerks,
salesmen, englneers, cwners, work-
ers, housewives,lawyers, tLeachers,
sppountante and meny other thilngs
wlih thelir lives touched daeeply,
gurely and invisibly by freedom of
belief.

Emphasis ie necessarlly on early
Unitversslism,since this church was
one century ©ld befors 1t became
Unitarian too. Even sc, fedsration
in 1926 plages 1t awong the flrst
churches to antiecipaste a nhational
¢consolidation in 1969 .

Ever reappsaring,the challenge of

libergl religion comes to smsch ohe
1n hig own tlme.

Eleancr D, Hassett

Decgmbar, 1961






FOREWORD

This brief history is the result of many happy hours
gpent poring over old books, reccrds, lettars and documents.
Since it was started just for my own interast, only when I
startad to wrlte dld the gaps in hackeround material reveal
themaslves, and only then ¢id the words stubbornly refuse
to act as I wlshed.

The critsrion for ineluding anything was my own interest,
with the appendix serving as a safety valve. Thls had to be
severly edlted, laest 1t contaln three times as many pagesl
He ona reallzes kore than myself hew lncomplets these pages
are and how many Injustices have boen done, My wish for the
next hissorian 1s thabt everyone who has memories of this
church will reccrd them. My thanks go to all who shared their
recollectlons, enccuragement, crlticisms and .to those who
read early drafts. Eepsclially, T wleb to thank Mra. Roberi
Croghy and #rs. Jay Carmncroas for thelr expart needling.

Singe I have & perscnal aversion 4o pages sprinklec with
"ibid.","v1z." ,"op., clt." and many many small numbers, I
have givan references for the guoted materisl only. I hops
historians will forgive me, and ordinary readers be grateful.

The purpose ¢f a local history should be both Lo inferm
and to entertain., I hope 14 fulfille this wish,






CHAPTER L

Too many people of religiously liberal thought regard any-
thing in the past as dead weight. For those whose faceg are
turned only toward the future, it is enough that liberal churches
exist without any consideration of how or why such organizations
came into being. A few people in liberal churches take the
attitude that anything in the psst is sacrosanet -- and what
they know of it is glorified beyond recognition. Probably the
truest pieture of a religious liberal is one who 1s so bhusy in
the present, there has besn no time to investigate the past.

A1l three types of people ¢an "learn by looking backward, live
by looking forward.h

Above all, it must be remembered that any church and its
members are a part of overlapping spheres -- of the city and
regional life, & small part of the larger dencmination, and a
tiny part of the national and international life. Since many
of the people who will be reading these words may know little
of the logal history, some of this will be included. Like many
of the Biblical chapters, we must begin with a few "begatg*. It
is unfeir and grossly incomplete to pretend that the Universalist
Soelety in Utica sprang into being full fashioned in 18253 it
was the resuli of many years' development. Twe streams mnst be
tracaed up to that date -- one of the place and the other of the
philosophy.

Among {he settlerg in the New Engleand area, Calvinism
of the Massachusetts Bay variety was the state religion; this
was the beliel thal men, women ard even babies were condemned
to everlasting hellfire. Surcease for a limited number of
souls could be obtained only by the whim of an isplacable God.
Jonethan Edwerds, of Northampton, Mass., exemplified this type
of religious fansticism with such sermons as "Sinners in the
Hards of an Angry God." Againet suweh rigid apd terrifying
theology a few small voices were heard.

In Pennsylveania, Dr.George de Benneville, ploneer
physician, preached the universal salvation of all sculs. Im
Massachusetis, Charles Chauncy end Jonathan Maybew of Bosten,
opposed Edwards' fenaticisma. One of the most interesting men
of this period was the Reverend John Murray, who preached salong the
Atlantic seabosrd, travelling hundreds of miles; he also served
ag & chaplain in the kevolutionary Army of General Greena.
Mr.iurrayts ideas of universsl rather than pariial salvation
were guite well obgcured -- he preached for several years in
this country before same of hils listeners discovered that he
was hereticel! After the Revolution, he setiled in Gloucester,
liass., to lead a congregation of liberal thinkers thers -- the
nueleus of the firgt Universalist church in America. From the
pulpit of the Gloucester church, John Murray led and won the
fight for legal recogniticen for the Universalists; thls meant
freedom from taxation for the support of the state-recognized
churches.

Crganized Universsalism was & strictly American movement,
starting as a rebellion against the spiritusl excesses of the
revival movements which were sweeping the country. In its
early form, it was emotional to extremes. The Universalist
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Chureh of Averica started at xford, Massachusetts, in 1785.
Those who joined the new movememt were poor and uheducated --
the people sometimes deseribed as the "Balt of the earth®,

Five yesrs later, a natlonal meeting in Philadelphia attracted
represertatives from churches in Massachusetis, New Jersey,
Penngylvania ard Virginia. 4n attempt to draft a profession

of falth failed; obe correspondent complained that "the hrethren
in thig place are averse to system, and gererally walk as it
seameth right to every man®.

The earliest gtatement of helief to be generally sadopted
was framd in 1B0@ ai Winchester, New Hampshire. QCne of ‘f,h_eL
ministers at that meeting degeribes the eircumstances well.

. H...It became absolutely necessary, to save
Universalists in New England, and particnlarly in
New Hampshire, from ¢lerical oppression. In
those days, the Presbyterisns and ihe Congrega-
tionalists were danominasted the Standing Order;
and they had & legal right to tax every indivia-
ual in the parish, for the support of ihe clergy;
and the only remedy the individual had to aveid
paying gueh a tax to them, was to Jjoin some other
gect, a1d bring a.certificate from them to the
Standing Order, that he had jeined that society,
and actually paid taxes %o them. This had been
done in one or more cases; but nevertheless, the
Stending Order progeeded to collect the tax.
Resigtance was maie and the case was finally
carried up to the Supreme Court, which decided
that there was no such order known as the Univer-~
saligts, for they hed no ecreed or profession of
feith to distinguish them from the Standing
Order; and they were conseguently, compelied to
pey taxed ito them. Our brethren were afraid of
creeds. They had reead, seen arnd experienced,
as they supposed, the distracting, illiberal,
and persecuting effects of human creeds; and
they wished to aveld the vortex of that whirlpool
into which they had seen so many drawn to inevit-
able destruction...But what shovuld be danet...

A committee presented one so unobjectionable, that
it wag difficnlt to find where the most fastidious
could pbject to ity or how it could lead to
divigion.. ...Probably the longest and warmest
debate ensued that had ever been known in that
deliherative body. ...The confession was adopted
witheut alteration, the opposition yilelding.®

The Urniversalist Church ever gince that time slso adopted the
famoug liberty clauset: Yneither this nor any other form of werda
shall be dimposed as a creedal test.®

Cne of the ministers who favored the sdoption of the Win-
chester Confession was the greai Hosem Ballou, soh of an unedu-
cated Baptist prescher in a tiny Vermont settlement. Ballou
himself firet attended school at the age of aighteen. His sbund-
ant endowments of wit and common sense however, made him one of
the mogt effective preachers of his day; he was the firsi to
elabgrate a sourd iptellectual basis for liberalism with the
publication of the "Treatise on the Atonement® in 1806. His
theology was frankly unitarian; it has influenced liberal
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religion to the present dey ard it antieipated conclusions of
the Unitarian William Ellery Channing ani the Congrepgationsalist
Horace Bushnell.

At the time of the European settlement on the Atlantie
coast, the Mohawk Valley was the home of the Iroquois nation,
orgenized in the 16th eentury by Dakewida and Hiawatha. In
the New England aresa, there were only weak Algonguin tribesy
the Iroguols in contrast ruled from Hudson Bay to the Carolinss
at the height of their power. With this wemendous area, easy
conmunication became a hecessity. Two impartent trails crcesed
the Mohewk River in the vieinity of the overhead-bridge on
Genesee Street. Genesee Street itself followg the old Indian
east-west trail across New York State. The Adirondacks to the
north were use€d ss a hunting preservey no tribes lived in this
immediate ared, since 1t was recognized that the cilmate was bad
for lung dlseases. -

The Iroquois nation had begun disintegrating when the
firgt white settlers came into central New York. To the east
of what is now Utica, German Palatine immigrents farmed the vi-
einlty of Frankfort and German Flats (Herkimer.) The Mobawk
River formed a matural route to the west; at Little Falls where
the only imporiant netural chstruction occurred, locks were
bullt around The falls at an early date.: The first wihite set-
tiers in the immediate area lived on the north side of the river
an land that had been deeded to Governor Willlam Cosby. (The
Indians called this place Yah-nun-da-sis, meaning "around the
hili".) These people were driven out by raidirg parties of
Mohawk Imdlans during the Revolution. To the west was & small
Aperican garrison at Fort Stanwyx (Rome) . When the English
began & three-pronged attack to divide New York state, the
force that was to proceed east from Oswego under St.leger was
delayed many weeks at Fort Stamwyx; and defeated at Qriskany
Bluffs by Nicholas Herkimer and his hastily recruited army of
farm boys. The sleughier on both sidés was so terrible that no
attempt was mace Lo bury the hodies, and the ares waa avoided
for many years. Alse the terrible carnage obacured the fect
that this was indeed & victory -- for meny yesrs it wes looked
upon ag & defeat; finelly military strategists pointed out
that had St.Legerts forces been able to Join forces with Gen-
eral Burgoyne, the outcome at Saratoga and of the entire Revelu~
tion might have been different. OCne of the sldelights of this

action was that the American flag was first flown in battle at
Fort StenwyX.

The American Revolution not only set brother sgainst
brother smong the white populationy it split the Ireguols con-
federation. Mest of the tribes remained loysal te the Britiah,
and the infamous Cherry Valley mnessacres were by British-led
Indian bands. When the Loyalists lost the war, they made thelr
escape to Canada through the Adirondack mounteains, following
the middle branch of the Moocse River, better known to us as
the Fulton chain of lakes.

At the end of the war, the first settler was Hugh White,
who mede his home a few miles west of the Wobawk River erossing.
For many years, &1l of New York State west of a line drawn from
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Cznade to Penneylvanis through the ford was known as Whitestown.
By 1800 there were many settlers, and Congregational churches
had been fourded at Ssuquoit, Clinton and New Hartford by Jomm-
than Edwardas, son of the revivalist. {alvinism wag predominant
in the area, since practically all of the immigrants came from
New England, In Utice itself, the early residents built cabins
on the socuth side of the river (many years leter, the ford was
filled in and covered with the tracks of the New York Central
Reilroad.) Other lumigrants came from Wales; thay built their
own churches. The early Welsh Baptist church gvolved into ocur
neighbor, Tabernacle Bepiist. The Welsh Congregational Church
has continued as Bethesds Congregationaly services ars still
conducted in Welsh e well as English.

The Hollend Lend Compsny, formed for the exploitetion of
the area to the north, built the largest hotel west of New York
City in 1797. *York House" was the center of many fashionable
balls, which begen at the comforiable hour of 7 pe.m. until some
ultra fashionables created a gensation by coming as late 2s 730!
The building, at the corner of Whitesboro and Hotel Streets,
atill stends today, housing a wholesale grocery business.

In the area develeped by the Hollend Lend Compeny, a group
of bardy Diteh liberals established the.Reformed Christian Church
in the village of Barneveld in 1803, This wes the first Uniterian
church west of the Hudson River, and the only Unitarian church
in Narth Amerdica with roots directly in continental Socialism.
Other Unltarian greups in this county were short lived.



-5 =
CHAPTER II

In 1805, residents in the vicinity of Bagg's Tavern (Moses
Bage, keeper) close to the Mohawk River crossing, petitioned the
legislature in Albany for a village charter. (Appendix)

with the granting of the village petition, residents
gathered at the tevern; the name Utica was drawn from a hat.
The older towns of New Hartford and Whiteaboro possessed more
promise and superior social advantages; legel business for the
county was transacted at Rome and Whitesboro. However, meny
emigrants to the wildly expanding weat game to the new villiage
by bost, using the locks of the Western Favigation Company at
Little Fallss here, the boate were scld and wegens purchased for
the westwerd journey to Ohle or Michigan.  With the building of
the turnpike to the Seneca country, the fermation of banks, and
the erection of some watler-powered milla, Utica grew rapidly as
a transportation center.

The area was aerved not only by settled churches, but by
circuit riders of meny denominations. Theologilan Hogea Ballou
came Lo the area at least once om & preaching eircuit. His
service in 1807 or 1808 is described in the biography of Stephen
gmith, who rode in from the town of Floyd to hear the service:@

It was during one of these annual visitstions
that the writer of these pages hesrd, for the
firet time, the message of universal grace,

By what means the intelligence that Mr.Hosea
Ballou would preach on the following Sunday

in a place fifteen miles distant, could have
been ¢onveyed to & very young man, who did not
then know & single Universslist in the world,
iz not remempered. He went however, and heard
a discourse, in the morning, from Zech. 6:113;
ard, for the first time in hie life, felt

that he had listened to a sermon that involved
neither an aksurdity nor & contradiction. The
congregation was not large, and acecupied a
school-house in the present city of Utdea,then
a meagre and muddy wvillage. A larger congrega-
tion was anticipated in the af‘terncon, amd
arrvangenents were mede for the service in the
opan air, under some trees, o the bank of

the dMohewk River. There, in due time, a large
suditory assembled, and llstened to one of Mr.
Ballou's best discourses, from Deut. 38; part-
of the 16th with the 17th verse. It was a glor~
ious day, early in June. The ailence of Sunday
was sround us; the hright blpe hemvens sabove
ug, partly velled by the branches of a few
scattering oaka; the clear, guiet river at

our side; the ruddy and healihy preacher, in
all vigor of manhood, before us, and pleading
the gause of God and humanity with a group of
most attentive hearera. BSuch a scene is not
to be forgotten; amd altogether, it was one,

in avery respect, -calculated to make the moat
favorable, &8 well ag the most lasting impressims.."

Mr.Smith,thus introduced to Universalism,continued his
inguiries and studiss. He became one of the more influentisl
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ministers of New York State, serving many pulpits until hias death
in 1850.

Universalism in this srea owea much more to Nathaniel Stacy
than to any other person. Stacy wag the son of & Gloucester
figherman who had been among John Murray!s hearers in that vil-
lage. Turning farper, the father had moved inlend, away from
Universalist contacts, 8o that his children were bapiized and
irained in the Corgregaticnal faith. However, &s itinerant preach-
ers begsn teo penetrate the farming country, both elder Stacys
reaffirmed their Universalist feith. Thelr third son Nathaniel
was a diminutdve child who was spprenticed to a blacksmith at
fourteen rather than being allowed to ebtain suech education as he
could. However, his health failed. During his iilness, his
thoughts of death and future life refiected his orthodox up-
brir&ngsa

“w...I thought much of death, and underwent
many fearful apprehengions in regard to futur-
ity. I knew that I was a aginner--T had been
taught 80, and I felt the conviction of its
truth. .. But how to obtain deliverance, I lknew
not. I wished to he religious; but religion
©was gloomy and forbildding--it was noi desirable
to live by; we only needed ii when we came to
die. It would spoil our happiness in life;
put without it we could not be happy after
death....I was born totally depraved, and must °
have a radical c¢hange of nature befores I could be
permitted to trust my own judgment in relipion
or apiritual things...."

Fortunately, Brother Stacy became acquinted with Hosea
Ballou, who persuaded him first of the hope and Joy to be found
in a universalist interpretation of the Bible, and secondly, te
become a preacher of the doctrine of everlasting grace. Siacy
tanght school when necessary to obtain funde te carry op his
preaching -=- this was a ususl occcurrence auwong ministers of all
denaminationa. Journeylng into New York State, bhe helped organ-
ize the "Firglt Universalist Society of Whitestown, actuslly in
the village of New Hartford. (Appendix) Tan years lster & small
church was built, probably at the dntersection of French Road and
Genegee Street, now within the city limits of Utica., The remaing
of the old burying ground, half of which waa used by the Soclety,
are near the comer. Scheduled preaching in the New Hertiord
church reached interested pecple in meny of the surroutding com~
munities, including Utlca. One of the ministers was Stephen Smith,
another wag Paul Dean, successor to Jdohn Murray in Boston, and
8till another was Abner Kneeland, who carried his liberal views
to agnosticism and was Jjailed for refusing to teke an oath of
loyaelty. The Society was eventually weakened by spawning socie-
ties at Utica, Litehfield, Clinton and Marshalli the doors were
cloged in 1840 and the building gold to the Presbytierisna.
dbout forty years lgter, it had fallen into such decay, it was
torn down. Other organized Universalist societles in Oneids
County included ome at Rome, which exipted unill 191z, and e
at Trenton Falls, but there were many preaching stations supplied
with weekday discoursea and occasional Sundsy services. Other s
noteworthy srrangements were made for preaching ~- for example,
in the town of Russia, Herkimer County, Universalists had the use
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of the community meeting house on the fifth Sunday of any month
in which occurred five Sabbaths.

‘In spite of his small stature and poor health in adolea-
cence, Brother Stacy lived a long and fruitful life. His wife
and eight chlldren lived at Hamilton, New Yeork, while he travelled
throughout the state. Hgwever, after twenty-five years, during
an upsurge of anti-Magonic fervor, Brother Stacy {a Mason like mast
of the Uhiversalist preachers) was estranged from the congregation,
and moved to Columbus, Femmsylvenia. He has left a candild and
delightful auvtobiography from which much of the sarly Universslist
affort in this area ig known.

The "meagre apd muddy village®" of Utiea must have looked
much like a strip eity, at its begloning. All of ithe houses
and shops were along Genesee, Broad or Whitesboro Streets. BEven
gevaeral years later the mud at Chearlotte arnd Elizabeth Streets
wag go deep that cows were often mired for several deys! How-
aver, recognition of the importance of Utlca as a trangportation
center came when the firgt section of the Erie Canal was built
between Rome and Utdeca in 1817. Canny DeWiltt Clinton chose this
gince the excavation would not be difficulti and by cpening the
land portage between the Mohawk River and Fish Creek he hoped to
convince many of his opponents of the ultimate worth of the
venture. Eight years later, the "Grand Canal® was open from lake
Erie to Albany. On Ocdtober 20,1825, Governor Clinion passed
through Utica by boat, just one short block from the Busy Corner.
The canal was not just a simple matter of following the rivers,
since natural waterways were considered undependsable. A completely
new “ditch* was dug. A hundred yeers later, when the canal had
been moved to the river, and the river moved for the railresad,
the old Erie was paved cver to become Oriskany Boulevard. The
canal served the fortunes of the area, and contributed much to
the preeminence of New York Staie in economilc affeirs that per-
giats to this day. Another canal, the Chenange, was dug to con-
nect with the coalfields of Penngylvania. This was finished in
1836, and a moderate amcunt of coal, and iron from the foundry
at Franklin Springs neer Clinton was carried. Within the city
of Utlca the route of this camal ls followed by the North-ZSouth
Arterial Highway.

Alse, in 18256, the village welcomed Gereral LaFayetie
on his triumpheant tour of the country he had helped in its
infancy. Homes were decorated in his honor, srches were reised,
and z secially importemt bell was held. Since he entered the
village from the west, the name of his route was changed from
Rome Street to Lafgyette Street. An early social arbiter,
Blandina Dudley Miller (daughter of Rutger Bleecker hkiller)
recalls him as being “tall, distinguished, gentlemaniy andi handscme.®

_ 8till in 1826, the famous Calvinist exherter Charles
Grandison Finney began the Western Revivals here. For the first
time, new techniques in revivals were used, such a&s having
bands of converts as helpers, and praying for the ®ungaved® by
ﬁame. tA sample of Calvinist preaching was recorded in nearby

ewports

Y, .You will go to hell amd I am glad of it!

I thank God he has made a hell far you! If

you were to go to Heaven, you would only quarrel
with the saints, and you are not £it to be mm
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garth -~ you ought to Z¢ to hell nowt

0 you wretches, you asrpents, you viparsl
nothing i3 too bad for you ta doj you would
not hesitate to murder your fellww crea-
tures and wash your hands in their heart's
blocd.®

Reverend Finney's effect was felt throughout the coanty.
His probable converts are reported as 500 in Utdca, and 3000
throughout the county. Alsc it 1s reported that differences
of opinion reapecting the character of Mr.Finney ani his
influsnee marred the harmony of the cagregation.

- Ahout the same time that Mr.Finney came “here, also came
an "eccentrie Irishman*, a convert from Methodism,sthe
Rev. John 8.Thompson. According to Brother Stasy:

"He was & man of keen gatirical wit. He was
speaking of the doetrines of Trinitarianism
ard endless misery and irying to make them
look asridiculous as language would admit of,
and becoming passionately disturbed with the
disgusting subjeet, he broke out in his true
Irdsh brogue: 'Why, there's yer Great God, the
Pather, he is willin!' the salvation of all
menj and there's your great God, the 3an, he.
is inthercedin', aml there's yer Great God,
the Holy Ghost, he is dhrawint! -- but that
little black man down there outpulls them
allit.»

It is not known how long the egatlstical and unpopular Rev.
Thompgon atayed herej but he helped to organize the Firat Univer-
galiszt Soclety in 1826. Forty two people,ineluding five women,
gigned the charter (appendix) which provided that all members
were entitled to vote at every meeting and all matters were to be
determined by majority vete. The Scelsty moved to continue the
ardinances of the Lord's Supper and Baptism but to leave to
every member the observance and manner of his participstion.

The early society met in the court house, bat scon enemiaes, real
or supposed, forced Its removal and a meeting house was started
within a few years.

The unpopularity of Universalism in the religilous field
did not keep the early members from public service. At least
three of the charter members served the village as alderman; one
of these, Fzra S.Barnum, was first elected in 1817 as consiable,
eollector and coroner. At one time, Me.Bapnum could lssue protess,
serve it, try the convict, hang him, hold induest, and sell the
convietts effects for taxes. Although Mr.Barnum was ignorant
of the law when he took office, only two of hia cases were aver
appealed. After his multiple service in city offica, he was
appointed U.S.Marshal and Commissicner of Deeds.

Ancther prominent Universalist was Ardrew S.Pond, who
engaged in iron menufacture with Ephraim Hert and “gained a
handsome property?. In all of the financial records of the early
church, Mr.Pond's contributions ars the mes t generocus.(appendix)
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Qur knowledge of this Firgt Speiety is extensive for we
have not only the complete church fecords, but many volumes of
the Utica Masszine snd Gospel ddvocate, published here for fif-
teen years. AL its beginning in 1829 the Magazine wag distrib-
uted broadeast throughout the village by the editor, Dolphus
Skinner, our second minieter. This was in answer teo a vigorous
attack on Universalism by the Rev.Dirk C.Lansing of the Second
Fresbyterian Church. Brether Skinner was an adrolt and worthy
antagonist: Many of the early artiecles are concerned with
minutiae -- the Seriptural psssages were tortured and iwisted
to mske suitable proof for Universaiiem. One of the early actians
to be reported waa the heresy trial of birs.Charlotte Pond (wife
of andrew) who was accused by the Congregational Calvinistie Church
of Hanover.

With the court house being denied for services, the new
Society bought a lot from Nicholas Devereux an the sireet bearing
his name, in the uptown section of the village. Attendance at
evening affairs was made cagsier by the village's installation of
street lights on Genesee Street -- there were fifty-five between
Bagg Square znd Court Street. A brick building was started on
the lot and the Rev.Dolphus Skinmer deliveged the sermon at the
laying of the cornersgione, saying in part.

",..The fact is, truth is progressive; and in dissenting
from the popular doctrines of the day and exbracing
further light on the subject of religion, we act on
the first end fundamentel principle of Protestantisms
viz: that the Hible is one guide, and that every man
has the right to examine it freely and irdependently
for himself....and model his faith and form his prac-
tice agreeable to what he believss is taught therein.

.s:We have come to the full conviction that the popular
doctrines of the day embrace but a part of the truth
that dod has revealed in his Gospel, and with that
part, much arror. We do not profess infzllibility;
but we profess end mean to practice honesty.”

The esrly Universalists were seldom adicated men, even
by siardards of those days, but they were thoughtful; their
pagsion for their beliefs was deep and true. In many ways the
Seciety Tlourished. The Universalist Female Charitable Society
was Tormed to halp with the housekeeping. Heat was supplied with
wood stoves, and light by whale oil lamps. At celebrations held
in the basement of the building, such as st Chriatmas, it was
thought moteworthy that even though the admission was all of £ifty
cents, correct change was given at all times, and no lotteries were
aliowed. That these sarly members felt persecuted, however, is
shown in a letter written many years later by Gratis Skinmer
{Mrs.Dolphus)7

"T am reminded of the few that remain that can
sympathize with the piloneers at a period when
Universalism wes consldered next akin to erime.
We were glad to recelve as friends all who 414
not openly abuse us. Those who gtood agross the
way and made faces we considered as harmless.t
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CHAPTER ITI

Seemingly every way but finencially, the Universalist
Seciety flourishad. The village of Utieca as growing and ithe
ngtion itgelf was undergoing profound chacges in the years
begtween 1825 and 1836. 1In a triumph of frontier democracy,
Andrew Jackson had been elected to the presidency of the
country. -The first publie railroad, the Baltimore and Ohlo,
had been started -- an event that apellad the eventual doom
of Utica as a transportation center. The American Unitaridn
Agsceiation had been started in Boston, over the protest of
¢lder clergymen who feared that suech an assoeciation would
eircumgeribe individual liberty. Wwilliam Lioyd Gerrison
started publishing the Liberator tec mark the beginning of the
abolitionist movement.

In New York State, the Legilslature provided that ne minis-
ter or priest could be forced to dimsclose any confession made to
him in a professional character. The first Roman Catholic Church
west of the Hudson had been built by Nicholas Devereux in Uticaj
the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latier Day Saints wae started
with the bapitizing of the {irst converts in Seneca Lakej these
followerg of the Book of Mormon goon moved wastward to escape
persecution from their neighbors. William Miller of Albany began
preaching the gecond coming of Chrisgt, scheduled for 128434 this
caused a powerful famatical awakening followed by profound apathy
when the event did not oceur. His followers recouped to found
the Advenitlst church. These were minor sects, slong with Universal-
jsm and Unitarianism in this area.

Education here had not been negliected. Utica Academy was
founded in 1814; and a common school was established in 1817.
Hamilton College at Clinton was started to educate white and Indian
youths; in nearby Fairfield, the College of Physieians and Surgeons
of the Wesiern district of New York became the second largest and
one of the bhest equipped and run medical colleges in the whole
country. The goursa consisted of twelve weeks of lectures am did
not include seeing & single sick person!l The Utlea Lycevm of
Natural Scienceas was founded, indicating a gemine interest in the
gtudy of nature. Clinton was the home of many schools, ineluding
Clinteon Liberal Institute (male and femsle divisions) for the
training of young Universalists.

In 1832, Utica was incorporated as a city; the population
had reached 8,328. Ninety-twe malls a week came inte the city by
stage or post; foriy-one scheduled packet boats left the ecity each
week, armd nine stsgecoach lines ran in all directions. In the sszme
year the dread Asiatic cholera was an ungeen traveller along the
Canal. Early in June, religious socleiles petiticned the civy
eounecil to unite in observing a day of fasting, humilistion and
prayer in consequence of the pestilence. This may have been
touched off by the discovery of a body lying dead in Elizabeth
Street: to prevent panic, the body was secretly interred at night.
Prayers and fasting had no gontrel over the disease and many
people left the ecliy -~ thus spreading the malady over a wider
area. Some insisted that it was not cholera; but finelly hospitals
were gset up east of the city and also in the academy. DBusinegs was
suspended, schools and churches closed, and hearses were olften the
only vehicles moving in ihe streets. By September there had been
two hundred ceses, of which gixty-rive resulted in death. The
game story could be told of any of the canal cities. With the
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coming of frost, the disease stopped and normal activities grad-
ually resumed. The Universalist psper published on a regular
schedule however.

Three years later the first state convention of the anti-
slavery movement convened at Utica In the Second Presgbyterian
Church on Bleecker Street. In opposition, 2 public meeting waa
held in™the courtrcom for Weitlzens of Utica opposed to the pro-
ceedings of the Abelitionigtse™. The oppesition was not so much
for the abolitionist philosophy as for the wildness guch a meet-
ing generally provoked. This was no exception. At the courthouse,
a coislttes was appointed to ask the gonventlion to adjourn;
adjourn it did only after much tumult within the church. Mean-
while, an immense crowd gathered in the streets arcund the bulld-
ing. B8everal Mroughs" broke through with the ladder of one of the
hook andi ladder companies which they laid against the church.
Finally, with the adjourmment and the providential falling of
heavy rain, a destructive riet did not follow. A cannon was
brovght out and fired several times as a gesture of triumph, and
derrit Smith, well known Utican in the anti-salvery movement,
invited the displaced aboliticnists to meet at his home.

The Universalists were of courge concerned with the slavery
issue, and with other toples of the day. In the psges of the
Megazine and advocate are found discussions of prison reform,
western emigration, education, outlawing of dueling, and promo--
tion of temperance. A very active member in the femperance move-
ment, the Waghingtonisns, was Abner Grosh, Universslist minister
and editor of the paper. Belisving that sohg improved a.%y reform
movement, he composed several of which this is a saple:

WFill with water pure your glasses
Washingtonian lads and lasses

When the health and toast go round
Pure be all youwr worth and plessure
As with water, Heaven's tresaure

With which your glass be crowned;
Cheerful singing, leds and lasses
Voices ringing as your zlasses

Let the temp'rate toast go round
Eves all bright and cheeks all glowing
Health and peace to all bestowing

May pure water e‘er abound.n

Although education was avallable in the c¢ity, for those who
preferred and could afford tuition up to $6. a guarter, a select
school in the basement of the Universalist church was started.
subjects taught included reading, writing, orthography, grammar,
geography, arithmetic, history, rheterie, natural philoszophy,
chemisivy, geometry, surveying, algebra, ete. Also, Latin 1f
‘desired. OCne teacher was in chavge! :

Adult educatieon was supplied in the Berean Institute whieh
also met in the church basement. One of the charter menbers was
Edwin H.Chapin, who became one of America's foremost preachers,
at times rivalling Lyman Beecher in New York in the size of his
congregation. :
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Also from the pages of the Magazine and Advocate 9

W, .. It appears very desirable that Univer-
s81ist societies should more generally
egtablish Sunday Schools and Bible classes....The
advantages are many and great. The minds of
the youth will be furnished with a knewledge
of the Scriptuores which will serve as a bul-
wark to protect them from enemies of truth
ard virtne. The knowledge they obtain will
inerease their reverence i'or the Deity,
streng‘then their regsolution to do whatever

ig right apd finally add happingss to their
lives and comfort in their hour of death.
and tray ot the old as well as 1lhe young be
benefitted? HKow much better to enploy thelr
tire in acquiring useful knicwledpe than to em-
pley it &s many do -- sleeping on the benches,
roving in’ the fields or lounging obout the
tavernl "

The orga.nizat.icna}_ meeting of the New Yark State Universal-
ist Sunday School Soclety was held in Utica in 1842835 at that time
the Utica gehool consisled of one superintendent, seven femele and
five male teachers, seveniy-three pupils amd & library of tLwo
hundred volumes. The whole Utica group worked so hard for the
conventlon that they were treated to sn excursion on the new Chen-.
ango Canal -- the first recorded church school picnie.

Examination of the'church records revesls a very murky finan-
ecial record however. The First Socilety was reorgnized st least
ihree times, because of entangled finances aixi overlooked lawa.

The founders put their trust in promises that were broken and
patrons that went bankrupt. An unknown author left & long and
invelved account of the financial dealings whiich resds like & list
of "How Not to Start. & Church® (appi&dl In a final turst of
rhetorie, he closes the accounting:

", ..Most of the members of our scciety able to
pay enything, have already paid 211, or nearly
21l that they can pay, and hence will pay no
more, unless ithey are certain thereby of re-
deeming and completely paying for the house.
The utmost extent of ability and strength of
nerves poagessed will have 1o bte put forward
to save the house, ~-If successful, it places
our society on independent ground aid in as
prosperpus conditionh as any soeciety in the
place; if unsuccessful, we loose all that we
have dane, nay, worse than loose it, are
turned cout of door in debt, and trampled
underfoot by the cruel amd unpitying spoiler,
teunted and sbused for our misfortunes and
insulted in our calamities while the carr of
gpirituel tyranny and bigoted intolerance
will be driven furiously over our necks, who
have dared for a geasson to stem the forrent
of the corruptions and ebuses ald the wumpdt
of endless damnation will be the requiem they
will exultingly sound over our grave.®
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In spite of this impassioned plea, the building was sold
in 1845 -- at the time when most other denominatiohs had come
to the point of reccgnizing Universaliasm's right to exist.
The final disseluticn came when ihe iiev. Skinner, who had
cecsed to be mindster in 1832, presented & note for five years
salary ($600,annually) and for the money he hed advaneed on the
morigage. Many people expressed their regret that the Universal-
ists had Jlost their house and no ene exulted -- at least publiely.

The eity of Utica wag having troudles at the same tine.
Its pre-eminent place as & transportation center had been lost,
although there was still much canal activity. . Community leaders
felt that some united action was desperstely needed to bring back
prosperity. A comudittee of three,including thet grominent Univer~
salist Andrew S.Pond, was conmissioned te investipgste varicus
possibilities. The three men returned enthusiastically proclaining
the advantages of textile millg powered with steam.

The followirg year, Tlice Steam Woolen Mills wsg ine orporated
with Ardrew S.Pord ws presidepty among the directors were Dolphus
Skirmer and Nigholas Deversux. Other mills soon came inte being;
workers were drawn from the Irish whose inmigration inte this country
was a result of ihe potato famine overseas. The Irish people were
usually members of St.Patrick's parish in West Utdca. Even mere
prominent In the city was the influx of German refugees. These
people orgarized thelr own Lutheran and Moravisn churchss; they
worked in the textile wills or in the meat packing industry.

For the Roman Catholics among them, St.Joseph's Church was buiit
across the sireet from St.Patrick's. It was many years before any
services in these churches were conducted in English.

with the sale of the church building -- the First Univergal-
ist Society ceased to exist -- but Univeraslism flonrished A
"prominent ard worthy brother® reported tw the Evangelical Maga-
zine thal seversl discourses by Brother T.J.Sawyer were well re-
celved by large and attentive audisnces. (Rev.Sawyer wss of . the theo-
logical department of Clintor Liberal Institute, the f‘or‘erunnff of
St.Lewrence Theological School). The complainamt carries ans

... XIf many individuals who attended the Univar-
salist meetings in Utieca and who were looked

upon as promipent members of the society, had
done their duty and sueieined their own minis-
ters halfl as well by their purses and their
aitendance as they did Episcopsl and other
churches, the cause would never have been -
droepped in Utice...Had these individuals who

knew theipr duty end did 1t not, performed well
their part, we would not at this moment be
hougeleas~~our harps would not now be henging

on the willows. It 1s enough to make one's

bloed Doil to think how the cause of Universslism
was bled in Utica by the eraven hearted lovers of
popularity., If il was not for this accursed

love of popularity, Universalism would long since
have been triumphent in our city.w

Thiz unnamed gertleman saw his hopes materialize for 2 hew
society. The Rev.kben Francls provided regulsar preaching in
Mechanie's Hall; within three years of the failure of the Mirst
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Society, the Central Univergalist Sociely was incorporated by
dgeyeral male persons of full age¥. Members who signed the

book included four men and fifteeh women from the original socie-
ty. A new building nemed "The Churech of the Reconclliation” was
completed in 1583, near the corner of Coluwbla end Sensca

Streetsy it cost $12,800. and seated 420 people. A portion of the
church wall still stands znd now separaies the two sections of the
present Marine Midlend Bank. "Hecofielliation® officially applied
only to the chureh building umtil 1218 -- not to the society;
however, the name was soon used for both. Lo explanation has been
found for choosing this name, but accordirg to statements made

by many Universalists, 1t was meant to signify the final harmony
of all souls with God, the reconcilistion of religion and reason,
or agreemepnt, oneness, satistaction, peace.

Mrs.Caroline Sawyer, wife of the Rev. T.J.Sawyer of Clinton
and = moderately famous @ithoress in her own right, wrote & speeial
hymn for the laying of the cornerstone of the new building which
took place on July 15,1951. The hymn eoncludeds1d

“Yoars still shell pass: Hoar age shall file
¥iith noiselesa tooth the messive sione
7111 low shall lay this massive pile

In shapeless ruin o'erthrowni:

while from & higher loftier dome.

Cur spirits o'er the wreck shall gaze

Ard in the goul's eternal home

Its being's Scurce forever praisel

If nothing else, this shows the extent of the theologleal change
in the past hundred years. The hymn wag used again at the lgying
of the cormerstone of the present building in 1207.

From the founding of the Central Universaiist Society, the
taagk of a historien becomes wuch more difficuli. The Evangeliecal
Magazine had moved from Utica to New York City, so no local news
was in its pesges. Available records c¢onsist of minutes of trustee
meetings, which are more noted for brevity than for clarity or
intersst, occasional letters, programs or newspaper clippings.
sdded te this, Universalism was no longer new and its advocates
had ceased to feel zealous =-- as many movements do when the
second gencration takes over. It was probably difficult to dis-
tinguish this church from ¢ther churciws in the city in liturgy,
hymnody ard rituals, even though the thread of liberslism con-
tined. In 1885, the Church of the Reconciliation was one of
133 Mew York 3Siate Universalist churches with 4570 members
(the Unitarians had 16 churches and 1025 members).

Probably almost as soon as the church building was finighed
an unncoilced event occurred which was later to make the building
famous throughout the pation ~~ a geed of a mountain ash tree
lodged in a seant pocketful of dirt in the north tower and took
hold. The tree eventually grew nearly {ull size, and was Te~
garded ag a choice lsndmark. Careful arrangemsnts were made %o
transfer the tree to Forest Hill cemetery when the building was
301d many years later. "The church with the tres in the tower®
was much photographed. *
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The Central Universalist Society was a financial success
rom the start; pew rentals in the church were collected from
The whole church debt was paid off by 1866 (appendix);

32 people.

then mgre money was borrowed for the construction of & Sunday
Sehool wing. When the naw addition wag completed, fifty-one
children were baptized. There are no records of baptiams for
several years before this, so it probably represents an accut-
ulation rather than a phenomenal birth rate.

-~
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CHAP'TER IV

Again, the church records do not reflect the excitement
thet must have prevailed In the city during the years befere
the wer Between the States, Would thst someone had seen fit to
preserve a few sermons aleng with the stacks of recelpts and
minutes!l

After Utica became a city, the Whigs and the Democrats
contrelled the elections usually; prominent citizens took less
and less part in the official proceedings. As the election of 1860
approached one wonders how any work was done in the city. Temts
for the hew Republican party amd for the Democrats were erected
near Oneida Square; it was claimed that 10,000 people could be
sheltered to hear campaign eratory. Uniformed marching cluba
represented the pearties -- the wide Awakes for the Hepublicans
and the Little @iants for the Democrats. In February, 1861,
Fresident-elect Lincoln peassed through Utica on his way % the
white House; stemding on the rear platfem of a train, he made
a few remarks to the assenbled crowd, snd then was addressed by
a local crator. The polieca depsrtment of twelve men and their
chief are reported to have done an excellent job of eontrolling
the crgwd -- ag wall they might. They were paid $35. monthly
for their services.

an unfinished letter found between the pages of an old
pook glves a glimpse of the excitement. This appesrs to have
been written by the daughter of the Rev.T.D.Cogk and evidently
her younger brother had died shortly before. The lettexjsis
dated Feb,3,1861,and is in beautiful Spencerian seript.

My dear Uncle Derwin

I write you this efterncon for & double
purpose =~ firstly to cheer you up a little
and secondly to cheer myself; for you must
know it ie pleasant to write 1¢ cne as inti-
mate with Johnnie as you always wers.

Your own health isn®i very good ig it?
Well, I'm sorry for that, for I think some
of going on to Washington (or some other
place if that city is destroyed) as =
Government Clerk; and perhaps ay pariticular
friend Horce Greeley, Esq. may find a berth
for you in which case you'd have to fatten
up & little for the lebor is hard though
the psy is good--I*m in hopes of getting
a $500 place. Kow what will you do to put
the flesach onto your bones and the color in
your cheeka. I'1ll tell you. dJust save up
money enough from those papers of tobacco
that you throw awayl--mark thatll--till yeu
get & dollar--only ONE. Then take a yesrly
aubseription to the "Water Cure Journal®.
Read 1t earefully, cardidly, and honestly,
and then practice its precapts. Give up *,
chewing for one year, only <ne, ~--go to earning
mongy and be what every imhabitant of this
great country should be viz: an enterprising
man l...You can scareeely lmagine how lonely I
am here. Up or abed, working, playing or study-
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ing it dis all the same-- continually thinking
of the times that were--of pleasure enjoyed

or of sorrows borne with one we ghall hever see
on earth agaln.

A week sgo Surdey--(it's Mondey evening now)}
Father presched & most impresive discoursej from
the text,--"We have John alse for our minister®
++.The last scenes in Johnniet's sickness were
faithfully and heantifully deplected. Auntie

~ I suppose has deseribed to you, better than I
c¢an write, what occurred...®

In an era when diphtheris, tuberculosis and typhold were unchecked,
and antisepsis was unknown, the inevitability of death and the
hope of immortality were in the forefromt of consciousness.

After Fort Sumter was fired upon, recrulting in the eity was
active.  The Utice (itizens' Corpa, which had been organized in
1837, wvolunteered as a upit and was the first to report to active
duty in 4lbany. The Corps furnished for the Union Army fifty-nine
coumissioned officers ineluding six major genersals and three brdg-
agler generaia. On its 50th amniversary, the Corps was received
into the Natiomal Guerd; it hes hal continuous existence for a
century amd a quarter.

Thera wag tension in the nation, and also within the ehuwrch,
for the Rev. T.D.Cook was accused by industrizlist Dolphus Skinner
and others of "not acting like & Chrigtian gentleman in his pre-
vious position® (His former pastorate was Providence,Rhode Ialand.)
Majority and minority reports were filed, but just how our minig--
ter failed to measure up is never more fully explained.

Certainly the comgregation must have been split over this
matter; perhaps this accounts for the asperity of this note sent
by the tremsurer of the Soclety to the Moderator:ld

n Dec.22,1863

E.5.Barnum,lsqg.
The t&x collector of the 34

Ward has called on me twice for the tax
for sewer in Madison Lane. The Gas
Company also called yesterday for pay for
alechol for the meter in the church. As
the Trustees heve pald no money into my
hande for the purpose of meeting these
expenses, and as I understand one of the
Trustees has more confidence in his own
integrity and ability than he does in the
Treasurerts, I very respectfully suggest
that you pay these bills and take receipts
therefor. _

Yoursg

D.P.White®

The note ie hastily written in pencil and cbvicusly wes never
intended to survive to the present day. Mr.Rarnum,who had served
the village of Utica in so many ceapacitles, must have been a rather
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old man at this time. D.P.White was probebly a public spirited
ard pepular printer who was sctive as & volunmteer fireman, a
Mason and Odd Fellow, and served for eighteen years as com-
misaioner of the publie achools. Finally, ihe differences be-
tween the two church faetiorns were resolved with the calling of
4 new minister.

The General Convention of Unlversalists met in Concerd,
New Hampshire in 1864, and passed resolu‘ticnsl-ghat probably re-
flgeted the majority semlments of the Union:

Whereas; the fearful war with which owr natian
has been scourged for years still continues,
and makes additional demends on our courage,
energy, patience and faith,tierefore

Resolved: that we recognize in it punishment

of our people for their persistent arrogance

and oppression. We cannoi therefore hope for
the return of peace through efforts to rivet
anew the chaine of the bondsman, & to¢ perpetuate
the former glaring inconsistenc:’l.es between

our professions of love for liberty and the
support of alavery.

In 1885 along with the rest of ibe North, Utica rejoiced in
the final victory at Appomatox. On Friday evening, April 14, sev~
ergl citizens met in the Common Council rooms to arrarge & vigtory
celebration; & few houra later, the celebration was cancelled with
receipt of the news of the iragedy at Ford'a Theater in Washington.
at 20 a.m. the next morning, the death of President Lincoln was
announced. Before ncon, houses and places of business Wwere draped
in black, and all the church bella tolled from noon untll two.

On April 26, the *long black train® with its hallowed burden peased
tharough the city. )

During the Recaonstruction ers, Utlcan Rogece Conkling
amerged as one of the most powerful men in the federal government
and an uwndisputed leader in the Republican machine. He had been
meyor of the olty, district sttorney for Oneida County, and elected
to the House of Representatives before 1860. He was described as
a handgome man of undenisble ability, an artist in the nse of
inveetive and a maater of ®spread-esgie* oratory; he depised re-
formers andl was the greatest spollsman of them all. He was &
member of the Redical, anti~Johnson factloni General Grant gave
him sole suthority over distribution of federal patronage in
New York State. Conkling and Blaine were nominated for the presi-
dency in 1876, but eventually Hayss wes the party's cholce. Conk-
l1ing becsme fatally 11l after being caught in tive famous blizzard
of *BB.

Another nationally prominent Uticen was Heratio Seymour, once
governor of the state and Democratic camdidate for president
1868. At the end of a long and ugeful life, Governor Seymour
retired to his home in North Utica {(near Horatic Street.

With such prominent local contacts, it is net suwrprising
that we can find no record of concern with the tariff, the spolls
systam, trust busting and other great issues of the dgy. 4l1 of
American Protestamtism,like politics,wes orthodox and conservative.
Many intellesctual agpecis were neglected,but the Central Universal-
ist Society was true to the prineiples of ite foundera in at least
ane recorded instance.
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When Robert Ingersoll, self-styled agnostic, wished to
lecture here, the Universaliasts werse the only organizatian to
pernit him the use of their building. Perhaps many of thoae
who came to hear Mr.Ingersoll rode on the new horsecar trolley
on Genesee Street. In 18Y5, Utlca was the scene of many bril-
liant gocial events, when Generals @Grant, Hooker and Sherman all
visited here for the reunion of the Army of the Cumberland.

In 1881 the 50th anniversary of the Universalists in Utica
was observed and was fully reported in the press. (It is un-
known how these gentlemen added 50 to 18251) By thls time,
Universaliasm had become eminently respectable. The breach in the
congregation had healed enough so that the Rev.T.D.Cook wag the
main speakerj; he recognized the inrocads of Darwinism with the
atout statement:

ngeplogy cannot take the place of the |
beatitudes; the telegraph, the rail-car |
and the hewspaper do not make the love |
of Calvary less congenial to our thoughts.®

Another speaker on this occasion stated "As Christisns, we must
be in sympathy with theé socisl demands of our times"--thus doing
a bit of forecagting.

The one time that the Board of Trustees acted an the advice
given above ii.?present.ed faithfully in the minutes and is self-
explanatoryt.

“RESCLVED: That the Board of Trustees of the
Chureh of the Reconciliation having heard
with.pleasure the resclution of the Board of

" Bxelge of the city of Utlca to reduce the
number of licensesy therefare resolved: That
the trustees of sa1d church do heartily ap-
prova the poliecy of reducing the number of
licenses in the city of Wtica and would
regpectfully ask that no license be granted
to the saloon next to the gaid Church of the
Reconeiliation on Sensca St.%

{How the Board of Excise raplied is unknown; but we do know that
fir-s;. a tobaeco shop, then & millinery shop later replaced the sal-
00N,

Throughout the state within a few years of the semi-centen=-
nial eelebratien, Calvikiam began disintegrating, helped by the
spread of evolutionary thinking and higher Bible eriticism.
Churches of other dernominations soft pedaled parts of thelr 1it-
urgy and creed, or else re-interpreted “these parts in a more
liberal 1light. Universalist country churehes began to suffer
along with those of other denominations from depopulaticn.

In general, the minutes of the parish meetings are dull and
very dry. However, in 1887, a lively series of meetings was re-
corded by -some unknown but hard working clerk of the parish.

At this time the chureh debt was $1500, but extensive repairs were
reguired immediately. The north wall of the church had been
dampged when a new bullding wae excavated on that side ({not the
saloon); the eity*s commercial district had come up to the very
doors of the cawrch. The only greenery was the ivy on the walls
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and the tree in the tower. At the first of these meetings, the
proposition was made the bullding be demolished 2nd a new bloek
contalning stores on the street level with church anditerium
and Zunday School reoms on the second floor be erected. This
suggestion brought forth lively discussionsy it was opposed by
Mr.Phile Curtis who stated that if the church could not live
without going into a move of that kind, 'twas better thet it
ahould éis. On the other hand, former minister Mr.Ballou pre~
dicted that if no new energy or activity were awskened in the
Society, there would he no Universaliats in. Utica within
twenty-five years. After further lively discussion, members of
the parish gave approval for the change by a two to cnhe ratio.

Someone mughk iave done some proselytizing, for the

opinion changed and st snother meetlng within & month, the vote
was reversed and the itrustess instructed to procesd with the
repairs., Finally a motion to sell the church to pay the debts »
was made, seconded and carried by such a large majority that
the clerk was forced to call the attention of the chair to the
fact that more people voted than were members of the Societyl
The result of the whole geriles was that repairs were made, the
chapel was redecorated, and the building was wired far electricity--
three incandescent lights were used. TFar from the Society's
declining, a few years later ithe membership given wes two humdred
?g the average attendence at Sunday School was & hundred and

ifty.

By this time, many more immigrante had cme into the area.
The firat Jewish synagogue, the House of Jacob, Was organized in
1870; shortly after that, many Italian laborers who had worked on
the West Shore Railroad settled in Bast Wica, beginning the nu-
eleus of a large Italian zection with many Roman Catheolie churches
with elaborate decarstions. By 1880, the Polish community had
alsc grown lerge enough to suppart their own church in West Utica.

A noble experiment wes gtarted in Bast Utica about the same
time. ‘The second Univergalist church, The Church of Cur Father, was
erganized in 1888 at a meeting in Mary Street School. Threa years
later a brick church was erected on Blescker Street near Kossuth
Avenns, the house and lot together cost $12,000, Children
of the Church of the HReconeiliation each donated enough money for
a brick to help the huilding fund. The building sested 400
people. One hiatory of Utlea reported that the mesbership was
sbout 80, and the Sunday School about 200. Rev.George 4.Sshlin
was probably the only Universelist minister to serve that church
exelusively. This soclety did not prosper and the church build-
ing was later sold to the Baptistej 1t served the Negro community
as St.Paul's Baptiat Church, and later housed the cangregation
of the Assembly of God. It is now for sale.

At this time, Sundsy School pienics were itremendous atitrag-
tions -- possibly accounting for much of the church school regis-
tration. We have receipted bills for one Sunday School pienic held
at Cazenovia Lake, with transportation provided by a special
train on the New York Central Raillrosd. The Utica Citizens® Band
and Orchestra wag paid $12 for their services; and the same amount
wag expended for ten gallong of that deliclous treat -- lce cream}
The uptown section of Utlca was graced with a monumert to the
soldiers of Utlca who fell in the War of the Rebellion; this was
unveiled in 1891, Funds for the menument were obtained through gifts
and public entertaimments managed largely by the ladies of Utilea.



|
\
N
¢
|
z
t
-

-2l -
CHAFIER V.

The turn of the eentury brought more changes. In 1899,
erowds lined the sidewalks to see the first automobile go through
Ttiga, travelling between New York and Clsveland. It was serviced
by a mechanic who travelled ahead of the vehicle by train in
order to be on hand for vepairs in each city. The bicyele craze
hit Utica -- mayors and judges pedalled 1o court, physicisns msde
their rounds, and ministers called on the gick and dying =-- all
by bicyciz. This and the automobile brought sbout the desire for
better reads in the county--by 1912, there were over a hundred
miles of first class macadam road in the county.

In the medical fleld, compulsaory vacecination was introduced
for all school chilkiren amid a storm of protests from the Christlian
Scientists; and medical officer Dr.william Clarke discovered that
typhoid fever was being carried into the Eighth Ward by houseflies--
the first time ever the common fly was recognized as a dissase
hearing mechanilsm.

Te look back, this may seem like the Golden Age, but those
who worked twelve honrs daily in the mills or took piecework into
their hovels would not agree. These were not represented in the
congregations of the leading churchesi for the typicsl Universalist
church goer, it must have seemed that the battle for liberalism
was won; the faith had become agrseable and pleasant. It muet
nave been no hardship to go 4o service and hear thatWalways before
man is a chance to develop and that always in man 1s the power to
unfold. Progress coward and upward forever is the logical destiny
of man®,  After all, everyone was right, and there was nothing
much to £ight about . :

Women in New York State had voted legally twenty years
before; our first woman trustee, Mrs.C.C.@reen, wes elected to
fill a vacancy and then reelected in her own right. Miass Anga
Perry also served as clerk at the same time.

There ware of coursa, the omnipresent financial cbligstions;
sometimes providence took care of these too. In 1803, fire de-
stroyed a part of the church building, ard with the insurance
mongy, the trustees were able 10 pay the back salary of the minig-
ter, pey all tne mortgege and loans, and repair the Sunday School
wing. In addition, monsey was raised for a new prgan; Andrew
Carnegie sent a very genercus contribution. Homwever, days at
the downtown location were numbered, and ip 1906 the property
was s01d amd the Comsteck home at the corner of Genesee and Tracy
Sireets purchased. Sinee the old chirch was to be torn down,
menorial windows and the large window with the Ffigure of Christ
holding the world were incorporated into the new building. The
organ was moved, and scme of the other chureh fittings. The
home was remodelled for use a8 a parish house, and the corner-
stone of the new sdjoining church laid 1in 1207. The miniater's
salary was $1500. and Bl pledging units contributed $2600.

The minlster's stlary had not increased in 1913, but the
churel budget was estimated ai $3600. There were nine irustiees
ineluding two women, apd these organizationst Ladies Aid,
Mission Circle, Sundasy School, Men's Club, anl Young Pecple's
Christian Union. The amnual Sunday School picnic was held at
Hecla, e¢asily reached by electric interurban trolley. Days of
two or everi three Sunday 9ervices were long since past; now the
chireh even closed for most of the summer.
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The whole chureh organization must have been vary busy in
the summer of 1913, when the local chapier of the Young Peaple's
Christian Unien were hosts to the national convention. Conferces
worked hard for three days, and ihen were able to see some of
the countryside. An excursion to Trenton Falls was arprarnged on
the New York Central. The old hotel was not open, but the porches
and kitchen were commandeered for & bangquet. Ancther gpecial
train was hired for the trip to 0ld Forge; the guests boarded-

a lake steamer for the irip to Fourth Lske. The whole outing,
including meals, was $2. The nexi day arrargemenis were made for
an excursion of 500 people to Cooperstowny this was $2.25. On the
final day of the convention, the excursionists visited Orilskany
Battlefield via electric trolley and then to Summit Park where there
wers pavillicna, and outdeor theater, shooting galleriles, a roller
coaster, boats and canoes on the Oriskeny Creek, dansing, and
finally & ball game--New York Universalilsts against the nationl
Prominent in the local organization were the Frear brothers, James
and Heobert, and alse T.Harvey Ferris.

Shortly came the involvement in World War I, but the only
mention is that a soldiler about to go overseas received baptism.
War enthusisam was reflected in & World Drive for World Peace in
1929. 'The goal was $20,000; over $26,000 in cash and Liberty bonds
was realized. After debts had been paid and a contribution to the
natienal organization had been made, a trust fund was sisrted with
the remaining $18,000. Coliection of the pledges was enlivened by
correspondence in which the trustees are accused of hastening the
departure of Dr.lkichols from this pastorate because he tock part
in a panel on which the radical International Workers of the World
was also repregsented! The trustees denied the charge; other lettere
rove that the churech tried to prevent his leaving.

In the years between the World Wars, church membership
in the gtate inecreased at sbout the same rat@ as the population;
however, the Universalists closed 23 of 68 churches and lost
1,000 members. Unitarians lost 4 churches of 25 and some 1300
merbers. The iafluence of organized religion declined drastical-
ly; many Protestanis were no longer conecerned with the strict
observance of Sunday and sgnosticism was common ehougn to gZo
nnnoticed. The trend was away from ritualistic observance to
g miznistry of human welfare. The battle between science and
religion had been settlad to the satisfaction of most people.

In this area, which had been a center for producing mili-
tary supplies during World War I, the economy felt the ilnevitable
hangover. It 1922, the knitting industry was hard hit by de-
pression =~ eighteen mills failed and the six that were left
were running at a loss. Thousands of people were out of work.
Recavery was slow. Dy 1928, Utica citizens again took action as
the Chamber orf Commerce organized a coemmittes to sesk more
divergified industiry for the Mohawk Valley. This wag the hegin-
ning of the famous "loom to boom® effort that was to come to
fruition twenty-five years later. However, during the Great
Depression, survival was more important than growith. One quarter
of Utica's families were on relief and the situastion did not
become compleiely corrected until the effect of Lend Lease and,
World War II buying was felt in 1940.



‘By thisg time, the denomination had become more and more
like other Protestant churchgg. Applicants for memberghip signed
a pledge vwhich read in part:

"Because I wish to live a good and true
life, and the Church of Clrist calls me

- to the noblest Living; because I wish to
serve my fellow man to the best of my
ability, and the Church gpurs me onto the
highest service, I desire %o unite with
the church.

and because I find myself in substantial
agreement with the teachings of the Uni-
versalist church, se far as I understand
thenm, I desire tc join thet branch of the
Church.® (appenqix‘}

For all of the pe_r-iod between the wars and continuing through
World uar II, church aifairs were under ihe capable lesdersinip of
Halph k.Jones, whose greal grandfather, Aarcn Grosth, was the third
minister o' 1he church, ana “whose children and granecuilaren are
nov members. hr.Jones was the president of Utica Knitting Mills
and was an excellent administrator; he was also devoted to the
welfare of the church, serving as moderator until his death in
1948, r.O.J0Lickeown gave even longer service as clerk, where
he served for thirty-three years. The Board of lrustzes was
incereased to twelve persons and changed very little curing this
perind -~ trustees were rencminated and reslected term after term.

Undew the leadership of Mr.Jones ard during the minisiry of
rev. T.d.3aundersy several far reaching chs.noes were made in the
church. In January, 1826, at the annual parish meeting, the members
voted to convey all real properties te lhe New York 3tate Conven-
tion of Universalists, with the understanding that the Convention
would immediately deed the property back to this parish for its
use as long as & Univeraalist church should exist in Uticea. This
arransement was a common one for churches in New York State.

4t the same meeting, the parish wemt on record as favoring
cooperation between the Universalists and Unitarians of tinis city.
The Unitarians had rnever heen orga.nized as & church; however there
had been a groue in the 1880's led by Kr.E.r7 Powell, author of
several books dealing with such varied subjects as evolution and
fruit culture. kir.Powell had a large orchard near Clinton, where
the small Unitarian greup went for yearly outing=. One of our
presant members, Mrs. DeLaughter, whe was & little girl at the time,
reiembers him a8 being very tempermental; it is not known how long
the group existed, but the attempl to have a churceh failed.

Even before this, the poassibility of ccoperation between the
Universalists and the Unitarians had been discussed at length.
s early as 183%, Stephen Smith wrote in the Gospel Advoctate: 13

"...The discussion of thiz subject respecting
the "worship of Christ" is a kind of an heir-
loom in the Universalist family. It was be-
queathed to us sane years sihice, when certain
leading Unitarian cleargymen took occasion to
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agsure the public that they were not Univergalists.
Wie then looked diligently, but Ilcoked in vain for
the corresponding assertion that Universslists were
not Unitarians; but it seems that the discovery has
gince been made -- and that, hencefarih, there is
to be precisely the same difference hetween a Unies
versalist ami a Unitarian, as between a Unitarian
and a Universalisti Of the immense value of this
discovery, those who live beyond the boundaries
where the two denominations ever ceme or are likely
to come in contact and collision with each other,
will probably never entertain an adequate conception.

Unfortunately there seems 1o exist a kind of
neceassity for controversy among us. A4t least we
are seldom without it, whether necessary or not.
For no gooner has one cracheét been disposed of
then the harness ard weapons are resumed for new
conflicts -« and inasmueh as enamies cannot
always be found -- why, we must, if poszible carry
on war with each other.®

By 1986, there were several 'unchurched' Uniterians living
in the eity; on March 1, the Bosrd of Trustees voted the following:=

It was moved, seconded and carried that
Mr.Seunders be given suthority to receive inte
the church at Easieriime all Unitarians esrd others
at his discretion.®

At a special parish meeting eight days later, the by laws
were reviged snd the neme YThe Church of the Keconciliation (Uni-
vergalist-Unitarien} was adopted without dissent. The object was
given in these phrases:

vee "o advance the cause of Liberal
heligion a8 expressed by the Univer=-
selist an¢ Unitarian denondrations®t.

On haster Sunday, federstion was accomplished by giving the right
hand of fellowship to twenty Unitarisns. This was & unique and
possibly illegal wsy of accomplishing federstion, since it wes
not the Jjoining of twe pre-existing churches, but time has sanc-
tified the union. It has proven to be a happy and beneficisl one
for meabers of betih denominstions. Hewever, it is not surprising
to fird, as late &g 1944, the Loard expressilg the official view
that Lthe church was Universalist in orientation and outlook rather
than biderominatiocnsal.

Another federation wae accomplished & few years later -- be-
tweon the Ladies Ald, the Enterprize Clab, ths Mieslon Circle which
all combined tec form the Womer'‘s Sdciety. A socilal and money
raising feature of these years was the annuel Christras bazaar.

In 1929, the two day aifair cleared $475.88; but the gtrernuous
activity was alsemtinued in 1985, as prefits hecase less.

Algo Guring this ministry, the Board of Trustees, in response
with the generally conservative outleok of the parish and the
incresaing terdencies foward cogperation within the Protesgtant
sects, accepted an invitation to join the Cotneil of Churches. Qur
right to belong to {his organizatlon was not questioned for many
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years, but in 1968, the Council offieially withdrew the membership.
The basis for this action wag that since we gould not acknowledge
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, we did not meet the membership
raeguirements satisfactorily. {Appendix)

During the depression years, survival was important., Bew
causge of the fortunate financial position of the chwreh -- no
debts and a trust fund -- and because of the presence of finan-
cial "angals" on the Board of Trustees, cloaing the doors naver
even begame.-probable. Actually, problems c¢reated by the de-
pression intensified the need for a church, and certainly many
people received spiritual help in a quiet way.
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CHAPTER VI

Although both Universaldsts and Unitarians were known
as libersl denominations, their liberality had been leached by
ereeping conservatism. In the mid-thirties, both began te
awaken.

The Unlversalist Church of Amierica, aeeting in Washing-
ton, D.C., adopled a new avewal of faiths

HThe Bond of Fellowsioip in the Univergelist
Chwrel: shiell be a commen purpose to do the
will of God as Jesus revealed it and to
cooperate in establishing the Kingdom for
wiieh he lived and died. To that end, we
avew our faith in God as Bternal and All
Conguering Love, in the spiritual leader-
‘ship of Jesus, in the supreme worth of every
human personality, in the autharity of truth
kiiown of to be known, am: in the power of
man of good will and sacrifiedial gpirit to
overcome all evil amd progressively estab-
lish the kihgdom of God."

Thus, the Universaliste put their faith not in docirines and
ereeds, but in purposes and goals.

The Unitarians appointed & Committee on Appraisal which
resulted in a complete overhauling of church organization; one
of the mbst noticeable results wae completely new church school
materials, the Beacon Series. Tnis scon turned into a Jjoint ven-
ture with the Universslists amd others.

Rev.Robert Killam begen his ministry in this church in
15853 from here he has gone on to becane one of the better known
leaders of the liberal faith. TYhe membership then was relatively
small -- the churen school had an enroliment of twenty-five
children in five classes. The anhual pienic was held at the
sumuer home of Ralph Jones in Hollend Patent, with transporisation
by Tamily cer. OQther orgarizaiions included the Vomen's Society,
the Young Peoplets Scciety, which presented plays and minstrel
shows, and an adult c¢lassy hovever, the shining example of & church
group was the Men's Club of 87 members, many of whom worked under
Mr.Jeones at Utica Knitting kills.

The need for a coordinating body other than the Beoard of
Trusiees wag recognized with the formation of a Church Council,
which was later called the Religious Educetion Committea. The
original nsme was adopted in the bylaws of 1958.

A building drive was held in 184L; at this time the inter-
ior of the church was remodelled, with the removal of the brass
railine in the chancel ani the installstion of a worship center.
Todis yeor also, the new Beacon Series in Eeligiops Eduwcation was
used in the ehurch scheol, under the leadership of Mercer Weiskot-
ten, superintendent, and Mrs.Verns Carncross, director; lMra.
Carneross had been sent to & conference to learn more about ‘this
new ldes, where the learner of any age is given the right to do
his own thinking in matters of faith. Since that time, the Beag~
con Series has been used, under hrs.Carncross's vigorous cham-
pionship.
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Dr.lynn Booth was our minister during World War II; member-
ship here was diffienlt to hold s in meny clurches. In 1943,
there were less than forty members. Dr.Booth alsa preachgd at
wWwashington Mills Congregaticnal Church and the Madison Universallst
Society. Church members put in leng hours of volunteer work,
egpecially at Khodes Military Hospltal on Burrstone Road.

—
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vith the end of the war and the return of many young people
anxicus to take advantage of the @.I. Bill, colleges blossored to
help those who wished to complete -- or start -- their education.
i Mohawk College shared the former Rhodes hospital with veterans!
housing. an extension of Syracuse University, Utica College,
! found & home in the Onelda Square area in a garage, some-houses,
an abandoned school amd several rented rooms. For one year, the
Church of the Hecomeiliation rented the church basement and the
I first floor of the parish house for cecllege clasges -- &n arrange-
i ment that required s good deal of forbearance on each side.
‘ lichawk Valley Technical Instituie, a two-year schoel, found a
place in & former day school building and an sbandoned knitting
mill. Mohawk College was transposed by meny steps and mergers
into Herpur College at Binghamton; all three schools recently
moved into beautiful new guarters.

Rev. John 8.Mackhee began hls minietry here in 1245 -~
he sspecially believed in the value of public relaticns and
gomnunity service. An &ir of change pervaded the church as
well as the community -- many knitting miils meved scuth, and
it wae recogniged that cther industries would have to be at-
tracted to the area. Once more, as it had = hundred years
before, community effort succeeted; retrained textile warkers
were hired for newly attracted industries; the “loom to boom”
program was uationally recognized as a fine example of a
community helping itself.

In ihke church, the congregation stayed relatively stesady
in nurbers, but besgan to experience a great turnover in mesbers.
Iin 1949 a new program of religious education wag started; the
children were given two hours of religious education znd related
activities on Surday morning; for sdults, 3unday foruws, meeting
after the service, bhad guest speskers from the colleges ani the
conmunity » More people were reached with sermons brosicast over
WRUN. Church activities were extended ito sports -- saftball and
shuftfleboard for the men, basketball for high schoclers.

The building was used to incubate many community groups .
Here the Utica Chapter of the United World Federalists was orgsn-
ized; also here the Brotherhood Council and the Mohawk Valley
Peace Council met. Wwhen memsbers of the cliy Board of Education
were to be elected by popular vote for the first time, the Church
of the Reconcillation sponsored a public foram whepre candidates
could express their views.

In 1947, Mreg.Caroline Cutter became the first woman memier
of the Board of Trustees sinece before World War I; socon began
: the practice of electing one woman to the Board each year; also
{ the custom began that membérs of the Beard would not serve more
than cne term of ihree years at any onz time. For the first
time, funds for leadership training were budgeted.

T
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In 1851, moderator Spencer Frindle complimented the churech
membars on their participation in the annwal meeting, such
healthy participation being relatively unknown before (but not
since). In 1262, when Mr.MacPhee resigned, and with prospects
for much giower communiiy growth, the Church of the Reconciliatian
united with the Reformed Christian Church in Barneveld to secure
the services of Rev. T.Conley Adams. The Adams family lived in
the parsonage in Barneveld, and lir.Adsms preached in both churches
Sunday mornings until his untimely desth on Thanksgiving Day of
1266, The arrangement was continued during the ministry of
Rev.Leon Simonetti, with the excepiion that the Utica church
purchased & paresonage on Sunset Avehue while the Adams family
continued te live in the pearsonsge ip Barneveld. Tnis arrsige-
ment proved difficult for the congregetians as well as the minis-
ters, and when Rev.3imonetti left, it was amicably drapped.

In Warch, 1960, Hev.@reta Worstell was called as this
churchts 32nd minister in 136 years. The Rev.uiss Worstell
became the Rev.Mrs.Crosby hefore leaving in June,l1®61.

During the past ten years, the churech school hag grown
t0 over a hundred students -- partly as & result of more fanilies
and partly &8 & result of bigger families. The influx of people,
while not as phenomenal as in many l1iberal churches elsewhere, has
resulted in the need for more rooms, mere teachers, and more organ-
ization. 4s ever, the degree of interest shd concern shown hy
members of the church attests to its strength ard witality.

This then is our heritage -~ but 1t is not enough. We take
pride in these traditions, remembering that beliefe ard practices
found most worthy axd useful are the only ones thaet izst long
anough to becase traditions.

EBach human personality that grows and develops end helps
others to grow and develop in a 1iberal church aids in making
each organization unigue. Through the years, this has been mi-
marily an organization led by lay people. Only & few minlsiers
stayed longer then five years, and none as lopg &8 ten. In
contrast, scme lay people held church offices for twenty anmd thirty
years. What the records do not show is how many peaple worked
to make their dasires, prayers and dreams became reslity within
thig circle of liberal fellowship.

The Sirst members of the society signed their names to thia
statement 2

%We believe in the one unchangeable, and
infinditely wise, good and powerful Lord,

whoe 18 sole Creator, Proprietor, and Governor
of the miverse, amdl impartial Benefactor

of all mankind."

One decadets liberaliam is ancotherts orthodoxy, but the direct
descerdant of theagowerful words of 1825 are these, adopted in the
hy-laws of 1988.

#*This church ahall be a fellowship. of free
minds, having for its object the study and
prectice of liberal religion, the develop-
ment of the higher life of its members,
axﬂlghe building of a betier community and
world.
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The epirit of this church shall be twuly
liberal. Its pulpit shall be absalutely
free and untrammeled. The people of this
Church shall stand on & basis of egquelity,
gqually entitled to veote arnd hold off'ice
(subject to age limita preseribed by law)
and shall have an equal right al all times
to express thely opinions, convictions arnd
wishes; but no individual or group shall seek
to rule over others in matters of -belief or
conduct.i

As in the pasi, we must continue to develop personal and
organizational philosophy in accordance with the prineiple stated
by Dolphus Skinner so many years agot ®We do not claim to he
infallible, but we do try to be honest in all things.®

THE EWD
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LIST QF MINISTERS

THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION,Utica,New York

Name Installaticn

1l. John S.Thompson
2.+ Dolphus Skinner
3. Aaron B.Grosch
4, T.D.Cook
5, H.B.Soule

(These men served the First Universalist Societg,defunct
1846

8., BEben Franecis

7. Theophilug Fiske

8, C.C.Gordon

@, T.D.Cook

10.0.Ballou
11.A.J.Canfield
12.C.F.Lea
13.E.F.Foster

14 .M.Crosley

156.0.A Rounds
16.Clarence E.Rice
17.0aleb E.Fisher
18.J.Frank Leland

18 wiamee D.Corby -

20 .John Sayles
2].@eorge Croys Balepr
22.,Willard C.Selleck
23.Lesiie C.Nichols
24.Thomas J.3aunders
25.41red 8,.Cole
26.3tandard Dow Butler
27.Robert Killam

28 .Albart Lynn Booth
29.John Stawart MacPhea
30.T.Conley Adama
3l.Leon S.S8imonettd
ag.areta Marie Woratell{Crosby)
33.Herbert H.Hudsoh,IV

Removal

1825 1826
1827 lgag
1832 1z38
1839 lgdz
1843 1844
1848 1853
1863 1266
1866 1859
1860 1864
1864 1869
1870 1873
1875 1879
1879 1879
1880 1882
1882 1887
1887 1892
1893 1895
1896 1899
1899 1906
1908 1907
1607 1914
1815 1918
1820 1925
1925 192
1929 1851
1931 1835
1935 1841
1p42 1944
1945 152
1552 1956
1257 1959
1960 196l
1961 ———








