
 

 

[Victor, Ontario Co. NY] 

 
 

The First Universalist Church 
 

The First United Universalist Society of Victor was organized by the 
compact signed by its members in 1834, although Universalist teaching and 

preaching was conducted in the town as early as 1825, under the ministerial 
labors of Wm. I. Reese. The early meetings were held in the M. E. and 

Proprietors’ churches, the latter of which afterward became the property of 
the Universalist society, and was used by it until the erection and dedication 

of the large brick edifice in 1857. Universalism in Victor had a beginning as 
humble as any other of the town’s institutions, but continued to grow and 

spread until it became one of the leading churches, both in members and 
influence. The pastors, in the order of succession, have been as follows: 

James Cook, S. W. Fuller, L. L. Saddler, Oliver Ackley, Geo. W. Montgomery, 

Stephen Miles, Daniel R. Biddlecom, Kneeland Townsend, James Cook, J. R. 
Johnson, Charles S. Skinner, Thos. Bartholomew, Thomas Whitcomb, W. W. 

Dean, Charles D. Fluhrer, Rev. Goodenough, Thomas Borden, Rev. Peck, 
Stephen H. Roblin, G. L. Leland and Charles Legal, the latter being the 

present pastor, who entered upon his duties July 1, 1891. The church has 
100 members, and the Sunday-school about 125 pupils. 

 
 

George S. Conover and Lewis C. Aldrich, The History of Ontario County 
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