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PREFACE. 

~1m. design of this book, as intimated in the title-page, 
is to present a brief exposition of the prominent senti­
ments entertained by the denomination of Universalists. 
The author is not aware of any volume in our Sabbath 
Schoqls, that lays before the learner, in a single and 
connected series, the doctrines which distinguish us as a 
sect. It is not unknown to those interested -in the risit~g 
generati()n, that many scholars depart frpm the Sabbath 
School, after having passed through all its classes, with 
an understanding quite ind~fi.nite iIi regard to not a few 
fundamental points which distinguish us from other 
denominations. There seemed to be needed a class­
book, which should gat.her up for pupils, as they are 

. about to leave the school, all the various points of doc­
trine in which they may have been more or less in­
structed, and. so present them in consecutive order, as 
to a1I'ard a. clear view of them as a. whole, harmoniously 
knit together, in a well-digested system. To supply 
th~s waJ).t, is the object of this volume. . 

Fully aware that, on a few minor points, a difference 
of opipion prevails among Universalists, the "author has 
endea vored to present each conflicting view in a. clear 
light, as held by its adherents. If he has give.n more 
prominence to cine class of these opinions than another, 
in some cases, it has been from a conviction that its. 
practical influence demanded it, rather than from any 
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disposition to bestow an undue importanee upon eithel' 
view. 

It has been the effort to pre:sent the subject of each 
lesson in a form easy to be comprehended and retained 
by the pupil, While striving to avoid, as far as possi~ 
ble, a formal routine of argumentation, it has neverthe­
less been 'deemed desirable to lead the minds of the pu~ 
pi1s through plain and simple processes of reasoning, to 
obvious conclusions, that they may see the connection 
between premises and their results, and .learn to trace 
the links by which they are connected, Although the 
volume is prepared for children, yet, as it is designed for 
chiIdrell. of advanced years, whose n;tinds are rapidly 
maturing, the author has endeavored to place before 
them the different topics in such a manner as to cal~ 
into exercise their mental capacities - enable them to 
Understand for themselves the grounds of our faith­
and thus Prepare ,them to II be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh a reason of the hope 
that is in them," It is hoped, also, that Sabbath Schoul 
teachers, and inquirers after truth of every age, may 
gain some light from this prodUction, to assist them in 
obtaining a matUl'ed and satisfactory system of. faith . 
. That the (l Head of the .Church~~ may bless this little 

volume, and maJre it instrumental in bringing thousands 
of youthful spirits to a correct understanding of God, 
his character and government ~ of Christ, his mission 
and claims _ of man) his duties and his destiny - is the 
s~cere and hopefnl prayer of 

THE AUTHOR. 
AUBURN, Mareh, 1850. 
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PART FI R S T. 
OF GOD. 

LESSON 1. 
THE EXISTENCE OF GOD. 

1.' AT the head of the Universe there lives and 
reigns a God of infinite intelligence. This truth 
outranks all others in importance and value. It 
is the hasis of every reasoyable conception of the 
origin' of creation, and the' source of our own be­
ing. In its light, a thousand enigmas in Nature 
and Providence receive a consistent solution. 

,Deprived of its instruction, all things are involved 
in inexplicable confusion, in a fathomless chaos of 
contradiction, and impossibilities. 
_ 2. The evidences of the existence of a Deity 

of ·ineffable perfections ·are found, in every depart.­
ment of 'nature. Nor need the process by which 
these evidences are made to utter their conclusions, 
be of an intricate or difficult nature. It consists 
in the simplest deductions of reason, without re­
sort to subtle metaphysics. Every effect must 
have a cause-every design pre-supposes <\. design .. 

\~ 
\ 
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10 THE EXISTENCE OF GOD, 

er - every work, a workman. These positions are 
among the primary ~lements of genuine logic, and 
are the intuitive assertions of man's reason. They 
lead the mind, unerringly~ to a clear conviction of 
the existence of God. Around, a.universe, vast in 
its proportions, majestic in its structure, bril1iant 
with light and glory, presents itsel.f to the eontem­
plation of the human eye. Within, Man feels 
himself in possession of a conscious existence. He 
thinks, reasons, judges\ decides. He' is in posses .. 
sian of a body endowed with varied and astonish ... 
ing capacities. These are facts, self·evident in 
their nature, Equally self-evident is it, that these. 
complicated and' wonderful creations could. not 
have' existed. without the agency of a Creator en .. 
tirely competent to their production. 

,3. Wha~ is denominated Chance, is but the 
absence of design, forethought, intelligence. It is 
the fortuitous combination of circumstances, with .. 

. out rule of. order, which would not occur twice 
~like, with any certainty, in countless millions, 
of ages. The presence of perceptible Design) 
conclusively proves the absence of Chance.' To 
suppose that an evidentlytmatured plan-that a 
plain contInuity of plans, where link connects with 
link, and wheel intervolves with wheel, to produce 
a given result - rna y be attributed to blind Chance, 
is to do violence to the spontaneous convictions of 
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all right reason, The structure of the heavenly 
bodies - the splendor of their appearance -and 
the rapidity, harmony and precision, with which 
they revolve in their vast orbits; the formation of 
the earth.- the regular gradation through which it 
has evidently passed, from a state of chans fo its 
present finished condition, fitted for the habitation. 
·of sentient creatures j the existence and operation 
of n.umerous classes of natural laws, each operat­
ing in harmony with every other, and all wisely 
and beneficently adapted to give fruitfulness to 
the soil, to furnish the light of the sun, the rains 
of heaven,. the dews of evening, the mutations of 
the seasons, the alternations of day and night, 
periods for activity and for rest - these all shpw the 
agency and the presence of a Mind to originate, a • 
Wisdom to contrive. a Power to execute, and a 
Goodness to bless. In fine, these are unmistakable 
evidences of the existence of an infinitely perfect 
Divinity. 

4. An effect cannot exceed its cause; nor can 
. it possess a property of ·which Its cause is desti­
tute~ Mere blind, inert matter, contains no qual­
ityof sensation, no power of thought, intelligence, 

. wisdom. Hence it can impart none of these ca. 
pncities. But in man they all exist in full activity. 
He feels, he reflects, contrives, weighs qualities, 
determines, executes, These powers could not 
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12 THE EXISTENpE 'OF GQD. 

have been bestowed by senseless matter, being 
itself totally destitute of them. They must have 
come from a higher source, where they previously 
existed in fulness and perfection. 'rher-efore man 

is the workmanship of an intelligent Deity. ,To "'1 
a -created. being, possessing capahilities beyond the 
power of matter to communicate, his oWn existence 
affords conclusive evidence of a supreme Creator. 
,The argument can be summed up in a single sen .. 
tence- u I 'could not have been created by myself. 
I could not h~ve been 'formed and endowed by un· 
conscious matter. Yet I live, and think, in con .. 
scions beiQg. Therefo:.:e'I must be'the workman .. 
ship of a God who lives and thinks in conscious 
being." , 

5. '" The Idea of the Supreme Being has this 
peculiar property: that, as it admits of no substi. 
tute, so, from the first moment that it is formed, it 
is capable of continual growth and enlargemerit. 
God himself is immutable; but-our conception of 
his character is continually receiving fresh aecea .. 
sions, is continually growing more extended and· 
ref91gent, by having transferred to it new elements: 
of beauty and goodness j by attr?-cting to itself, as 
a centre, whatever bears the impress of dignity, 
order, or happiness. It borrows splendor from a~ 
that is fair, subordinates to itself all that is great, 
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and 8lTS ENTHRONBD ON THE moms OF THB UNI .. 

VERSE." C) 

QUESTIONS ON LESSON: 1. 

1. What is the first and most important of all 
truths 1 Of what is it the basis 1 What is the effect 
oLits light? What is the consequence otbeing de~ 
prived of .its insullction ~ 

2. _ Where are the evidences of the existence of 
Deity' found ~ Are their conclusions difficult to be a.r­
rived at 1 In what does the process consist ~ vVhat 
must be said of every effect, work, design 1 What is 
the nature (If tbese positjons1 To what' do they lead 
the mind 1 What is ihere around us'! Of what does 
man feel himself possessed ,1 /\Vhat w'as nec..essary- to 
give these creations existence ~ 

3. What is chance 1 'What does evident design 
prove-:1 What is it tJlat does yjolencB to the convictions 
ftC ,\~on 1 What il$ shown by the rstructllre of the 
neavenly bodies, and the operatIon of the laws of na· 
rore? Of what are they evidenc% ~ 

4,5. What is said of an effect~ ,:Vhat of blind 
matter 1 What capacities exist in man 1 From whence 
did they originate 1 What do they prove 1 How can 
the _argllm~nt be summed up'~ \Vha,l]lcculiar property 
has the idea of the Supreme Being1 'What is said of 
God l' What of our conception of Him '1 What does 
it 001 

(l) Robert Hall. 



r 
I 
! 

14 THE UNITY OF GOD. 

LESSON II. 

THE UNITY OF GOD. 

1. THERE is but one God. This fact forms 
the foundation of all enlightened and true reli­
gion. It is one of tl!e leading tenets which dis­
tinguishes Christianity from the false theories of 
Heathenism. The doctrine of a plurality of 
gods, whether in the gross .form in1which it ex­
ists among Pagan nations, or as it is found in the 
modified theory of a trinity of persons in the 
Godhead, alike conflicts with the deductions of 
Reason, and, the teachings of- N atUl'e and R,evela­
tion. 

2. Could it be possible for two or more inde­
pendent Supreme Beings to exist, equal in station 
and power, there would be a liability to con­
flict and confusion in the works and laws of Na­
ture. But there is no dissonance of this descrip­
tion to be perceived. Throughout creation-in 
every department of the Almighty's works, 
whether celestial or terrestrial; in earth, water, air, 
fire; in the al.1imal, vegetable and mineral king­
doms -unity, concord, peace, universal, prevail. 
The laws and movements in these several divisions 
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not only blend and cooperate together in their 
separate spheres, but the arrangements, the pro­
cesses, in each department, act in beautiful har­
mony with those in others, and all thus interweav­
ing in the most admirable unity; make up a gran.d, 
harmdnious whole, luminous with the wisdom and 
beneficence of the great Originator. This bound­
less harmony, perfect to the minutest shade, 
running throughout the 1tniverse, attests with 
convincing emphasis that all things are the pro­
duction of One Indivisible Mind. 

3. In the nature -of' things, there can exist but 
one Infinite Being. If all things, all space, all 
time, and eternity itself, are possessed and filled 
by Him who is revealed as the Father of Spirits, 
then, by no possibility, can another being exist, 
having the same qualities, and occupying the like 
pOSItIOn. However exalted Christ, angels or spir­
its, may be; however high the stations they fill ; 
however great and glorious the works they per­
form; however they deserve the praise and homage 
of. man; yet they cannot possess the property of 
infinity. Far above them all, and overshadowing 
them,- as does the outstretched heavens a grain of 
sand, exists and reigns in light and majesty the 
One uncrEiated and incomprehensiqle (!od. 

4. The Scriptures, in language most emphatic, 
decla.re the strict unity of the Creator: Ie Hear, 0 

2 
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I 

Israel: the Lord our God is One Lord."(') "r am 
God, and there is none else. I am God, and there 
is none like me. Declaring the end from the begin .. 
ning, and from ancient times, the things that are 
not yet done; saying, My counsel shall stand, and 
I will do all my pleasure."C) U Have we not all One 
Father 1 Hath not One God created us ~ "e) 
H One God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all."(4) 1\ To us there is 
but One God, the Father." C') "There is One 
God, and ODe Mediator between God and men; 
the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom 
for all, to be testified in due time."(6) 

5. To assert the Deity of Jesus Christ- that 
he is coequal with the Father in power and glory j 
that he is, in fact, God himself - is to advance a 
proposition which carries a self-contradiction on its 
surface. The entire current Of Bible testimony 
declares that Christ is the Son of God. 'fhe Al­
mighty himself asserts this fact. hAnd a voice 
came from heaven, which said, Thou art my be­
loved Son; in thee I am well pleased."e) "While 
he yet spalre, behold a bright cloud overshadowed 
them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which 
said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 

(1) peut. vi. 4. (2) Is!l.:~ xlvi. 9, 10 .. (3) ~al. ii. 10. (4) 
~'pb. IV. 6. (5)"1 Cor. Vlll. 6. > (6) 1 Tim. 11., 1i,6. (7)Luke 
lll. 22. 
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pleased; hear ye him."C) The Saviour acknowl­
edged God to be his Father. " Go to my breth­
ren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, 
and your Father; and to my God, and your 
God."(') The apostles believed in God as the 
Fath~r, and in Christ as the Son. "The God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, wh~ is blessed 
forevermol'e."(3) "For this cause I bow my knees 
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus,Christ."(4) Thus 
God being Father, and Jesus his Son, they are two 
separate and distinct beings. The Father cannot 
be the Son, nor the Son the Father. Neither is 
it possible for them to be One in person. ·To 
affirm thi:' confounds all natural sense, and pros-­
trates Reason at the footstool of Absurdity. 

6. The Saviour, in two or three instances, 
declared that he and his Father were one. The 
oneness to which he alluded was manifestly a 
unity of purpose, and harmony of spirit, and not 
a unity of person. This is evident from the fact, 
that Christ prays the Father that his disciples 
may be One with them, in the same sense that he 
and his Father are one. "That they all may be 
One: as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us."e) The- Jews, 
in -the days ,of the Saviour, understood him in the 

(0 Mat. xvii .. 5, (2) John .xx. Ir. (8) 2 Cor.- xi. 31. 
(4) .Il::pb. iii. 14. (I» John xvii. 21. 
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declaration that he and his Father were one, in 
the same sense that some do at the present time, 
that they 'were one in person. ~On this construc .. 
tion, they charged him with. blasphemy; insisting 
that he made himself equal with God, Of, in other 
words, that he made himself to be God. Jesus 
emphatically repudiated this interpretation of his 
language, and declared that in its use he should 
be understood only as asserting that he was the 
Son of God. He claimed no nearer connection 
with the Father than this.(') 

7. That God and Christ are distinct beings"is 
evident also from the significant fact, $at in.all 
representations of their· v.i~ible appearance in 
heaven, they are described as existing in separate 
personality. The Savioar is always seen as exist.. 
ing distinct from God, and subordinate to him. 
'IAnd every creature which is in hea ven~ and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard I, saying, Bless~ 
ing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto 
Him that sitteth upon the Throne, AND unto the 
Lamb, for ever and ever:"C) u But he [Stephen,] 
being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly 
into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
"tanding On the right hand of God, and said, 

(1) John x. 29-36. (2) Rev. v. 13. 
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Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of 
Man standing on the right hand of God."e) 
"The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom 
ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God 
exalted with his right hand, to be a Prince and 
Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, and forgive­
ness of sins. And we are his witnesses of these 
things."(') 

QUESTIONS ON LESSON II. 

1. Is there more than one God ~ Of what does this 
fact form the foundation 1 From what does it distin ... 
guish Christianity 1 With what does the doctrine of 
a plurality I?f Gods ~on:fiict1 

2, 3. What would produce conflict and confusion 
in the works of nature 1 What is seen throughout 
creation ~ Whatis said of the laws and movements in 
the-several departments of God's works1 With what 
is the whole luminolls 1 What does the harmony of 
aU attest ~ Can there exist more than One Infinite 
Being 1 If the Father of Spirits possesses and fills all 
things, what conclusion follows "1 What is said of 
Christ, angels and spirits~ What is there far above 
them 1 

4. What do the Scriptures declare 1 What is said 
in the book of Deuteronomy ~ What in Isaiah ~ In 
Malachi 1 In Ephesians1 In 1st Corinthians 1 In 
1st Timothy ~ 

5. What is the effect of asserting the Deity of 
Ch-rlst.1" What does the current of. Bible testimony 
declare 1 What does the Almighty assert 1 What is 
said, in Matthew, on this subject1 What did, the Sa· 
viour aclmowledge1 How "did the Apostles believe1 

(1) Acts vii. 55. 56. (2) Acts v. 30-32. 
2* 
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Repeat their language. What is said of the Father and 
the Son 1 What is the consequenCe of affirming that 
they are one in person 1 

6. . What did the Saviour declare, in two or three 
instances 1 How is this oneness to be understood 1 
How is it evident that it was a unity in spirit 1 Re-­
peat the prayer of Christ. How did the Jews under· 
stand the declaration that Christ and the Father are 
one 1 With what did they charge the Redeemer 1 
What did he say in reply to this charge 1 How did he 
tlxplain hi~ meaning 1 

7. From what additional fact is it evident that God 
and Christ are distinct beings 1 What is al;Iserted in 
the book of Revelations ~ What did Stephen see, ana 
what were bla last words 1 Repeat th~ quotation from. 
Aots. . 
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LESSON III. 

THE ATTRmUTES OF GO]). 

1. THE Attributes of God may be classed· un­
der two heads, Natural and Moral. His Natural 
attributes are his Omnipotence, Omniscience, Infin­
ity, Eternity, and other like qualities. His Moral 
attributes are his Truth. Faithfulness, Goodness, 
Justice, Mercy, &C. The fanner are sometimes 
denominated his incommunicable, and the latter 
his communicable, attributes. The one class ale 
neverpos,essed by created beings; bot of the 
other, he imparts certain degrees to his creatures. 

2. The Love of God, perhaps, strictly speak­
ing, would 11,ot properly be classed with his attri­
bute;, It composes the entire_ essence of his Moral 
Nature. H God is Love."e) u In the words' God 
is Love,' we have a perfect portrait of the- eternal 
and incomprehensible Jehoyah, drawn by his own 
unerring hand. The mode of expression here 
adopted differs materially from th~t usUa1ly em­
ployed by the inspired writers, in speaking of the 
Divine perfections. They say, God is merciful, 
God is jus~ God is holy. But never do they say, 

(1) John iv. 16. 

, 
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qod is mercy, God is justice, God is holiness. In 
this iIl8mnce, on the contrary, the Apostle, instea~ 
of saying God is. -lov,ing, or {{ood, says, God is 
LOVE - LOVE itself. By this expression we 
must understand that God is all pure, unmixed 
LOVE, and that the other moral perfections of his 
Char8cter are only so many modifications of his 
love. Thus, .. his justice, his mercy, his truth, his 
faithfulness, are but so ma~y different names of 
his love or goodness. As the light which pro .. 
ceeds from the sun may be easily separated into 
.many different colors, so the holy love of God, 
which is the light and glory of his nature, may b~ 
separated into a variety of moral attriblltes and 
perfections. But, though separated, they are still 
LOVE. His who.1e nature and essence is LOVE. 
His will, his word and his works, are LOVE. He 
is nothing, can do nothing, but LOVE.HC)· HIt 
has been well observed, that, although God is holy, 
just, righteous, &c., he is never called holiness, 
justice, in the abstract, as he is here called LOVE .. 
This seems to be the essence of the Divine Naw 

ture, and_all other attributes_ to be only modifica­
tions of- this. lie) 

3. While Love thus composes the essence or 
substratum of God's nature, and all his moral at .. 

. (1) Dr. Edward Payson. (2) Dr. Adam Clarke on 1 John 
IV. s.. 
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tributes are but different developments of this 
precious quality, it is not to be supposed '.any oppo~ 
site principle exists in the Divine character. In 
no actual sense can it be admitted that any of 
man's frailties, or evil passions, pertain to the 
Most High, or influence him in his doings. The 
.Scriptures,:it is true, in some instances, attribute 
anger, wrath, hatred, jealousy, &c., to the Creator. 
These, however, in no sense, should be understand 
literally. They were used by the divine writers, 
in conformity with the highly meta phoric.l style 
of coItlPosition in ancient times; and, according 
to all enlightened biblical interpretation, should 
be viewed merely as figurative representations of 
God's, disapprobation -of sin, and his purpose to 
punish the guilty. 

4. .It is important to understand, clearly that 
there is no conflict between the attributes of Je" 
hovah. All act in a unity and harmony the most 
perfect and b,eautiful. In an especial manner this 
fact should be recognized iIi respect to his Justice 
and ·Mercy. In some religious theories these at­
tributes are placed in attitudes- antagonistic to each 
other, in their claims upon the guilty. Justice is. 
supposed to demand a punishment v:hich conflicts 
with, and denies, the yearnings 0'£ Mercy. Were 
this true, discord would necessarily exist in the 
Councils of Heaven. But this is an error to be 
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studiously avoided. When properly understood, 
it will be, seen, that, in demanding the punishment 
of the gUilty, Justice requir~s nothing that Mercy 
is not willing to grant. 

5. Why does Justice rigidly and strictly insist 
that the sinful shall be punished 1 1. To vindi­
cate the integrity and vitality of God's government. 
2~ To present an example which shall deter others 
from the commission of sinful deeds. 3. To pro­
mote the good of the guilty themselves, in turning 
them from the practice of wickedness into the 
paths of wisdom and righteousness, where alone 
they can find true peace and happiness.C) These 
beneficent objects of punishment are entirely 

. sanctioned by Mercy. It forbids nothing the good' 
of the erring dem~nds. Hence it does not object 
that Justice should inflict upon each sinner such 
amount of punishment as his degrees of guilt re­
quire, and as the above objects render necessary. 
Where, then, is there opportunity for an exer .. 
cise of Mercy 1 The enduring of the full amount 
of punishmen( which he deserves does but balance 
the account between Justice and the sinner. It 
in no way entitles him to the high blessings of 
God, as a reward. But, having thus suffered ac­
cording to his de~erits, and been brought to repent-

(1) See Heb. xii. 6-11. 
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ance of his sins, Mercy then presents and 
advocates his case, as one needing the care and 
assistance of the heavenly Father; and God, who 
"delighteth in mercy,'} pours out the full streams 
of his grace and goodness upon him forever! 

6.· In creating the human race, God has en· 
dowed them with a portion of his own attributes. 
It is from this source that they have received their 
intellectual and moral capacities. Consequently, 
in determining the influence which the attributes 
of the Deity exert upon his character and proceed .. 
ings, we must judge by the influ.ence which simi­
lar qualities exercise on men. The only idea to 
b~ formed of God's justice, is by an understanding 
of the nature of this principle, as it is exercis€!d 
in the ordinary affairs of life. Our conceptions 
of the love and goodness of the Creator, and of 
their effect upon him in his dealings with his crea .. 
tures, must necessarily be drawn from the nature 
and influence of similar qualities, when resting in 
the hearts of benevolent and conscientious men. 
There is no other possible method of approximat­
ing any tangible understanding of the nature of 
the Almighty's perfections. If love, kindness, 
mercy, do not influence God in a manner similar 
to the effect they produce on man, we" can attain 
to no intelligible. idea of the operation of these 
attribute! in the Divjne Nature. 
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7. .A clear apprehension of the attributes of 
·God is one of the most important essentials to an 
enlightened and satisfactory' understanding of tna 
ultimate destiny of mankind. As Deity is an in­
telligent being, it is not to be supposed he deliber­
ately aets l in any given case, without aiming ~o 

, accomp1i~ some definite object. Hence f in creat­
ing mankind, he must have formed each soul for 
some distinct and final condition, into which he 
designed ultimately· to bring them. The nature 
of ~at condition can be determined by the char­
acter of God. As his nature is love - as good­
ness, beneficence, mercy, are attributes belonging to 
him, and influencing him - the ultimate state for 
which he made his creatures, must be one which 
accords with these perfections. In other words, 
it must be one fully securing the final holiness and 
happiness of all the souls he has formed. 

'8. Having created for this worthy and benefi­
cent purpose, his infinite wfsdom enabled him to 
mature a· well-digested anel perfect plan of opera­
tionsfor its successful and triumphant accomplish­
ment. However complicated or ina4equate this 
plan may appear to our limited'>capacities -how .. 
ever numerous the processes it involves, and the 
agencies it, employs - however protracted and 
numerous the stages through which it carries the 
souls whose ultimate good _ it is operating to se .. 
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cure - yet, it being God's plan, formed in the 
light of a wisdom which cannot err, it must be 
fully and perfectly adequate to accompIish,the end 
for which it was devised. And the power of the 
Almighty being omnipotent and irresistible, both 
physically and morally, he is enabled to carry for­
ward his wisely arranged plan, for the final hap­
piness of all his creatures, to a victorious and 
infinitely perfect completi~m. To the same degree 
that men have enlightened conceptions of the 
attributes of the Holy One, will their confidence 
increase, that a destiny, so honorable to God, and 
so hopeful to man, awaits all the offspring he has 
been pleased to usher into existence. 

QUESTIONS ON LESSON III. 

1. How may God's attributes be classified 1 What 
are his Natural attributes 1 What are his Moral attri­
butes 1 'What are they sometimes denominated 1 
Which does he communicate to his creatures 1 

2, Can the love of God be classed with his attri­
bute31 What does it compose! How does John 
describe God 1 What have we in the words H God is 
love"1 Does this mode of expression differ from that 
usually employed by the divine writers 1 How do they 
usually speak of G'od l _ In what manner does the 
Apostle express himself1 What are we to understand· 
by this language ~ What are God's justice, mercy, 
truth, &c.} How is the love of Goa described In 
comparison with light 1 What are his will, his word 

3 
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and his works ~ What is he, and what can he 'do! 
What are all the other attributes'! 

3~ Can any' principle opposite to love exist in the 
Creator 1 Do man's frailties or passions pertain to 
Ood 1 What do the Scriptures, in some instances, 
attribute to God 1 Should these expressions be under~ 
a"tood in a literal sense 1 How were they us~d by the 

. divine writers 1 In what light should they be viewed 1 
4. Do the attributes of Jehovah conflict with each 

other'1 How do they act 1 Is this especially the case 
with Justice and Mercy 1 In what attitudes are these 
attributes placed, in some theories! What is Justice 
supposed to demand 1 What would be the result of 
such a demand 1 What does Justice require 1 

5. Does Justice ri.!fidly insist that the sinful shall 
be punished 1 What lS the first. reason for it 1 What 
the second 1 The third 1 Does Meroy sanction these 
objects of punishment r To what does Mercy not 
object 1 In what position does the enduring of all the 
punishment he justly deserves leave the sinner 1 Does 
it entitle him to the blessings of God, as a reward 1 
What does Mercy thea do for him 1 What etrect does 
its advocacy of the repenting sinner's case have upon 
God1 

6. ,With what has the Creator endowed the human 
rac.e ~ How can the influence which God's attributes 
exert upon him be determined r How can we - form 
any idea of the nature of his Justice 1 From what can 
we form our conceptions of the manner in whieh he is 
influenced by his love and goodness 1 If no concep­
tion of the influence of God's attributes on him can 
be conceived by the effect of similar principles in the 
hearts of men, how arB we left~ , 

7. What is essential to an enlightened understand­
ing of the destiny of mankind 1 Is it to be supposed 
Deity acta without a definite object 1 Why not f For 
what must he have formed each human soul ~ How 
can the-nature of that condition be determined ~ With 
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what must their ultimate cOndition accord 1 Whll.t 
must that condition be 1 

8. What did God's wisdom enable him to do, in 
regard to man's final condition 1 May some parts of 
this plan appear to us complicated and protracted 1 
Yet what must be ita nature 1 What is the character 
of God's power! What does it enable him toOOl In 
what degree do we have confidence in the ultimate 
holiness and happiness of all men 1 

• 
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LESSON IV. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD. 

1. HAVING created-man in his own image, and 
made him dependent for life and all things, God 
exercises a supervision or government over him. 
In its true acceptation, government is but another 
word for .order, harmony and protection. The gov­
ernment of Gpd is simply the enforcing a dass of 
rules and regulations upon intelligent beings, for 
the purpose of promoting the highest good of all 
who are called to obey. All legitimate gdVern .. 
ment - all genuine .authority to exercise dominion 
and demand obedience - rests on the protection, 
the safeguard, the benefits it extends to those who 
are required to yield compliance with its mandates. 
A government which fails to pro'tect its subjects, or 
to promote their highest interests, is an illegal 
usurpation of power -a tyranny, against which 
rebellion would be justifiable and commendable. 

2. Every human gover~ment professes to 
admit these principles; and all good governments 
scrupulously base their acts upon them. They 
recognize their subjects as possessing "certain 
inalienable rights, among which are life, liberty, 

} 
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and the pursuit of happiness." They guarantee 
th$m the exercise of these rights - protect ,their 
lives and property, and promote their welfare in a 
great variety of ways. On this ground solely, of 
favors bestowed, and benefits imparted, do govern­
ments rightfully demand obedience; and on this 

. ground alone can they legitimately inflict punish­
ment. Nor do these obligations of government 
cease when its subjects ,become deserving of 
punishment through disobedience. Although, in 
becoming guilty, they have temporarily forfeited 
a large class of their privileges, yet government 
recognizes them as still possessing certain rights 
intimately connected with their good. Even while 
incarcerating them in prison, as a penalty for their 
crimes, the government feels under obligation to 
feed, and clothe, and shelter them - to protect 
them against assault and cruelty - and to pmvide 
them healing cordials and kind attendance, when 
sickness prey~ upon them. 

3. These principles in earthly governments are 
emanations from the DiVIne government. It is' 
because the Creator, in his moral government,- his 
laws, commandments and pre~epts, designs solely 
to promote the permanent an~ highest good of 
every human being, that he demands the· implicit 

, obedience of all. It is on the same ground that 
h. inllicts his punishments on the disobedient. 

3* 
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fu~hment,_ on any other principle than" the 
~mepdation- and- benefit of the punished, as well 
as. the,~utary influence it exercises on. those who 
witness it, would be the sheerest revenge and the 
basest cruelty. Were the Supreme Sovereign to 
place a -dependent creature, whether for punish­
ment. or any othel' cause, in a condition where he 
would be removed beyond the reach of hi. support 
and his blessing- where the protection, the bene­
fit, for which government is es;tablished, would be 
denied,-such a creature would be absolved' from 
allegiance to God_, and from all obligation to obey 
him. To continue punishing, under such circum­
stances, would be an arbitrary and tyrannical exer­
cise of brute power. When the protection and 
bene.6.t, for which gov~rnment is established, ceases 
lli"r~gard to any being, then all ohligation to obey, 
and all right to punish, must also cease. In the 
factJ,therefore, that Deity will forever exercise a 
just government over all mankind, and require 
them to .obey its laws, is found the most perfect 
assurance that all men wiII forever receive protec­
tion~ support, and the most important benefits, at 
his ha.nds. 

4. The Creator having established hi. moral 
govemment fol' the purpose of pennanently seeur:" 
ing the highest good of every being called to obey, 
it:js.,not,to be supposed he would incorporate-in it 

j 
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a principle or process which would defefJ.t this 
great primal object, in regard to any of his crea .. 
tures. Hence it cannot be possible that he enacted 
an endle.ss penalty to be administered for a viola­
tion of his statutes. Such a penalty could assur .. 
edly be of no benefit to those who endure it. 
Were it to be inflicted on countless millions, whom 
God design!'!d to protect and bless by his govern­
ment, the operations of that very government 
would prove an infinite evil. It is not to be admit­
ted that a clear-sighted and wise God would act 
in so blind a manUer. Designing his government 
for the good of all, so far from adopting any pro­
cess which he foresaw would defeat that design, he 
would be especially cautious to have every meas­
ure connected with it, or growing out of it, of such 
a nature as would aid to the attainment of the 
end aimed at. 

5; All . government for the control of imper .. 
feet creatures, must necessarily hav~ incorporated 
within it, a system of Rewards and Punishments, 
to give efficacy to its enactments. Such a system 
pertains to the government of God. Each human 
being receives~ in the· operation of that govern .. 
ment, an ample reward, without failure, for an the 
good deeds he performs, And with equal certainty 
he is justly punished for every sinful act, word or 
thought, of which he is the au1hor. A limited 
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punishment, inflicted with unfailing certainty, must 
be much. more efficacious'aIJ.d restraining, than the 
threatening of a n endless punishment, with an 
abundant opportunity for escape. The former is the 
penally which God hns established for a violation 
of his laws. 

6. That his punishments, are certain, he has 
assured us through his revealed word. _. H Though 
hand join in hand, the :w-icked shall not be unpun~ 
ished. "C) The evidence that his punishments ~re 
limited, is equally emphatic, as furnished in the 
language of his inspired prophet. - " F Of a small 
moment have I forsaken thee, but with great mer .. 
cieswill I gather the~. In a little wrath I hid my 
face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting. 
kindness will I have ~ercy on thee, 8aith the Lord 
thy Redeemer."C) u I will not contend forever, 
neither will I be always wroth: for the spirit 
should fail before me, and the souls which I have 
made.'~(3} That his punishments are emendatory, 
resulting- in the reformation and restoratIon of 
those whoa endure them, we have th~e testimony of 
St. Paul. - "For they [earthly parents 1 verily, 
fm: a few days, chastened. us after their own 
pleasure; but he, for our profit, that we might be 
partakers of his holiness. Now, no chastening, 

(1) Prov .. ~i. ,21. (2) Isa.Uv. 7, 8. (3) Isa. lvii. 16. See 
alSo. Lam. lll. :n -33. 
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for the plesent, seemeth to be joyous, but grievous ; 
nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the p~aceable 
fruit of righteousness unto them which are exer~ 
cised thereby."(l) Punishment administered with~ 
out any reference to the good of the guilty, and 
without the slightest view to their reformation, 
would be but sheer retaliation. This base 
passion cannot be supposed to actuate the holy 
Father of ~pirits in his dealings with his offspring. 
He has forbidden man the exercise of such emo .. -
tions. Has the Deity established for himself "­
principle of action he1nw that which he has 
enjoined on his creatures? 

7. There are certain passages of Scripture, 
where the· words {I everlastingt" "eternal," "for .. 
ever," &c.} are applied to punishment, which are 
construed by some religionists to teacl.l the liteml 
endlessness of God's chastisements. ". This con .. 
struction arises from the want of discrimination 
in understanding these words. The Greek words 
aionion and aionios} from which everlas#ng, eter .. 
n~ll &c., are translated, when applied to God and 
his attributes, signify endless duration. But it is 
also well' .known that the same words, when 
applied to anything not having in itself the prop­
erty of endlessness, may, and often do, have a 

(1) Heb. xii. ~o, 11. 
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limited meaning. The Bible abounds with in. 
stances of' this description. It speaks of certain 
individuals being bondmenforever.(l) Of the Pass­
over being an ordinance forever. C) Of the everlast .. 
ing hills.C) An everlasting priesthood.(') An 
everlasting statute,(") &c. In these, and many 
other cases, the words everlasting and forever, are 
used in a limitell sense. In one instance, " forever" 
is used to signify but three days.(') Punishment 
being in its nature emendatory and limited, these 
words, and all other forms of expression, when 
applied to it, are to be received as signifying a 
limited time. C) 

S .. There is a' difference of opinion among 
Universalists in regard to the duration of punish­
ment. United in th~ distinctive and sublime doe­
trine of the fi,nal purification and h~ppiness of all 
souls, there is the utmost freedom of opinion 
among- them on minor points. All Universalists 
believe that God's punishments are administered 
for holy and beneficent purposes-that they com. 
mence the moment sin is committed, or a wicked 
purpose c·onceived - ;:tnd that they will result in 
the reformation and· restoration of those who 
endure them. One class, however, believe that 

(1) Lev. xxv. 46. (2) Ex. xii. 14. (3) Gen. xlix. 26. 
(4) Ex. xl. 15. (5/ Lev. xvi. 34. (6) Jonah ii. 6. (7) See 
Blilfour's Seoond nquiry, Forbesl Universalist's AssiStant, 
Whittemore's Guide to Universalism, Paige's Selections. 
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punishment accomplishes its work in thIS life j 
another class believe it extends to a future state 
of existence. It forms no part of the faith of the 
former class, that any man will enter heaven until 
he has been punished for all his sins, and is fully 
prepared for that high abode. 'But it is believed 
that the scenes of the resurrection will effect a 
transforming work on all who arise from the dead; 
purifying their hearts, enlightening their under­
standings, and fitting them, in all respects, for the 
happ'iness of heaven. 

9. The latter class entertain the belief that 
the consequences of men's deeds in this life, both 
good and evil, will be extended to another world. 
Theyare not prepared to admit that a goodman and 
~ depraved wretch, on entering a higher existence, 
will be in a condition, either mentally or morally, 
immediately to mingle in the same scenes, and 
participate in the same enjoyments. It is not their 
opinion that physical stripes, or any gross and 
brutal tortures, will be inflicted hereafter. But 
they believe that all men will be s.ibjected to a 
salutary, 'enlightening, purifying discipline, as their 
moral condition may require when they leave the 
,earth - through the influence of which they will 
be elevated from one degree of light, holiness and 
ha.ppiness, to'another, until all, at length, attain to 
the full development and exercise of the moral, , 



"'I 

38 THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD. 

religious and intellectual capacities with which 
they have been endowed by tbeir Creator. This 
will be the summit of happiness -- Heaven! 

QUESTIONS ON LESSON IV. 

1. ~at does G<ld exercise OV8l: man 1· What is 
government 1 What is the government of God t On 
what does all legitimate government rest 1 What is 
the character of a government which fails to promote 
0e interests of its subjects 1 What would be. jus­
tIfiable against such a government 1 

2. What do good earthly governments profess! 
What do they recognize their SUbjects as possesaing ~ 
What do they-guarantee them ~ On what ground do 
they demand obedience and inflict punishment 1 Do 
the obligations of government cease, on account of dis-­
obedience 1 In becoming guilty, what have the disobe-­
dien~ temporarily forfeited 1 What -does government 
reoognize them as still possessing 1 What does it do 
for them while incarcerating them in prison t 

3-. From what are these principles in earthly gov­
ernment emanations 1 On what principle does God 
demand the ohedience of men 1 On what ground does 
he inflict punishment 1 What would punishment be, on 
any other principle t What would absolve a Cleature 
from all obligation to obey God 1 What would it be to 
continue punishing, under any sueh circumstances1 
When does the obligation to obey, and the right to 

, punish, cease l' What is found in the fact that Deity 
will forever exercise a just government over all men 1 

4. For what has God established his moral govern­
ment 1 What would not the Creator incorporate in his 
government 1 Has he enacted an endless, penalty1 
Could such a penalty"be any benefit to those who en­
dured it 1 What would be the effeot of its infliction! 
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Is ,it to be admitted Gild would act in such a manner 1 
Why not 1 What measures would he be cautious to 
adopt1 . 

5. What must all gQvernments necessarily have 
incorporated within them ~ For what \ purpose are 
rewards and punishments 1 Does such a system per. 
tain to God '8 govel'llment 1 What does each human 
being receive in the operation of that government 1 
How does the threatening of a certain limited punish· 
ment 'compare in -efficacy with that of an uncertain 
endless'punishment 1 Which -has God established as 
the penalty for a violation of his laws 1 

6. What has God assured us, through his revealed· 
word 1 Repeat the quotation from Proverbs. Is there 
equal evi.dence that his punishments are limited 3 
What is the language of Isaiah! Repeat the passage 
in Lamentations. To what does St. Paul testify 1 
What aJ.'C his words 1 What is said of punishments ad­
mini.stered without reference to the benefit and amend. 
ment of the guilty 1 Can such a passion actuate God 1 
What has he forhidden man 1 What qnestion is asked 
in reference to tho Deity 1 What do you reply! 

7. What words are found in certain passages of 
Scripture 1 How are they construed by some religion­
ists 1 From what does this construction arise ~ What 
do aionion and aionios signify when applied to God and 
his attributes ~ What is their signification when 
applied to llnything not having in itself the property 
of endlessness 1 What specimens does the Bible fur· 
nish of the meaning of forever and everlasting~ How 
are these words used in the eases cited 1 . What length 
of time does "forever' ~ signify in J Ollah ! What is 
the nature of punishment! Does it contain in its 
nature, any property of endlessncss1 What duration 
should be given to the words everlasting, forever, and 
eternal, when applied to punishment1 

8. On what subject is there a difference of opinion 
among Universalists 1 In what arc they united 1 In 
regard to what do they allow -freedom of opinion 1 

4 



I:'. 
" 

40 THE GOVERNMENT OF ,GOD. 

What do all Universalists helieve 1 What is the belief 
of one class in regard to the duration of punishment 1 
What is the belief ()f another class 1 What is it that 
forms no part of the faith of the former class 1 What 
do they believe of the resurrection 1 What belief is 
entertained by the latter class l' What are they not 
prepared to admit 1 What is their opinion in regard 
to gross and brutal tortures 1 What kind of discipline 
do they believe all men will be subjected to hereafter 1 
What will be its influence upon them 1 To what will 

-all at .length attain 1 What will this be to them 1 



PART SECOND. 
OF CHRIST. 

LESSON V. 

HIS PRE~EXISTENCE AND EXALTATION. 

1. A BELIEF in the preexistence of Christ, is 
not necessarily involved in the faith of a Univer­
salist. There is a diversity of views prevailing 
ip. the denomination on this subject. Some are 
of the, opinion that his being commenced at his 
birth in the manger at Bethlehem. There are 
others, however, who believe that he had a pre .. 
vious existence. According to their views, Jesus 
was the first created of all. beings formed by the 
Almighty. Long ages before his ad.vent on earth...­
before our world was formed. - he existed in glory . 
with his Father, and engaged as his agent in the 
execution of vast works of wisdom and beneficence. 
This view exhibits the love and the merit Of 
Christ in the cleares~ possible -light- in that he 
was willing to leave his high position amid light 
and glory, and take upon himself the form of man, 
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and suffer and die, to proclaim and establish his 
gospel on earth. 

2. The Scriptures afford strong confirmation 
of this theory. They describe Jesus as "the 
beginning. qf the creation of God."C} As the 
agent by which. me Father makes and supports 
worlds, and all things within them. " God, who 
at sundry times, and in divers manners, spake in ( 
time past unto the fathers, by the prophets, hath 
in these last days spoken unto. us by his Son, 
whom he hath appointed heir of all thmgs; by 
whom,. also, he made the worlds. Who, being 
the brightness of his glory, and the express- ima~ 
of his person, and upholding all things by the 
word of his power, when he had by himself 
purged our sins, sat dpwn on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high."C) "No man hath ascended 
up to heaven, hut he that came down from heaven, 
·even the Son of Man, which is in heaven/!C) 
" This is one of the many passages in which it 
seems plainlY'taught, that Jesus 'was, by nature, 
more than man, and that he existed in glory hefore 
he appeared on earth."e) "Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, before Abraham was, I am."e) H.That 
is, my existence has its origin from a period before 
Abraham was born. ·This testimony seems 

(l),Rev. iii. 14. (2) Heb. i. 1-3. (3) John iii. 18. 
(~}Paigels Commentary. (5) Jolm·viii. 58. 
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conclusive that our Lord existed before he appeared 
in the flesh. He does not assert that he had 
existed from eternity; nor does he here, or else­
where, as some have wrongly understood, assert 
himself to be the supreme God of the universe. 
But I confess myself utterly unable to interpret 
this declaration in any fair manner, so that it shall 
be consistent with the funcy that he was -a m~re 
'man, born as others, and that he had no conscious 
existence until nearly two thousand years after 
Abraham was born and gathered. again to his 
fathers. Certainly, the most natural interpreta­
tion is) that he existed before Abraham. "e) 

3. ~'I came forth from the Father, and am 
come into the world. Again, I leave the world 
and go to the Father. His disciples said unto 
him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest 
no proverb. Now are we sure that thou knowest 
all things, and needest not that any man should 
ask thee. By this we believe that th?u earnest 
forth from God.JJ(Q) 1\ In this verse I understand 
our Lord distinctly to assert his preexistence. • . 
The meaning may be expressed thus: I came_ 
from heaven, the p~ace where the Divine presence 
is peculiarly manifested, into this world, or to the 
earth; again, I depart from the earth, and return 

(1) Paige's Commentary. (2) John xvi. 28-30. 

4* 
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to heaven."(l) H And, now, 0 Father, glorify 
thou me with thine own self, with the glory which 
I. had with thee before the world was."e) "I 
!know not how the preexistence of our Lord could 
be more forcibly asserted, no-r how this passage 
can be explained consistently with his simple 

--' humanity. Taken in connection with John xvi. 28, 
this passage seems to afford conclusive proof that. 
Jesus came forth from the Father, from a state of 
g~ory, when he came into this world; and as he 
was· about to leave the world, he prays that. he 
might be reinstated, in his former glory, in the 
presence of the Father."e) 

4. ,The position occupied by the Redeemer is 
·of the most exalted -degree: Under God it is im­
possible to assign him a place too high. Far above 
man - above principalities and powers - above 
cherubim andseraphim, angels a)1d archangels­
he stands next in rank to the Almighty himself. 
The Scripiure~ assert this truth in the most em~ 
phatic manner. They represent him as being at 
the right hand of God, the most distinguished post 
of honor -in the universe - the highest mark of 
respect Jehovah can be~tow. "According to the 
working of his mighty power, which he wrought 
in -Christ; when he raised him from the dead; and 

,.(l).Paigels Commentary. (2) John xvii~ i. 
, 
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set him at his own right hand in the heavenly. 
places; .far above all principality, and power, and 
might, and dominion, and every name that is 

. named, not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come. And hath put all things' under 
his feet~. and gave him to be the head over all" 
things to the church, which is his body, the fulness 
of him that .(illeth all in ~."C) The Scriptures 
declare him to he "the Dord of glory "(2) - the 

. "Lord of alln(S) -and "over all. God blessed, 
·forever."e) He has been clothed with all power 
[Le.,abundance of power] in heaven and earth ;(0) 
and will reign over men, until everything at enmity 
with their spiritual good shall be removed - until 
all shall bow in willing and cheerful submission, 
'Uld become the happy subjects of his gospel king­
dom.(") 

5. Receiving these exalted honors at the hand of 
God, and in view of all the services he has already 
rendered, and will yet render the human race, it 
is but reasonable that men should render divine 
homage to the Captain of their Salvation. While 
ascribing glory to God in the Mghesr-while 
making the Father the supreme ol1ect of worship, 
as the first great Cause of all good - adoration 
and thanksgivi:ng, in a secondary degree, should 

(1) Eph. i. '19-23. (2) 1 Cor. ii. 8. (3) Acts x. 36. 
(4) ltom. ix. 5. (5) Matt. xxviiil 18. (6) 1 Oor. xv. 27, 28. 
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most assuredly be given to Jesus Christ. As the 
instrum.ent, chosen and anointed of God, through 
whom he sends our most prized and cherished 
blessings - as the faithful Shepherd who died for 
the flock - as the Mediator by whom we are 
brought into reconciliation with the Father­
Jesus has the strongest claims on our remembrance 
and gratitude, and voci praise should ascend to 
him from every human tongue. 

6. Nor need there be a doubt as to the pro­
priety or legitimacy of divine homage rendered to 
Christ. The New Testament warrants such an 
homage, and abounds with examples. (' Grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. ,To him be glory both no,v 

. and forever. Amen."(l) The angels of 'God 
were commanded to worship him. « Being made 
so much better than the angels, as he hath by 
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than 
they. For unto which of the angels said he l at 
any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotw 
ten thee 1 And again, I will be to him a Father, 
and he shaH be to me a Son ~ And again, when 
he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, 
he saith, And let all the' angels of God worship 
him. lie) Shall man neglect to praise him whom 

(1) 2 Pet. iii. 18. (2) Reb. i. 4-6. 
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angels worship! The Apostle declares that ulti­
m~tely every intelligent being in heaven and 
earth shall engage in acts of homage to Christ, 
as' Lord, and which shall be, at the same time, to 

. the glory of God. "Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name i that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow,. of things in heaven, and 
things· in earth, and thingS under the earth; and 
that every tongue should. confess that Jesus Christ 
i. Lord, to the glory of God the Father."(') We 
shall all bow before Christ in higher worlds, and 
confess hiin and worship him as Lord, to the glory 
of the Father; and why should we'not do so in the 

!' present life? 
7. The name of Christ is associated with that 

of God innumerous places in the New Testament, 
in invoking blessings, and ascribing praise and-war .. 
ship. " Grace to you, and peace from God our 
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ."C) - "Peace 
be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God 
th.e Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ."(S) U To 
God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ, 
forever. Amen."(4) The martyr, Stephen, when 
put to death, expired, II calling upon ·--God, and 
saying', Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.71(S) "And 

I
i. (1) Phil. ii. 9-11. (2) Rom. i. 7. (3) Epb. vi. 23. 

(4) Rom. xvi. 21. (5) Act&vii. 59. 
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I beheld, and heard the voice of many angels 
round about the throne, and the beasts, and the 
elders,' And the ·number of them was ten thou­
sand times ten thousand"and thousands of thou­
sands; saying, with a loud voice, Worthy is the 
Lamb that was sla~n to receive power, and riches~ 
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, 
and ~lessing. AUd every creatm'e which is in 
heaven, 'and on the earth,- and under the earth, 
and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, 
heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, 
and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever."e) 

QUESTIONS ON LESSON" V. 

1. Is a belief in the preexistence of Christ neces-­
sarily involved in Universalism 1 Is there)t diversity 
of views on this subject 1 What opinion is entertained 
bv some 1 What do others believe 1 According to 
their views, when was Jesus created1 When did he 
exist with his Father! In what did he engage, as his 
agent 1 What does this view exhibit 1 What was 
Christ willing to do 1 

2. Do the Scriptures afford confirmation of this 
theory 1 How do they describe him ~ Do they speak 
of him as an agent of God, and for what 1 What does 
St. Paul say of him in Hebrews 1 What is said in 
John 1 What seems plainly taught in this passage ~ 
What did Jesus say of his existence before Abraham ~ 

(1) Rev, v. 11......,13. 
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What do you understand by this language 1 Did he 
assert that he existed from eternity, or that he is God 1 
What is said of a fair interpretation of this language 1 
What is the most natural interpretation! 

3. From whence did Jesus declare he came when he 
entered the world 1 What did his disciples say in 
!~plyl What should Christ be understood as meaning 1 
What prayer did the Saviour put up to his Father 1 
What does this passage prove 1 In what did he pm y 
he might be reinstated 1 

4. 'What is the position occupied by the Redeemer 1 
Under whom is it impossible to assign him a place too 
high 1 What is his rank, in comparison with men and 
angels 1 Do the Scriptures maintain this view ~ How 
do they represent Christ 1 What is the highest mark 
of respect God ean bestow on nis Son 1 How is the 
exaltation of Jesus described in Ephesians! What is 
he styled in 1st Corinthians J In Acts 1 In Romans 1 
What does he say of his power in Matthew 1 How 
does St. Paul deScribe his reign in 1st Corinthians! III 

5. In view of the honors Christ receives at the hand 
of God, and of his services in our behalf, what should 
we render to him ~ Who should he made the supreme 
object of worship! To whom should adoration and 
thanksgiving be, given in a secondary degree 1 For 
what has Jesus the strongest claims on our rememw 

·brance and -gratitude ~ 
6. Need there be any doubt as to the propriety uf 

rendering divine homage tn Christ 1 What does the 
New Testament warrant 1 What ascription is made 
to Jesus in 2d Peted What were the angels com­
manded to do 1 Repeat the language of the Apostle 
in Hebrews. What effect should the examples of the 
angels have upon us 1 What does St. ,Paul declare 
every inteIligent being shall ultimately do 1 Repeat 
the quotation from Philippians. Ought we not to ren':' 
der the same homage to the Son of God in this world 
that we expect .to hereafter 1 

.. 
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,7. -How is the name of Christ frequently associated 
wIth that of God in -the New Testament 1 What form 
of ascription is quoted from Romans 1 What from 
Ephesians 1 What from Romans again 1 To whom 
did the martyr Stephen commend rna. spirit ~ Repeat 
the ~uotation from Revelations. 

" • 
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LBSSON VI. 

THE MISSION OF CHRIST. 

1. THE originating and prosecuting of clearly 
defined plans, is one of the chief charactertstics of 
intelligent beings. 'The brute creation act from 
instinct, they know not why. The proceedings 
of creatures endowed with intellectual and moral 
capacities are in'accordance with designs previ­
ously matured, and aiming at the accomplishment 
of some definite purpose. In all important trans­
actions, their proceedings are but the filling up of 
an outline~ already sketched in the mind, and 
kept constantly in. view, as the work progresses. 

2. It rna y safely be assumed, on principles 
involved in the' foregoing reflections, that Jesus 
Christ, in taking upon himself the office of Medi­
a'tor between God and men, designed to effect 
some distinct object; some clearly defined purpose. 
It may also be assumed that, in prosecuting his 
worle, he acted according to a wise and perfect 
plan, whiCh had been previously matured in the 
c0unsels of heaven. To deny, or doubt these 
positi~ns - to imagine the Redeemer entered ,upon 
his rpission wi thou t a well-digested and efficient 

5 
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plan of operations, or without a knowledge of the 
extent to which he could prosecute it, or in igno .. 
ranee of the degree of success that would attend 
him - would be to charge him, virtually, with a 
less amount of intel1.igence and. foresight than is 
ordinarily possessed by man. 

3. What was the nature of Christ's mission 1 
What }York did he undertake to accomplish 1 He 
came not to destroy, but to save. Luke IX. 56. 

'This is indicated by_ his name, JESUS; i. e., a 
Savwwr. The object of his mission was to save 
sinners. A being who is not a sinner stands in 
no need of salvation, being already saved. The 
work of the· Redeemer is thus confined to oue 
class - the sinful. The declarations of Clirist, 
and- the Apostle Paul, are posit.ive and conclusive 
on this point. "'When Jesus heaM it, he saith 
unto them, They that are whole have no need of 
the physician, but they that are sick. I came not 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."(l) 
"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jeslls came into the 
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief."e) 
To insist that Jesus will not save the sinful, at 
any time, in any world where sinners may exist; 
or under any circumstances, on their repentance, 
is to charge him with re,fusing or failing to do the ' 

(1) Mark ii. 17. ,(2) 1 Tim. i. Hi. 
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. work he carne to accomplish. To contend that 
the sinful, 'in any state of existence, will be placed, 
by the fiat of God, beyond the reach of salvation, 
or forced into a condition where repentance and 
reformation will be out of their power, is to 
attribute to Him the folly of thwarting the great 
and benevolent undertaking he had empowered 
his Son to complete. 

4. From what was Christ commissioned to 
save mankind? Not from punishment justly due 
for sins committed. The Sc.riptures present no 
such view of salvation. Punishment should not 
be confounded with revenge. It is not an inflic· 
tion of torture on the guilty, simply because they 
have done wrong. This would be the basest 
retaliation. The punishments of the Almighty 
are administered on a higher and holier principle. 
The primary object is to bring ~en to repentance, 
reformation, and holiness. Heb. xii. 5-11: While 
effecting this object, it is designed also to operate 
as an example, to ~eter those who witness it from 
giving way to temptation and sin. Such being 
the· purpose for which punishment js inflicted on 
the sinful, to save them from it, would be to their 
manifest ·jnjury, rather than ·their benefit. It 
would be like saving the sick from partaking of 
medicine! vitally essential to their restoration to 
health, or from!L painful surgical operation neces· 
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""ry to preserve life, From the fact that punish­
ment is designed for the reformation of the wicked, 
God has allowed no possible escape from its 
infliction. Prov. xi. 21. Col. iii. 25. Isa. iii. 11. 
Any system of theology which teaches that Christ 
came to save from deserved punishment-thus 
virtually ip.structing men that they can sin with 
impunity to any extent, and still escape .all the 
penalty denounced against it-must necessarily 
be defective, both theoretically and practically. 
It not only contradicts the plainest assertions of 
G.od's word, but acts as a direct and positive 
encouragement to sinful practices. 

5. The salvation which Jesus came to effect 
for men, is from sin. " Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus; for he shall save his people from their 
sins."e) It is .from wickedness itself-from 
that darkened, ignorant, :;tlienated state of mind 
and heart, in which men fall into sin - that the 
Redeemer saves them. "Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the si~ of the world !"(2) 
jj It is to be observed that John does not say he 
'taketh away the punishment which men deserve/ 
but he 'taketh away the sin of the world." It 
would be comparatively a light and trivial blessing~ 
to remit punishment, and yet leave men in a 
state of sinfulness. But to eradicate evil from 

(l):Matt. i. 21. (2) John i. 29. 
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their, hearts, to purify them from sin, to make 
them holy, to make them partakers of the Divine 
nat~re and children of God in spirit-this is a 
blessing worthy of Him who imparts it, and 
deserving the everlasting gratitude of those who 
receive it."C) 

6. How many of the human race was the 
Redeemer sent to save? There can be no better 
source of information on this point than the word 
of the Most High. The information which this 
affords is of the most explicit and satisfactory 
character. II God sent not his Son into the world 
to- condemp the world; but that the world through 
him might be saved,He) H I, came not to judge 
the world, but to S3:ve the world."(:!) "We have 
seen and do testify, that the Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the world."e) H Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world! "0 These quotations establish the 
fact that the entire world, t.he whole human race, 
are included in the number whom Christ came to 
save. This -truth is confirmed by a--great variety 
of ·other passages. St. Paul asserts that" He died 
foralL"n He tasted '~death for everyman. lI

(') He 
" gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified i~ 

(1) Paige's Commentary. (2)'Jo!m iii. 17. (3) Jo1m xii. 
47. (4) i John iv. 14. (5) john i. 29. (6) 2 Cor. v. 15. 
(7) Heb. it 9. . 

5* 
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due time."C) H And he is the propitiation for our 
sins j an~ not for ours ·only, but also for the sins 
of the whole world."C) 

7. The Son of God was sent to save -all men. 
This position is established,. beyond controversy, 
in the mind of every individual who will yield to 
the decision of the Scriptures. This is the most 
exalted view that can be taken of the work of 
Christ. It presents his mission in.a light calcu .. 
lated to excite the highest admiration and joy in 
men and angels. 

8. Will the Redeemer succeed in this greatest 
and best of works 1 A firm and enlightened faith 
in Jesus necessarily leads to a belief that he wil1. 
To doubt his success, is to be involved in the 
unbelief and faithlesspess which the Bible, so point­
edly condemns, In order to be a believer in the 
Son of God, in the gospel sense of that duty, it is 
necessary to believe not only that he is able and 
willing to save us individually I but that he is able-, 
and willing, and faithful to complete the work His 
Father sent Him to do ~ i. e., to save all mankind. 

To fall short of ·this belief, is to exercise a weak, 
and unscriptural faith in the Saviour. If the· 

_ Redeemer does not" succeeq. in saving the world, 
his expectations, will be forever· .frustr .... ted and 

(1) I Tiin, ii, 6. (2) 1 John ii. 2. 
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overthrown. For he would not undertake BUch a 
work unless he confidently believed he should bp 
able to accomplish .it. Moreover, should he fail, 
we must believe God himself would be di;sap­
pointed. In sending his Son to save all ment he 
must have entertained an expectation that he 
would succeed. 1N auld he direct his "first 
begotten" to accomplish a work which he knew 
could not be done? 

9. There can be no legitimate reason assigned 
against the success of Christ, in his mission to 
save all mankind. It cannot be urged that he 
has not a sufficiency of power. "He whom God 
hath sent speaketh the words of God -: for God 
giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. The 
Father loveth, the Son, and hath given all things 
into his hands. He) "Jesus came and spake unto 
them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in ,earth. "n " It pleased the Father that in 
him should all fulness dwelL"('l If any more 
testimony is needed on this point, it is foqnd in 
the. declaration of -St. Paul, in which he asserts 
that God- himself is cooperating with his Son in 
completing this work - " God was in Christ, rec­
onciling the world unto himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them. lie) Neither can it 

(1) John iii. 34] 35, (2) Matt. xxviii. 18. (3) Col. i. 19 
(4) 2 Cot, v. 19, 
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be urged that Christ will not succeed in saving 
all, because some are not willing to be saved. 
This unwillingness proceeds from their ignorance 
and blindness to their own highest welfare. To 
remove such ignorance and blindness from the 
minds of the sinfull is precisely the work Jesus 
Was commissioned to execute. Hence, to insist 
that he cannot save men because they are not 
willing -to be saved, is butasser~ing that he -cannot 
do his work, because it needs to be done. The 
Scriptures instruct us, that man's will shall present 
no obstacle to the ultimate success of the Redeemer. 
"Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy 
power,ll(t) 

10. 1'he word of God affords the most positive 
evidence of the ultimate success of Chl'ist in com~ 
pleting his work of Universal Salvation. uHe 
shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be 
satisfied,"e) ,. My meat [purpose, pleasure] is 
to do the will ofhi.m that sent me, and to fmish 
his work.HC) 'Vhat was the work God sent him 
to do? ~'The Father sent the Son to be. ~e. 
Saviour of the world."(4) Can Christ finish thi8 
work unless the world is finally saved? .Tesus 
came to do the will of Him that sent him. What 
is God's will? God u will have all men to be 

(1) .Ps. cx.3. (2) Isa: 1m. 11. (3)- John iv. 34, (4) 1 
JOfuilV.14. 
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saved, and come to the knowledge of the ttuth."e> 
How can the Redeemer do the will of God 
without saving all men? 

11. The triumphant success of the Son of God; 
in bringing all men into willing' and joyful 8ub& 
jection to his reign, is explicitly asserted in the 
following passages: H Wherefore God hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name; that at the name of Jesust 

every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth; and 
that every.tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."(') 
u Then cometh the end, when he shall have deliv­
ered up ihe kingdom to God, even the Father; 
when he shall have put down all rule, and all 
authority and power. For he must reign till he " 
hath put all enemies under his feet. [Until he 
hath overcome everything at enmity with"" man'~ 
reformation and reconciliation.] The last enemy 
thahhall be destroyed is death. * * * And 
when all things shall be subdued unto him, then 
shall the Son also himself be subject unto him 
that pllt all things under him, that God may be all 
in all."(<l) Here is a sublime <ie.§cription of the 
final condition of all mankind. God shall, eventM 

- "(1)1 Tim. u.4. ('2) PhiL ii. 9-11. (3) 1 Cor. xv. Z4-2B. 
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ually, through the reign of Christ, bee_orne Hall " 
in all souls! ' . 

QUESTIONS ON LESSON VI. 

1. What is one of the chief characteristics ofintel~ 
ligent beings 1 How do the brute creation act 1 With 
what are the proceedings of intellectual creatures in 
accordance 1 What are their proceedings in all import­
ant transactions 1 

2. What may be ..... issumed of Christ in taking the 
office of Mediator 1 .t1ow may it also be assumed that 
he acted 1 What would be the effect of denying these 
propositions 1 Can it be supposed Jesus would com­
mence his mission without a weB-digested plan of 
operations: or in ignoran~e of the success that would 
attend him 1 

3. Did Christ come to destrovl What was the 
nature of his work 1 What d'oes his name, " Jesus," 
signify 1 Whom did he design to save? Do those 
who are not sinful need salvation 1 What is their 
condition 1 To what class is the work of the Redeemer 
confined? What is said of the declarations of' Christ 
and St. Paul 1- What is the language of J eSU8 , in 
Mark? What did the Apostle declare to be a faithful 
saying 1 What did St. Paul style himselP What 
did -Jesus come into the wo1'ld to do? What is the 
effect of insisting that Christ will not save sinners in 
any world, OJ': under any circumstances, on their 
repentance '1 "Yhat would be attributing to God the 
folly ofthwarting the undertaking he had empowered 
his Son to complete 1 

4. _ Was the Redeemer commissioned to save man­
kind from punishment 1 Do the Scriptures present 
such a view of salvation 1 Wit.h what should not pun­
ishment be connmnded 1 Is it simply au infliction of 

\ 
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torture on the guilty! What would this be! On 
what principle are' the punishments of the Almighty 
administered 1 What is the primary object of his 
punishments 1 What is the passage referred to in 
Hebrews ~ What other object has God in his punish­
ments J vVhat would be the effect of saving the guilty 
from punishment! What would ,it be like ~ Does 
God allow any escape from jlunishment 1 What are 
the passages. referred to in Proverbs, Colossians and 
Isaiah ~ Why is no escape from punishment permit· 
ted 1 What must be the nature of !Llly system of theol­
ogy which teaches that Christ. came, to save from 
deserved punishment ~ What does such a system 
virtually instruct meLl 1 'What does it contradict1 
How does it act 1 

5. What docs Jeslls save men from ~ What is the 
passage quoted from Matthew'! In what other words 
is the nature of salvation described·' In what language 
did John the Baptist speak of the Saviour 1 What clid 
he. not say 1 What did he say 1 What ~ould be 
comparatively a fight blessing 1 What would be a 
blessing worthy of him who imparts it, and of the 
gratitude of those who receive it 1 

6. What is the best source of information as to the 
number the Redeemer was sent to save 1 Does God's 
word afford explicit information on this subl·ect1 What 
are the passages quoted from the gaspe of J ohn ~ 
What did, the apostles see, and to what did they 
testify 1 \-Vhat do these passages establish! Is the 
same truth conlhmed by other passages' of Scripture 1 
Repeat them. 

7. How many do we thus learn Christ came to 
save 1 In whose minds must this position be estab­
lished ~ What kind of ~dew is this of the work of 
Christ ~ How does it present his mission ~ 

8. To what belief ";vill an enlightened faith in Jesus 
. lead 1 What is the effect of doubting his success 1 
Does the Bible conden;m a lack of faith in Christ 1-
"What iii nacessary to be a believer in thQ Son of God 
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in a Gospel sense ~ What kind of faith _ have those 
who faU short of this belief 1 Wauld J eaus undertake 
to save the world unless he believed he would succeed 1 
If he does not succeed, what effect will it have on_ 
his expectatiollS 1 If the Redeemer should fail to save 
the world, 'what effect must we believe it would have 
'!In God 1 Why 1 What question is asked of the 
sending of God's ".first begotten"1 How should it be 
answel'ed ~ ( 

9. Can any legitimate reason be assigned why 
Christ will 1I0t succeed in saving all mankind 1 Has 
he not a sufficiency of power 1 Repeat the passage 
from John. What did Jesus say of the power given 
him 1 What is the assertion in Colossians on this 
point 1 Where can more testimony be found 1 What 
does St. Paul assert, in the pa.ssag~ from 2d Corinthi~ 
ans1 Can it be urged that Chl'ist will not succeed 
because some are not williug' to be saved ~ From what 
does such unwillingneslS proceed 1 What did Christ 
come to "do in regard to tuis ignorance and blindness t 
What would it be asserting to insi:st that he cannot 
save men because they are not willing to be saved 1 
What do the Scriptures instruct us in respect to man's 
will 1 Repeat the passage from Psa.Ims, ' 

10. Of what does the word of God afford" the most 
positive evidence 1 What did Isaiah prophesy of 
Christ 1 What did J esua say it was his meat to do 1 
What is to be. understood -by . the word H meat "1 
What did the Father send the Son to do l' How can 
Christ ,. finish" his work ~ What was the will of God 
that Jesus came to do ~ How can he do or complete 
that wi1l1 

11. What is explicitly asserted in the Scriptures~ 
What is the passage quoted from Philippians 1 What 
does St. Paul say in 1 st Corinthians J What is to be 
understood by Christ's putting all things under his 
feet1 What kind of a description is this of the final 
condition of mankind't What shall be the ultimate: 
de.stjny of all80uls 1 



1 

THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST. 6!l 

LESSON VII. 

THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST. 

1. JESUS of Nazareth having entered the 
world for the purpose of introducing and estab­
lishing a new system of religion, with an avowed 
design that it should overturn all other doctrines, 
it became necessary that he should show authority 
from God to engage in a work so momentous. 
This was es~ential, inasmuch as mankind ~annot 
consistently be expected to believe sentiments in ... 
relation to God, his nature and character, his 
government 'and purposes, without they are sus­
tained by some manifestation. of authority, some 
indication of approval, from on high. This exhi~ 
bition of Divine approval was especially necessary 
in Judea, where Christ commenced his ministry. 
The Jews were in possession of a· religIOn which 
th~y had enjoyed for more than a thollsand years. 
They believed it to be sanctioned by God. Jesus 
called upon them to abandon it j to turn from the 
forms and ceremonies of their fathers, and embrace 
the new fai~h he was engaged in propagating. 
He declared he was sent by their Go<1- the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - to annul the 

6 
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Levitical dispensatio'n, to pronounce its rites void, 
and invite them to embrace the doctrines of the 
Gospel which he was then establishing. 

2. It was not to be supposed the Jews would 
be influenced by these declarations, or that they 
would receive Christ as sent of God on such an 
errand, without some convincing manifestation of 
divine power. To announce himself as the Son 
Of God, was not enough to carry conviction to 
their minds of the .legitimacy of his mission. A 
deceiver could easily put forth such a claim. 
This high pretence would but make them look 
upon him with greater suspicion, without con· 

.. vincing pl'oofs of'a corresponding character. The 
Redeemer acknowledged the justness of this 
demand for evidence that God had sent ,him to 
prosecute his work. And for the purpose of 
meeting it! ~nd convincing the mos.t sceptical of 
the divine authority with which he had been 
clothed by his Father, he performed his wonderful 
Miracles. 

3.· H When Jesus Christ came into the world t 

nature had failed to communicate instructions to 
men, in which! as intelligent beings, they had the 
deepest concern, and on which the full develop~ 
men t of their highest faculties essentially depended. 
We affinn, that there. was no prospect of relief 
from nature; so that art exigence had occurred., in 
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which additional communications, supernatural 
lights, might rationally be expected from the 
Father of spirits. . .. They were demanded by the 
state of the world which preceded them, and they 
have left deep traces on all.subsequent ages. In 
fact~ the history of the whole civili~ed world, since 
their alleged occurrence, has been swayed and 
colored by them, and is wholly inexplicable with .. 
out them, Now such miracles are not to be met 
and disposed of by general reasonings, which 
apply only tu insulated, unimportant, unintluential 
prodigies." (') 

4. That Jesus Christ worked the miracles 
asc~ibed to him in the New Testament, there is 
no reasonable ground for doubt. Evidence of 
this fact, sufficient to satisfy the most bitter and 
prejudiced of his opponents who witnessed them, 
should convince us, in our day, of the genuine­
ness of his miracles. They were of a nature 
which precladed all possibility of deception. Had 
they been mere acts of sleight-of-hand, connected 
with some trivh\l game, by which a cunning 
trickster could, for an instant, bewilder the spec.­
tators, but little confidence could be placed in 
them. 

5. This1was not the ,character of the Saviour's. 
mfracles. They were all events of the utmost 

(1) Dr. Channing. 
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importance, and of the most astonishing de~crip­
tion. They were events, too, of which there 
could not be a doubt, in regard to their mira'culous 
nature, in the minds of those wao witnessed them. 
He restored the blind to sight - he healed, instan­
taneously I the sick, the maimed, the halt - he 
~aised the dead, at a word. These things were 
not, done in the dark, or in private, or in the 
presence of only a few interested followers, who 
tnight possibly Ihave been deluded. They were 
tIansacted in open day, and in the presence of 
crowds of his 'Opposers, ander circumstanceswher8 
decep.tion was out of the question. He was 
watched closely and eagerly, by his enemies­
watched with all the intensity and sharpness that 
unrelenting hatred could impart to his most saga­
ciQus opposers. Had Jesus attempted the slight­
est deception - had he not actually done all he 
professed to do - he would have been -detected 
Ilnd instantly exposed on the spot. But his 
miracles were such that malignity itself could not 
deny them. Men that were known by the mul­
titude to have been blind, and maimed, from 
birth, were made, in a moment, to'-see, and to 
walk in the vigor of health. Those whom they 
had put into- the tomb, dead, and whose bodies 
had begun to exhibit that putrefaction which is an 
unmistakable evidence of death, they saw arise 
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'and stand before them, in aU the strength and 
freshness of youth. These miracles were pel'~ 

formed before the eyes of the people. They knew 
that the subjects on whom they were enacted 
had been blind, or halt, or sick~ or dead; and they 
lmew that afterwards they saw, they walked, they 
~ere restored to life and health. They could not 
be deceived in regard to these facts. They were 
miracles which they witnessed not for a moment 
only, but which they contemplated for years 
afterwards, as they daily saw those who had been 
restored, mingling with them in the pursuits of 
life, in the healthful enjoyment ot all their facul~ 
ties. 

6. Neither the Je,vs, nor any of the oppo~ 

sers of Christ at that day, denied that he per~ 
formed the miracles attributed to him. They 
were anxiolls to make such a 'denial, and would 
not have hesitated a moment, had there been the 
slightest ground upon which it could rest. They 
watched intently to detect deception; and had 
they discovered any reason to suspect it, they 
would have trumpeted it to the four quarters of 

" Palestine. But they watched -in vain. There 
was no deceptjon. Of this they were perfectly 
convinced. They well knew it would have been 
the merest folly to deny the fact of his miracles, 
when multitudes 80 numerous had witnessed 

6* 
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them. They freely acknowledged the mimcles 
had actually been accomplished. The people 
who beheld them could not but believe what they 
saw. H A great multitude followed him, because 
they saw his mirach;~s which be did on them that 
were diseased,"C) H And many of the people 
believed on him, and said: When Christ cometh 
will he do more miracles than these which this 
man hath done? HC) The Pharisees, the most 
malignant and unscrupulous of the enemies of 
Christ, were compelled to admit that his miracles 
were genuine. . This was the case in reference to 
a man whom they knew to have been blind from 
birtht and whom Jesus had restored to sight. 
" They brought to the Pharisees him that afore­
time "(as blind. And it was the Sabbath day 
when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. 
Then, again, the Pharisees also asked how he 
ha,d received his sight. He said unto them, He 
put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed) and do 
see. Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This 
man is not of God, because he keepeth not the 
Sabbath day. Others saId, How can a man that .... 
is a sinner do such miracles? And there Was It 

d:,'ision among them."C) On another occasion, 
the -chief priests and the Pharisees fully acknowl~ 
edged the genuineness of the Saviour'S miracles. 

(1) John vi. 2. (2) John -vii. 31. (3) John ix. 13-16. 
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" Then gathered the chief priests and the Phari· 
sees a council, and said, What do we l' for this 
man doeth many miracles. If we let him thus 
alone, all men will believe on him."C) 

7. The Pharisees saw, with regret, that in 
consequence of the wonderful miracles of Ohrist, 
many people were believing on him as the Son 
of God. They became alarmed for the stability 
of their own religion, and determined to take 
steps to c@unteract the influence his miracles 
were working. To effect this end, they did not 
deny that the miracles were actually p'erformed, 
but they took a course which promised better 
success. They insisted that his miracles were 
not worked by the power of God, but by the 
agency of evil spirits. In that age of the world, 
when a belief in such spirits was very general, it 
would ,not be difficult to make many believe Jesus 
was aided by them in his nlarve]lous works. To 
what degree tI!ey were successful in this attempt, 
it is impossible to determine. Tlie Saviour, how .. 
ever, confounded them by showing that in those 
miracles where he cast out what wefe supposed 
to be- evil spirits, he could not have bee~ aided by 
evil spirits j for in that case the house of Beelze­
bub would be divided ageinst itself. 
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8. The Redeemer did not pretend that he 
performed his miracles by any power of his own . 

. With the utmost candor and frankness, he always 
acknowledged that his ability in these wonderful. 
ads came directly from God. "Then answered 
Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say 
.unto you, the Son can do nothing of himself, 'but 
what he s6eth the Father do,"C) "If I do not 

, the works of my Father, believe me not. But if 
I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works; 
that ye may know and believe that the Father is 
in me, and I in him. ';e) The ap'ostles also attrib­
uted the miracles of Christ to a power which God 
had bestowed upon him. H Yemen of Israel, 
hear these words. Jeslls of Nazareth, a man 
approv~d of God an:lOng you, by mira~les, and 
'wonders, and signs) which God did by, him in the 
midst of YOtl) a~ ye yourselves also know."(") 

9. The process, or means) by which Christ 
performed his miracles, is a subject in regard to 
which there hasJong been a diversity of opinions • 
It is believed, by some, that in worldng his mira­
cles, he was enabled by God to call to his aid the 
agency of some positive and active law in nature, 
which is Deyond the knowledge and the reach of 
man. By others it is contended that he arrested and 
suspended the operation of the natural laws wnich 

(1) John v. 19. (2) Jo1m x. 37, 38. (3) Acts ii. 22. 
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govern health, and life, and material substances, 
and held them in abeyance until the miracle was 
effected. The latter view is the most common, 
and undoubtedly the most reasonable. It comes 
up the nearest to the idea of: an actual miracle. 
But the point is not of the highest moment. In 
either case, Jesus mast' have been en~owed with 
miraculous power; by which should be understood 
a sup~rhuman power-a power altogether above 
that possessed by nian. The material-fact is, did 
Jesus perform the miracles attrib\lted -to him 1 
Of this there cannot be a doubt. Equally clear 
is it that, whatever the process might have been, 
by which -his astonishing wOJiks were done, the 
power was bestowed upon him by God. This 
was all that Christ claimed; To this he pointed 
as the great and convincing evidence that he was 
the Son or-God, authotized and sent of th.e Fath~t 
on' his qlission among men. 

10. That the Creator has ability to sus­
pend the operation of nature's laws, at any 
moment, for a specific purpose, or could empower 
hiS Son to suspend them, is a fact which does not 
admit of a reasonable question. Cannot he who 
originated the physical laws j suspend or annul 
them at pleasure 1 Cannot the mechanic arrest 
for a moment the movement of the machinery he 
has e~ected! It is true, the usnal operation of 
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the natural laws is unchangeable and perfect. But 
this does not place them beyond the control of the 
Being who gave them existence. Ifl for the pur,. 
pose of enabling his Son to convince mankind of . 
the divine authenticity of his mission, God 
thought best _ to empower him to suspend, at 
pleasure, for a moment, the ordinary operatio~ of 
the' physical laws, to heal the sick, -restore the 
blind, or mise the dead, there cannot be a doubt 
he had power to do so. It is weak incredulity, 
and not philosophy, that questions this fact. Those 
~ings which are miracles to us are no miracles 
to· God. We are constantly surrounded by mir£1~ 
c1es. To our comprehension the structure and 
growth of the humblest flower of the valley is as 
much a miracle as raising the dead. The latter 
is as easy to the- Creator us the former. It can 
require no more power or skill to restore health to 
the sick, ot life to .the dead, ~han it did to give 
life and health, in the first place, 

11. II Look over the map of the world, and the 
astonishing fact stares you in the face, that the 
boundary of Christianity is also the line of 
demarkation, broad and deep, between civilization 
and all its blessings, and barbarism with all its 
curses," Yet Ch.ristianity itself stands on the 
genuineness of the miracles of Christ. If they 
Were not performed, as asserted'in the New Tes­
tament, then the Christian religion rests on, 
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faJsehood. Can it he believed that a system of 
faith which civilizes, enlightens, elevates and 
blesses, the individuals, nations and races, who 
receive it, is based on trickery and deception 1 

QUESTIONS ON LESSON VII. 

1. }i'or what did Je~us entex the world1 What 
deaign did he a,vow1 Wha.t did it become necessa'ty 
for him to show! Why was this essential ~ When 
and where was this exhibition. of Divine· approval 
e.speciQ.lly necessary! Of what were the Jews in pos­
session'! What did they believe of their religion '! 
What did the Saviout' call upon them- to do't By 
whom did he' declare he was sent, and fDr what pm­
pose~ 

2. Would the Jews be cDuvinced that Christ was 
sent by God, withoui he manifested some divine power~ 
Was it enough simply to declare he was the Son of 
God 1 What could a deceiver do 1 What effect would 
his high pretence produce, .... "ithout convincing proofs 1 
What did the Redeemer aclmowledge~ For what 
purpose did he perform his miracles 1 

3, When Christ caIne into the world j what had 
nature failed to communicate 1 On what did the devel­
opment of the highest faculties of men essentially 
depend 1 Could nature alone communicate &"Uchinstruc­
tions 1 'Vas there any prospect of relief from nature 1 
W-hat might rationally be expected from God, in such 
an exigence 1 By what were these supernatural Iighta 
or miracles demanded 1 What have they left 1 What 
effect have ihey produced OIl the history of the civilized 
world 1 How are such miracles not to be met and 
dispoooo of ~ 

4. Did Jesus work the miracles ascribed_ to him in 
the New Testament! Was there evidence of this suffi­
cient to satisfy his opponents 1 What effect should 
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such evidence have on us 1 What was the nature of 
Christ's miracles 1 What if they h~d been mere acts 
of sleight-or-hand 1-

5. Was this the eharacter of Christ's miracles 1 
What were they 1- Of what could there not be a. doubt, 
in respect to these events 1 What did he do ~ Where 
were these things not done 1- Where, and in whose 
presence j were they transacted 1- Was deception possi­
ble1 By whom! and how, was he watched 1- Had Jesus 
attempted deception, what would have been the effect 1-
What were his miracles 1- Who were made to see 
and wa\k.~ Who did they see arise. from the deadl 
Where were these miracles performed 1- What did they 
lrnow of the subjects of them, before the miracles were 
perfOTmed 1- What did they know afterwards 1- Gould 
the Jews be deceived in these things 1 How long did 
they witness these miracles 1 In what way did ,they 
witness them 1 

6. Did the Jews deny that Christ actua.Ily performed 
his miracles:1 Were they anxious to make such a 
denial 1 Why did they not 1 What if they had 
d~tected deceptio111. Of what were they perfec:tly con­
VInced 1 What dld they know 1 What did they 
acknowledge ~ What is said of those- who beheld the 
miracles 1 Repeat the passages from John. Do not 
these passages show that tbe people who witnessed the 
miracles of Jesus believed they were 1'ea\ly pey­
formed J What were the Pharisees 1 What were 
they compelled to admit 1 In what pal·ticular case did 
they make such an admission J Describe the transac­
tion with the blind man. Is not here an rtdmission by 
the Pharisees, _ that the Saviour performed mira­
cles 1 In wl;mt language did the Pharisees aclmowl­
edge the miraCles of Christ, on another occasion 1 

7. "Vhat did the PhaTisees see with regret 1 'J!"'or 
w hat did they become alarmed '1 What did they 
determine to do! Did they deny the mirades, to effect 
this end ~ What course did they take ~ ,What was 
general, at that age 1 What_ would it not be difficult 
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to make many believe! Can it now be determined to 
what degree they were successful1 How did the 
Saviour confound them 1 

8: Did Jesus pretend he performed his. miracles by 
his own power 1 What did he always acknowledge 1 
What was his. language i.n the first passage quoted 
from John 1 In the second passage from John ~ To 
what did the Apostles attribute the miracles of Christ' 
What did Peter say to the Jews, in the p::).Ssags from 
Acts! 

O. What is said of the process by which Christ­
p.srformed his miracles 1 How is it beHeved by some ~ 
.What do others contend 1 What of the latter view 1 
Is the point of the highest mo;mend What is the 
material fact 1 What is clear, in either case! Was 
this all that Christ claimed 1 To what did he point 
as the evidence t.hat he was the Son of q,od, and 'tile 
sent of the Father 1 

10, -What fact does not admit of a reasonable 
\ question 1 What is asked in respect to him who 
originat~9 the physical laws 1 JIow would you answer 
the inquiry 1 How would you reply to the question 
respecting the mechanic 1 What is true. of the natural 
laws 1 Does this place them beyond the control of· 
God 1 Of what cannot there be a doubt 1 Is it phi­
losophy that quest~ons this fact~ What is it, then ~ 
What is said of things which a"l'e miracles to llS 1 
By what are we continually surrounded 1 Wha" to 
us, is the structure and growth of a :flower 1 What 
is as easy to the Creator as the making of a :flower 1 II' 

What can require. no more of power in God than to 
give life and health 1 

11. What fact stares us in the face, in looking over 
the map of -the world 1 On what does Christianity 
itself stand 1 If the miracles were not performed as 
the New Testament asserts, what follows 1 How 
would you answer the closing question 1 Can trick81'Y 
and deception give birth to civilizaton 1 Can they 
enlighten and bless mankind 1 

7 
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LESSON VIII. 

THE RESURRECTION, ASCENSION, AND REIGN OF 

CHRIST. 

1. JESUS of Nazareth was crucified by the 
Jews, in,the reign of Pontius Pilate, the Roman 
governor of Judea. This is a fact established 
by history with more positiveness and certainty 
than any event of past ages. . The conviction of 
the entire civilized world, for nearly two thousand 
years, yields an unquestioned corroboration to the 
declarations of ,the New Testament on this point. 
The existence of the Christian religion itself, 
which is evidently destined, ere long, to fill the 
whole earth, and the establishment of that reli­
gion, amid an opposition of the most fonnidable 
and unrelenting character, aTe substantial realities 
which grew out of the fact of the crucifixion and 
resurrection of Christ, and are indisputable proofs 
of their reali ty. 

2. The death of Jesus on the cross was com .. 
plete. Life departed totally from the body. Thero 
could' be no better evidence of this given or 
required, than the assent of the Jews who were 
present. In great multitudes they surrounded the 
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cross, and witnessed the scenes of the crucifixion. 
With all the keenness the most intense malignity 
towards Christ could impart, they watched the 
progress of the execution, and could not have been 
deceived as to the reality of his death. A critical 
e.xamination of his body was made by the Roman 
soldiers, who acted as guards on the occasion, and 

, they pronounced him dead. But to make assur· 
anee doubly sure, "one of the soldiers, with a 
spear, pierced his side, and forthwith came there 
out blood and water. And he that saw it bare 
record, find his record is true. And he knoweth 
that he saith true, that ye might believe."e) 
This simple narration of John, related so artlessly, 
contains positive evidence of the death of Christ. 
Physiology instructs us that the heart is sur­
rounded by a thin membrane, denominated the 
pericardium, which is filled with a colorless, watery 
fluid. Hence, a spear so far thrust into the side 
as to cause water and blood to flow from the 
wound, must have'pierced the pericardium and the 
heart. Thil;! would have r,!aused instant death in 
Jesus, had not life already become extinct. 

3; The third day after his crucifixion, Jes'Us 
Christ arose from the dead. The resurrection of 
the Redeemer is one of the most important facts • ' 

(1) John xix. 34, 35. 
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of Christianity. It forms the foundation of all 
faith and hope in Christ. The Jews denied his 
resurrection; and bribed the guard of. Roman 
soldiers, who had been placed to watch:,the tomb 
where the body was deposited, to say that the 
disciples had stolen the body while they were 
asleep. This story carries its own refutation. It 
is not to be supposed tha,t --a large company of 
soldiers would all be so sound asleep .that such 
an act could take place without awaking them. 
This is the more incredible in view of the fact 
that the Roman law inflicted death on a ,soldier 
guilty of sleeping at his post. Moreover, these 
soldiers asserted what they could not know to be 
true. If they were all asleep, how could they 
know the body of Christ was removed by his dis­
ciples, or by any other hands 1 

4. The followers of Jesus, with every appear· 
ance of candor and honesty, declared that he aro:se 
from the dead. They insisted that they saw hirI)., 
listened ·to him} and conva:rsed with him, on 
repeated occasions, and, that, finally, he ascended 
from their sight into heaven. They were compe­
tent witnesses. They asserted only what they saw 
with their own eyes. No reasonable motive can 
be assigned for deception on their part. Their 
whole after lives attested the sincerity of their 
belief in the _urrecrion of therr Master. At hi. 
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death "they were overwhelmed with fear of the 
Jews, and sought every means-to escape the dan­
ger which threatened them as the followers of one 
who had just been executed as a blasphemer and 
deceiver. But after his resurrection and ascen­
sion, a total change came over them. They were 
bold in proclaiming the Messiahship of Christ. 
They did. not hesitate to charge the Jews openly, 
before their faces, with having murdered their own 
Redeemer -the Prince- of Peace. They met 
death, in the most terrific forms, as the test and 
witness of their belief in Jesus as the risen an4 
ascended Saviour. By what possibility could they 
thus suddenly have become inspired with daunt.. 
less intrepidity, except through an unshaken con­
viction in the reality of the resurrection ~nd 
ascension of the Son of God 1 

5. " They had nothing to gain by testifying 
to the resurrection of Jesus falsely j for they knew 
that a life of poverty and suffering awaited them j 
and they could not expect rewards from heaven 
for deceiving their brethren. . They 
openly proclaimed the resurrection, within a ·few 
days after it occurred, and in Jerusalem, where -
they would excite most attention, and where the 
fraud, if there were any, could most easily have 
been detected. They cheerfully endured 
afilictions, and death itself, rather than renounce~ 

7* 
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their testimony. Th~ Apostles [hefore 
the resurrection of Christ] had been fearful, timid, 
adopting even Unjustifiable measures to secure 
'their personal safety. In the short space of fifty 
days afterwards, the same Apostles became so 
fearless of danger, that nothing couldterrify them. 
'rhey were ready to encounter strip~, imprison­
ment and d~ath. If they had stolen the body of 
Jesus, would this have filled them with such 
courage? Wauld they have more 'confidence in 
a dead body, which they had concealed, than they 
had previously had in their living Master, when 
in the hands of his enemies? . On the other hand~ 
if they Imew he had risen, and promised to be 
present with them, their bol4ness was natural."C) 

6. It is supposed by many, that Je.sus arose 
from the dead with the same body that was nailed 
to the cross, and that when he ascended to heaven 
it' was changed to a spiritual body. There are 
others who believe that his natural body under­
went a change in the tomb; and that, at his resur­
rection, he came forth in possession of a body 
entirely spiritual. Both of these views have some 
considerations whic}l seem to fuvor them. But 
the point is wholly speculative,_ and possesses, in 
fact, no practical importance. No one believes 

(1) Paige'li Commentary, 

., 
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Christ's natural body of flesh and blood entered 
heaven. Whether the moment of change, from. 
a fleshy to a spiritual and incorruptible body, was 
at the resurrection or the ascension, is a matter 
of minor ~onsideration. The most important 
thing is a belief of the great fact that Christ did 
arise from the dead - that he triumphed over 
death, and ascended to the honor and gloryawait .. 
ing him in other scene~ of existence. 

7. The Son of God, having laid the founda­
tion and, prepared the way for the establishment 
of his gospel on the earth - having suffered death 
on the cross, in fulfilment of the Scriptures, and 
in proof of the genuineness of his mission­
having arose from the dead, and ascended to his 
Father - it may be believed he resumed there 
his reign as Mediator between God. and men. 
That the mediatorial kingdom and reign of Christ 
extend to the future world, and that he still 
prosecutes ,there, as well as here, the worl! of 
enlightening, purifying· and elevating mal).kind, 
and. reconciling them to God, is a belief which 
is sustained by weighty considerations. 

8. Large numbers of mankind pass from thIS 
life in ignorance and wickedness. Yet they are 
included among those whom Christ carn..e to save 
from sin, and reconcile to God. The .light of the 
gospel, and its purifying influences, has failed, 
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through many causes, to reach them in this world. 
Hence the discipline, the instruction, the -purifiea ... 
tion of heart, n'ecessary to reconcile them to .God I 
and prepare them for the happiness of a divine 

_ life, must necessarily be brought to bear upon them 
in the future existence. This is precisely the 
work the Son of God took upon.himself to acc.om~ 
plish for all souls, To the same degree the belief 
is entertained that Christ will be faithful to com~ 
plete the work his Father gave him to do, will be 
seen the r-ecessity of its prosecution in the world 
to come. Upon all darkened and alienated hearts 
which enter the immortal state, Jesus will exercise 
the instructive, sanctifying, saving influences _at 
his command, until thelr better capacities are 
developed, and they"'advance to the spiritual enjoy­
ments. for which they we'~e originally designed. 

9. The Scriptures favor the supposition that 
Jesus exercises his office as Mediator and Saviour 
in the future \\'orId, as well as in this. Christ 
gave this assurance to his disciples at the mom~nt 
of his 'ascension. '~All power is given unto me, 
in heaven and in earth."C) "Heaven," in this pas- . 
sage, is to be understood as indicating the ·immor­
tal state at large. Jesus distinctly asserted that he 
should pos~ess, and of course exercise, in that staw 

(1) Matt. xx.viii. 18 • 

• 
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his sanctifying and saving power. u He [Christ] 
that descended, is the same also that ascended up 
far above all heavens, [to the highest position of 
honor and power,] that he might fill [plerose­
fulfil, accomplish, completeJ·all thinga."(') This 
passage clearly implies that Jesus, in his exalted 
station in the heavens, will exercise the resources 
and influences at his command, to fin up, and 
complete, his work of salvation. In other words, 
that he will accomplish all that is lacking, when 
the spirits of men depart from this world, to 
qualify them for the progressive scenes of light, 
truth and improvement, through which he was 
commissioned to conduct them, to a condition of 
perfect holiness and happiness. ".For it pleased 
the Father,that in him [Christ] should all fulness 
dwell j and, having made peace through the 
blood of his cross, by him to reconcile aU things' 
unto himself. By 'him, I say, whether they be 
things on earth, or things in heaven ;"e) - 1. e., 
whether the things, or spirits, to be reconciled, be 
on the earth, or in the state of immortality.(8) 
Here, evidently, is the assertion of a work of 
reconciliation to be performed by the Redeemer in 
the next state of being. And it necessarily must 

(l)-Eph. iv. 10. (2) 001. i. 19,20. (3)" All things," in 
this and similar passages, must necessarily be understood as 
indicatin!f all inteUigent spirits, - as no other II things" can 
be reconciled or unreconciled to God. 
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be the influence and instruction he will bring to 
bear on the spirits of those who departed from this 
life in an ignoran~ and unreconciled condition. 
Christ, on his mediatorial throne, will continue to 
reign over the spirits of men, both here and !J.el'e~ 
after, until all are brought into willing subjection, 
and a-cknowledge him as their Saviour. Then 
his work will be completed. And then he will 
deliver up his gospel kingdom into the hands of 
the Father, and God will become" all in all." 
1 Cor. xv. 28: 

QUESTIONS ON LESSON VIII. 

1. When was Jesus crucified ~ How is this fact 
established ~ With what positiveness 1 To what does 
the conviction of the civilized world yield corroboration l_ 
What are substantial realities1 From ~hat do they 

. grow 1- What is the evident de~tiny of tIle Christian 
religion 1 Under what circumstances wa.':! that r~ligion 
established 1 I 

, 2. What is said of tha" death of Jesus~ 'Vhat was 
the best evidence of this 1 Did they witness the cru­
cifixion, and in what "numbers'~ With what feelings 
did they watch the execution 1 COUld they have been 
deceived as to his death 1 What was done by the 
Roman guards 1 What did they pronounce ~ How 
did they make assurance doubly sure 1 What came 
from his side, when pierced with a spear1 To what 
did John bear record J What did he say of his record 1 
What does this narration of John contain 1 By what is 
the heart surrounded J With what is the pericardium 
fi11e41 What would flow from the wound, if a spear 
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was thrust through the pericardium, intO the heart 1 
What would such a wound cause 1 

3. When did Christ arise from the dead 1 What 
is the reslln-ection of the Redeemer~ Of what does 
it form the foundation ',I Who denied his reeun-ection ~ 
What did they bribe the Roman soldiers to say ~ 
What does this story carry 1 What is not to be eup~ 
posed 1 What makes this story mote incredible ~ 
What did these soldiers assert 1 If they were asleep, 
what could they not know 1 

4. What did the followers of Christ declare 1 
What did they insist 1 Were they competent witness­
es 1 What dId they assert 1 Had they any reason to 
deceive 1 What did their after lives attest1 'Vhat 
effect did the death of their Master have on them 1 
What did they seek ~ What came over them after his 
resurrection and ascension 1 How did they proclaim 
the Messiahs~ip of Christ 1 With what did they charge 
the Jews 1 What did they ~o, as a test of their belief 
in the resurrection and ascension of the Saviour1 
What thus suddenly inspired them with intrepidity! 

5. What had they to gain by false testimony~ 
What did they know awaited them 1 Fol' what could 
they not expect rewards from heaven 1 'What did they 
openly do '! When 1 Where! "Vhat could there most 
easily have been done 1 What did they cheerfully 
endure 1 How had the Apostles been before the resur­
rection of Christl! In what respect did they become 
changed in fifty days 1 What were they ready to 
en~ounter! What effect would have been produced on 
them, had they stolen away the body of Christ 1 
Would they have had more confidenee in a dead body, 
than in their Master just before his crucifixion! when 
they all fled 1 What would make their "boldness natu­
ral1 

6. What is supposed, by _many, of Christ's body at 
his resurrection! "What do they -believe took place as 
he ascended to heaven 1 What do others believe ~ 
_With what body do they believe he came forth from 
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the tomb 1 What is said of both these views 1 What 
is the point! What does it not possess t What IS not 
believed 1 What is a matter of minor consideration 1 

, What is the most important thing 1 
7. What did the Son of God do on the earth 1 What 

did he do in fulfilment of the Scriptures, and in proof 
of the genuineness of his mission 1 Did he arise from 
the dead - and where oid he -go 1 What may be 
believed, in view of these facts l' What is sustained 
by weighty considerations 1 What is Christ still 
prosecuting in the future world, as well as in this 1 

8. In what condition do a large n:umber of mankind 
pass b'om this life 1 Among whom are they inc1uded! 
What h3..'5 failed to reach them in this' world ~ Henee 
what will be necessary in the future existence 1 What 
was the work the Son of God took upon himself to 
accomplish 1- To what dflgree will be seen the neces­
sity of'the prosecution of Christ's work in the next 
world 1 What will J eaus exercise on aU darkened and 
alienated hearts in the immortal state 1- Has he an 
abundance of such influences at his command 1- How 
long, and with what ·result, will he exercise these 
influences ~ 

9. 'Vhat do the Scriptures favor 1- What assur­
ance did Christ give his disciples at the moment of hi!':!; 
ascension r Rereat his language. What does the 
word "heaven' mean in this passage! What did 
the Redeemer assert he should possess in that state! 
Does n.ot the· declamtion that he shall possess, such 
power there show that he will exercise· it ~ For what 
other reason could he have mMe such an assertion 1 
What is the language quoted from Ephesians1 What 
is the meaning of the phrase" ascended up far above 
all heavens "! What is to be understood by the Greek 
wOl·d "plerose," translated" fill "1 What does this 
passage imply 1 Through what, and to what, was 
J eaus commissioned to conduct all souls 1- What· is 
the language of St, Paul, quoted from Colossians! 
What work is here evidently a8serte~ 1 Do the words 
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"an things," in this and similar passages, signify all 
intelligent spirits 1 What other" things" are capable 
of reconciliation or unreconciliation 1 What is to 
be understood by "things in earth, or things in 
heaven"1 What mnst the work referred to necessarily 
be 1 'What will Christ continue to do, ouhis mediatorial 

• throne 1 How long wi~l he reign over the spirits of 
men! In what lcondition will his work then be 1 
What' will he then do! What will God become 1 
Must not every Christian heart rejoice in the belief of 
such a termination of the reign of Christ 1 

8 
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:PART THIRD. 
OF MAN. 

LESSON IX. 

rus ORIGIN - NATURE - RESPONSIBILITY. 

1. MAN is the creature of God. It is only by 
the pleasure, and through th.e wonder-working 
power, of the Almighty, that he receives the mar­
vellous gift of life. His body is formed of (the 
dust, or substances of the ea.tth. It is dependent 
-on the productions of the soil for the sustenance 
necessary to support and prolong life. When, by 
reason of disease, or the necessary decay of age, 
life departs, the b~dy returns to the earth, and 
mingles again' with the natural elements from 

which it originated . 

• 

. 2. Had 'man been endowed with nothing more 
than a body, with its appetites and instincts, he 
would be simply a graceful, and cunning brute .. 
Like a brute, he would live only to gratify gross 
propensities; and, like "a brute, he would die- and\ 
sink into oblivitfn, Bllt the borLy of man is inhab.-' 
ited by an intelligent spir~t, or soul, by which all 
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its emotions and movements are, or should be, 
controlled. .The spirit should never be con~ 

founded with the body, as one and the same thing . 
.They are distinct entities or, creations, totally 
different in their origin, the.it natures, and their 
destinies. The spirit dwells in the body for a 
temporary period only, and makes use of the dif .. 
ferent organs ofth~ body to bring into development 
and exercise its own wonderful powers and capaci .. 
ties. It is not the body. that sees, hears, "feels, 
thinks, speaks, but the spirit within. As. the 
mechanic bakes use of his to~ls to give a visible 
construction to the plans formed. in the· mind, so 
the spirit uses the brains, the eyes, the ears, the 
tongue, the nerves, as implements, to make out-

. ward manifestations of its thoughts and impres .. 
sions. 

3. While the body originated in the earth, 
the spirit· came· from God. It is an emanation 
of his own divine essence; and is endowed, to a 
high· degree, with his wonderful and adorable 
qualities. The manner in which the spirit unites 
with the body, and becomes so blended with its • 
various organs as to make them the instruments 
to do its bidding, is unknown to us. While the 
method of the unily is not understood] the fact is 
self-evident. The union, ·however, ·is of but tem· 
porary duration. The'sp'irit can exist independent. 
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of this body of flesh and blood. When the body, 
by sickness or decay, becomes unfitted as a resi: 
dence for the soul, death ensues, and a separation 
takes place. Each seeks the source of its origin. 
The body crumbles to the dust from whence it 
came; the spirit returns to God who gave it. 
Eccl. xii. 7. Not that the spirit thenceforth re~ 
mains in a disembodied state, On leaving its 
present tabernacle, at death, the Creator clothes 
it with another body, more capable ,of developing 
its wonderful capacities to their full extent, and 
better fitted to the high scenes of existence it is 
destined to inhabit. 

4. Man, was created in the image of God. 
Gen. i. 27. This H image" should be sought 
for) not in the human body, its form, or powers, 
bu.t in the spirit and its amazing qualities. The 
" image" of God signifies the likeness of Go~. 
As the artist lJaiots a miniature from the fun~ 
sized original, so the soul of man is a copy of the 
glorious lineaments of God's own spirit, ~ifff~ring 
only in a less degree of perfection. The reli~ 

. gious, moral, and intellectual capacities of the soul, 
constitute the image, or likeness of God, in which 
man Was created. These form the tie which 
unites the human family in bl'otherhooq wIth 
angels and higher grades of being - these the 
.link which -connects the 'Creator and his_ intelli .. 
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gent creatures 'together in "indissoluble and eternal 
bonds as Father and children. Although man is 
the ofIspring of the Creator by a natural tie which 
nothing can sever, yet, in the rignt exercise 
of his high capacities, he becomes an imitatQ1' of 
God, and thus, in a still more intimate and worthy 
sense, is his child. Such should be understood 
as the meaning of those passages of Scripture 
which speak of ol1r becoming the children ,of God, 
by obedience. Matt. v. 43-45. 

5. In the propel' exercise of the divine endow .. 
ments which constitute the soul, rational creatures 
find their highest and purest enjoyments. _ Pleas­
ures derived from the gratific.ation of bodily pas­
sions and appetites are fleeting and unsatisfa~tory, 
and often degenerate into those brutal excesses 
which are- the prolific source of much of. the 
wretghedness that afflicts humanity. The hap .. 
piness which flows from the cultivation of the 
godlike quali'ties of the soul is delicious, solid 
and endllring. Like crystal springs, hidden in 
tl;w deep bosom of the mountain, far removed 
alike from the frosts of winter and the droughts 
of summer, these elevated capaciDies, faithfully 
exercised, are a fountain of living waters, which 
send forth pure and perennial streams of ;pleasure, 
unaffected by the vicissitudes of fortune and the 
mutations of life. • 

8* 
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6. As he comes from th{;! hands of his Creator, 
at birth, man is pure and innocent. There is 'no 
taint of depravity connected with him; no seeds 
of sin rest in his soul; no desires for evil rankle 
in his 4eart; no unhallowed passions poison his 
body. Wickedness of disposition and vicious pro ... 
pensities are contaminations contracted in after 
years by the assaults of temptatioll1 and the firs-t 
crude attempts at an exercise 'of that moral free­
dom which ultimately will become the source of 
the highest merit and happiness of rational crea .. 
tUfes. The purity of the infant is attested by all 
unbiased and enlightened observation. A due 
degree of respect for the character of a holy God 
leads to the belief tha t he WOll Id not usher a soul 
into existence contaminated with sin and evil. 
The Redeemer thrmvs the weight of his testimony 
in behalf of the innocency of childhood. He de .. 
clared his kingdom, to be composed of those who 
resembled" httle children)) in purity of heart.C) 
He taught also, that without becoming as a little 
child -that is, In uprightness of intentions and 
innocency of soul-it was impossible to enter 
the kingdom of heaven.C) 

7. MaI:11dnd have been endowed -by their 
Maker with moral agency or freedom. The 

(2) Matt. xviii. 3 .. 
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power, the privilege of sel(..cofttrol,. of governing 
their own movements and forming and 'ex~cuting 
their own plans - of choosing between good and 
evil, between obedience and disobedience of the 
laws of God-has been bestowed on every human 
being. However men may reason metaphysically 
on this subj~ct, they all possess an inward con .. 
viction of having such a power,- and act upon It 

" in their proceedings during every,hour of con .. 
scious existence. 

S. It is not to be supposed this freedom is 
unlimited. From the nature and capacities of 
man, it mllst necessarily be restrict~d to a com­
pass measured by his ability and his sphere of 
action. He is free to will an y and all things he 
pleases; but he can execute his, will only to the 
extent that he is able to control the circumstances 
and iniiuences by w-hich he is sllfrounded. 'Vith-' 
in certain limits, his freedom is a practical power, 
which he constantly exercises. Beyond these 
bounds he has neither liberty nor ability to go. 
H~nce man's agency cannot conflict with God's 
sovereignty, or with any purposes the Creator may 
have formed with re;pect to the career, the pro~ 
gress or the -condition, 9f those upon whom this 
agency has been bestowed. Jehovah is the lawful 
Ruler of the Universe. He is abundantly able to 
accomplish his purposes throughout all his domin-. , 
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io~s, both in the natural and spiritual worlds. 
H He doeth his will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth j and none 
can stay his hand, or say unto him t what doest 
thou 1 "(') He has willed that all men shaH be 
saved, and come to a knowledge of the truth. e) 
The agency of those thus to be saved cannot, 
even if they would have it, conflict with the will 
of God. It is through the exercise -of their agen· 

."fy, uhder the enlightening instructions and divine 
influences of the gospel, that he ultimately accom· 
pUshes his own will ill their salvation. It is in 
the fulfilment of such a work, in such a manner, 
that God will manifest, through the reign of 
Christ, his infinite wisdom anel his highest glory. 

9. Man's accountability rests solely on his 
moral freedom. . He can be heid responsible for 
his actions, only to the degree that he is at liberty 
to select his own course .. If he is not free to 
choose good or evil, right 'or wrong, but acts con~ 
tinually under influences he cannot control, then 
he can neither be praised nor blamed for his pro~ 

.ceedings. Whatever gqod he does, would merit 
no reward; whatever sin he commits, would de~ 
sE}l've no punishment. h~deed, he would be totally 
incapable of merit or demerit. But, having·the. 

(1),Dan.·iv.35. (2) 1 Tim. ii. 4 .• 
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. gift of moral freedom - the power to act as he 
pleases, at least to a good degree-he is justly held 
responsible for the manner in which he exercises 
it. For all his good de.eds, he is entitled to praise 
and reward i and, for his evil acts, he equitably 
receives censure and punishment. Having the 
powe.l' to commit sin, if he practises righteous .. 
ness he is deserving of reward. Possessing the 
opportunity and ability to lead a life of virtue and 
goodness, if he wilfully desecrates his powers tOe 
purposes of evil, he justly merits chastisement. 

10. The framework of all government, both 
human and Divine, is construct~d on the principle 
that man possesses freedom of action. If he does 
not, to an extent involving responsibility, then all 
censures for ·wrong have been idle and groundless. 
and all punishments for guilt, have been sheer 
acts of tyranny in those who have inflicted them. 
Moreover, the ·whole Bible is addressed to man, 
on the principle that he possesses moral freedom. 
In all its admonitions, exhortations, counsels and 
pre~epts - in all its promises of reward for obe­
dience and threatenings· of punishment for disobe .. 
dlence·- it ·assumes that rational beings have been 
endowed with freedom of action, and hence are 
accountable to their Creator for their deeds. 

11. The subjection of man to the imperfec­
tions, temptations, and trials of this life, was not 
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the choice of the creature, but the act of the 
·Creator. Rom. viii. 20. Nor did he thus deter­
mine without a wise and good purpose, having 
in express view the benefit of man. Constituted 
as we are, exercise, discipline and trials, are neces­
sary to the development of OUl' highest and best 
capacities. How could benevolence and sympathy 
be manifested --'- how could offices of kindness 
and charity be shown - how could forbearance, 

• forgiveness and long-suffering, be exhibited, or 
patience, humility, resignation, be displayed, if we 
had not been exposed to the cares, the labors, the 
temptations, the trials, afflictions, and pains, which 
beset us on earth 1 These beautiful traits would 
all have remained unfolded in the human soul, 
had they not been called into activity by the 
vicissitudes of such ~ world as this. It has all been 
ordered by a wise ~rovidence. The imperfections 
to which we are subjected in the present exist. 
ence operate as a healthful dis~ipline to develop 
the best qualities of the heart, and- prepare us to 
appr~ciate in an exalted degree, and enjoy with 
a keen relish, the blessings which a:higher world 
will bestow upon us, 

... 
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QUESTIONS ON LESSON IX. 

1. Of whom is man the creature ~ How does he 
receive the gift of life '! Of what is his body composed 1 
On what is it dependent for sustenance ~ When life 
i1eparts, what becomes of the body ~ " 

2. Had man -been endowed with nothing but a 
body, with its instincts, what"would he have been! 
How would he have lived and died 1" vVith what is 
man's body inhabited ~ What is the _office of the 
spirit 1 With ,Yihat should the spirit never be con­
founded 1 A.re the soul and body distinct creations 1 
How do- they differ ~ Where does the spirit dwe1l1 

,How long1 For what does it make use ()f the bodily 
organs 1 Docs the body see, hear, feel, etc.!- What 
does 1 For what pu-rpose does the mechanic use his 
t()ols 1 What use does the soul make of the brains, 
eyes, etc. ! 

3. Fl'om whence did the spirit of man come 1. Of 
what is it an emanation 1 With what is it endowed 1 
What is said of the manner in which the spirit unites 
with the body~" "What of the method and the factl 
How long does this union continue 1 Can the spirit 
exist independent of the body~ When does a separa­
tion take place between spirit and body! What does 
each seek 1 Where does the body go"l Where the spirit 1 
Repeat the p(lssage in Ecclesiastes. Does the spirit 
remain afterwUl"ds in a disembodied state! With what 
is it clothed after death 1 What is the nature of the 
body1 

4. In what was man created 1 Repeat the passage 
in Genesis, In what should this image be sought 1 
What does "the " image of God" signify 1" How does the 
artist paint a miniature ~ Of what is man's soul a 
copy 1 How does it differ from God's spirit! What 
capacities constitute God's image1 What tie do they 
form ~ What link 1 How is man the offspring ofthe 
Creator! Can anything sever that tie! How does he 
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• 
become the child of God, in a more intimate and wor­
thy sense 1 How should those Scripture passages be 
nndel'stood which speak of our becoming the children 
of God 1 Repeat the passage in Matthew. 

5. How do rational creatures find their highest and 
purest enjoyments 1 "Vhat is the nature of pleasures 
derived from bodily gratifications 1 Into ,what do they 
often degenerate't Of what are these excesses the 
source 1 What is the uature of happiness which flows 
from the cultivation of the qualities of the soul'!.. How 
is it with springs hidden in the bosom of the moun­
tain 1 What become a fountain of living waters 1 . 
What do they send forth 1 .-' 

6. In, what condition is man, as he comes from the· 
hands of his Creatod Of what is there no taint con~ 
neeted with him 1 What is said of sin, desires for 
evil, and unhallowed passions1 When, and how, are 
wicked dispositions and viciolls propensities conil'aeted 1 
What is said of moral freedom 1 'By what is the purity 
of the infant attested 1 ,To what l:ielief should respect 
for the character of God lead us 1 In behalf of what 
does the Redeemer ~hrow the weight of his te_stimony.1 
Of whom did he declare his kingdom to be composed 1 
Without what did he say it was impossible to enter 
the kiogdom of God 1 

7. With what have mankiLld become endowed ~ 
What power has been bestowed on every human be­
ing 1 Do men sometimes reason diffro:ently on meta­
physical principles 1 Yet what inward conviction do 
they possess'! And how do they act1 

8. Is man~s freedom unlimited ~" To what. com­
pass must it necessarily be restricted 1 What is he 
free to will1 How far can he execute his will ~ 
What is his freedom, within certain limits 1 What, 
beyond these·limits1 Can :man's agency conflict with 
God's sovereignty1 Or with his purposes towards 
those on whom he has bestowed agency 1 What is 
Jehovah't What is he able to accomplish 1 Repeat~ 
the passage from Daniel. 'Vhat has h~ willed 1 
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Where is this passage found ~ Repeat it. Would 
men .knowingly allow their agency to frustrate this 
will of God 1 If they would; can they thll'S frustrate. 
God's will, through their agency 1 Wauld the Creator 
bestow such ability (In any ,~e.ing.~ How wi1l God 
ultimately accomplish' his ""PI' in the salvation of all 
men 1 How will he manifest his infinite wisdom and 
highest glory 1 ' 

9. On what does man's accouniability re8t1 ~n 
what'degree cali he he held responsible for his actions 1 
In· what condition C9uld he, neither be praised nor 

. blam~.d 1, : -y\r auld he merit any reward for good deeds! . 
Or" deserve punishment for sin! Of what would he be' . 
ineapa;ble 1- What responsibility grows out of the gift . 
of moral" freedom ~ To what is he entitled for' his 
gOodness ~ To what for his evil acts 1 When is he 
d'E!serving reward l' When does he merit chastise~ 
ment~ 

10., On what is the frame-work of human and 
Divine governments constl'uc-ced1 Ifman does not-pos~ 
sess'moral :freedom, then what follows ~ On what 
principle ie the Bible addressed ,to' rna!! ~- What does. 
it aasu~e, in its admonitions, its promises of reward, 
an'd i~·thteateitings of punishment1 . 

-11. Was the subjection of man to the impBrfections 
of this life his own choice1 Whose act waS it! ReM 
peat tb.e passage iIi Romans. What did God have in' 
VIew, in this' subjection 1 What a.r~ nece'ssary to -the 
development of our best capacities ~ If we had not 
been· subjected to the trials and temptations of this life, 
"irhat traits' 'of character would have been undeveloped ~' 
Where would they have remained! How do the 
i;mperfections and, mutations of the present existence 
operate 1 What will they prepare us to appreciate! 

9 
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LESSON X. 

MAN'S DUTIES. 

1. MAN is not "an isolated being - he stands 
not alone. On the one hand, he is related to 
God, to Christ, and to angels. On" the other, he 
is connected with t.he vast race of humanity, by 
the -intimate and "indissoluble bond of brotherhood. 
These ties, on either hand, confer the highest 
benefits upon him. It is through them that he 
receives ability and aid to prosecute the plans 
and purposes of life. It is through them, too, 
that he obtains aU" the enjoyments which make 
existence a blessing. Were it not for the assist~ 
anee derived from these sources., he would soon 
perish. 

2. From the relationship man thus holds to 
other beings, an~ the advantages flowing from it, 
there grow out certain duties and obligations 
which he is ~ound to fulfil in return. This fact -
rests on the simple principle of "equity. He Wh9 
receives ~ympathy, assistance, favors,.is under a 
moral obligation, as a plain matter of justice, to 
make some corresponding return. This is a clear 
duty. Man receives from God, his existence, his 
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capacities, his health, food, raiment, shelter, and 
the advantages and enjoyments of religion, 
morality and science. The receiving and partak. 
ing of these blessings make it his duty, in return, 
to venerate the name of his Creator- to yield 
unto him the adoration- and love of the heart, the 
homage and worship of the soul- to render 
obedience to all his laws, commandments and 
admonitions - and to be a faithful, diligent, and 
cheerful subject of his moral government. Who­
ever fail of doing this - whoever neglect the war." 
ship of the Most High - whoever mingle the 
sacred name of God with prqfane oallis, impre­
cations and vUlgarity - whoever neglect and 
trample upon the precepts and requirements of 
the great and good Being to whom they owe so 
much - are guilty of the deepest ingratitude, 
and· become justly ft1e subjects of censure and 
chastisement. . '" 

3. From his fel1ow~creatures man -receives 
sy~pathy, assistance, cooperation, in an his ·pur­
suits - the advantages of business ~ransactions-~ 

• the benefits which flow from the prosecution of the 
various branches of industry in society- the bless" 
ings of the many useful human institutions which 
abound-and the protection of just and salutary 
laws, which insurl! to him" life, liberty, and· the' 
pursuit of happiness." These advantages:are of· 
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:incalqula~le )!llll!~;. ·He is bound, therefore, by 
,~very: opligatiQl71 ,and, sense of duty that min inflitw 
.ence a r:nora1 being, to yield society some. ,worthy 
,~etur~ for.the fayors it thus bestows upon ·hini. 
·This return 'he can rnake,-L 'By -rendering 
,che~rful obedience to all just and 'salutaryJ'aws, 
ancl, lenqing his influence to their suppor,t - 2. By 
Fseeki~g ;to be an obedient \ud useful member 
of ,sqciety, j b.eing friendly, ,obliging, and: .benevo io 

le~t,"7'-~' By striving to promote :pea~e and .good 
wi~l between 1l)art and man - 4. By aiding in 'aU 
l'e~ormations alld i~proyements that ten'd'to _pro .. 
/!lote the welfare of community -5. By laboring 
~o ex.tendto every .human· being the blessings of 
liberty, equality, and the enjoyment of their in­
!,lienable. rights - 6 .. And, in fine, by making 
~t. ~~ .. great object of life to countenance and 
.. dvance .whatever tends to p.uTifY, enlighteri and 

. elevate ~ciety, and secure the happiness of the 
wQrld. , 

4, 'rhese duties, both to God and fellow-beings; 
are all summed up, by the Saviour, in two corn-

o ' • • 

mandmenls. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God, with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,.and 
with aU thy mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And ·the second, is, like unto' .it. 
Thoushalt Jove thy neighbof as ,thyself; . On 
these .. two eommandments hang, aU.tlie . law and 



j 
I 

MAN'S DUTIES. 103 

the prophet,."C) They who thus love God 
supremely, and their neighbors or fellow.creatures 
as themselves, will be moved by this love to fulfil 
every obligation and discharge eyery duty resting 
on them as moral and accountable beings. The 
requirement, "love thy neighbor as thyself," 
should not be so consh'ued as to forbirl its fulfil­
ment. In the sense jn which Jesus would be 
understood, the commandment can be complied 
with. Ita spirit'is the same as another injunction 
he has laid upon us. " All things whatsoever- ye 
would that men should do to YOll, do ye even so 
them; for this is the l~w and the prophets."C) 
Our love for ourselves makes us desire that aU 
others should manifest friendship, kindness, hon~ 
Bsty and truthfulness, in their intercourse and 
dealings. with us. We should have a love 'for 
others that will lead us to practise on the same 
principles in all transactions with them.. What· 
ever the spirit, whatever the course of' conduct, 
love for ourselves leads us to wish our neighbors 
to exhibit towards us, we should be willing al· 
Ways to practIse in retilrn towards them. This 
would be showing a love for them as for ou.r­
selves. And this is the spirit of Christ's com .. 
mandment. 

(1) Matt. xxii, 37·-40. (2) Matt. vii. 12. 

9* 
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5; In 'an enumeration of tlie duties 'which 
devolve upon'us in our relationship to God and"our 
fellow-beings, there are certain ones which are 
fundamental and indispensable. Among these 
may be mentioned Honesty in all business trans­
actions. Each man owes it to his Creator, to 
society, and himself, to deal fairly and honorably 
with his neighbors in all the affairs of·life.- He 
who is dishonest sins not only against God and 
the good of others, but against his owh prosperity 
and happiness. One dishonest act excites a -desire 
to another; and he continues to venture r-dither 
and further into deceit~'until at length he is'sus· 
pected, detected and exposed. When once an' 
jndividual is suspected of dishonesty, it tends to 
en~oui'a.ge others to retaliate upon him,.and defraud 
him in return. Ana. when, at length, full detec~ 
tion ensues, as it willI sooner or later, then his 
reputation is blasted, all confidence in him is 
withdrawn -every person will seek to have as few 
transactions wHh him as possible - his business 
is destroyed - he is shunned by the virtuous and 
good·- and he becomes a. despised and an: 
unha.ppy man. This is the punishment God has· 
afl'uodto disho~esty. 

6. Those who are scrupulo.usly fair. and equi~ 
table in their "dealings, and who despise to take 
ad vantage, or to defraud; how~ver' favomble an 
opportunity 'may seem to oifer, ate. truly wise. 
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They;cannot fail :to 'reap good fruit, in such';a 
',courSe. They obtain· the confidence of an who 
',are acquainted withthem.,and'secure ·tbeil·pattOn­
·age· in 'business matters. "Like. begetS likti." 
',A:.ins·u;who ·deals ,fairly with others most' ·eer .. 
. tainly' obtains fairn~ss' 'iri their transactions with 
'hhn. Thus he"secures :ptosperity without diffi. 
culty. Or, if misfortune overtakes him, -he';'is 
surrou.nded by hosts of friends, who still grant 
him their 'co!lfiden~e, and chee:rf!llly·render him 
any assistance. n~cessary to, enable ,him "to D.ver· 

:,coJI"!.,e his difficulties, and start anew. 'These,:,8I'e 
the, rewards a wise Providence sends on the hQI)." 
est and good. 

7. IndWitry is also an indispensable duty. 
Man wa~ made for activity; Every joint, and 
sinew, and muscle, indicates this fact. Industry 
is but a propel' exercise of the powers of body 
and'mind, i.n some honorable and useful employ. 
ment. It is all-essential 10 health; developing, 
as it does, the various organs of the system,. into 
a vigorous growth and strength,.and enabling .them 
'to impart their highest benefits_ Industry is also 
.one of the first essentials to prosperity in the pur .. 
suits of life. With the-habits all right, an .assid­
uous and faithful application to business will rarely 
"fail of leading tD ultimate success~ These,. are 
.the certain rewai'ds .of the industrious mali. IdlE!· 
ne.s is the bane of hUU>an hapJiines.. II fiJla 
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the body with the seeds of lingering and pain­
ful diseases, and leads to premature death. It 
clogs. the wheels of enterprise - blocks up the 
'road. to prosperity - nullifies every element of 
success-:-and engulfs its ·victims in obscurity 
and poverty. These effects are the well-mer­
ited punishments a just God brings on the idle 
man. 

QUESTIONS ON LESSON X, . 

1. Is man . an isolated.· being 1 To whom is he 
related, on the one hand 1 To whom, on the other! 
By what bond 1 What do these "(ies confer upon 
him 1 Wha.t does he receive through them 1 What 
would be his condition were it not for their assist­
ance 1 

2. What grow out of the relationship man holds to 
other .beings 1 What is 'he bound to do in regard to 
these duties and obligations ~ On what does this fact 
rest'1 Wll.at kind of obligation does the receiving of 
favors lay us under 1 Is this a cle~r duty! What 
does man receive from God ~ What return does the 
reCeiving of these blessings demand 1 Of what are 
those guilty who fail to make this return 1 Can those 
be properly grateful to God whQ neglect to worship 
him j who mingle his sacred name with .profane oaths, 
and trample on his precepts 1 

3. What does man receive from his fellow 
creatures l' What is the worth of these advantages 1 
'What is he bound to yield society in return! \Vhat is 
the first manner in which he can make this return 1 
What the second manner 1 What the third 1 The 
fourth 1 The fifth! The sixth ~ 

4: How are these duties summed up by ~h~ Saviour·1 
:\fhat is the first of these commandments 1 What .the 

.. 



MAN'S DUnES. 

second ~ What hang on these two commandmentS 1 
Are we to understand by - H all the law and the 
prophets," all the dnties which God has enjoined on 
man 1 What will those do who thu!iI -love God and 
their neii:fhbors 1 How should th~ requirement, " love 
thy neighbor as thyself,"'_not be construed ~ Can this 
comma~dment be complied with ~ Is its -meaning the 
same in spiI;\t ~_ano~er .injunction of'(~~hl;'i_8t'S ~ What 
is that other 'injunction 1 What does love for ourselves 
make us desire 1 What kind of love should WI;) hav:e for 

:others ~ What should we be willing to pradti~e towar4s 
,our neighbors 1 What wouM this be showing 1: (i)f 
~wh,at:is this the spiri,t1 " .:' !, . .,;, 

5._ ,What is &aid in' relation to an I3numer,ation 
·of. our duties',1 " What is the first dutY 'mentioned',! 
What does each man owe to his Creator, society,alid 
hhnseln Wht do those sin against who are ,disbofl;8etJ 

"What does 'one dishonest aet excite! 'What J:oes i 
11'e 

venture further into 1 What is, at length, the reBu1t'~ 
What is the effect when an individual is suspoo_ood, :of 
dishnnesty1 What is the.lconsequence when d~~lftiOJl 
·enSues 1 Does detection always, sooner or later~ cOIneJ 
,Whatds this unha.ppy result ~ i_! 

6. ,"Vho, are truly wise~ What'cannot they fuil·tp 
're",p 1 "What do ,they _ obtain t What does like 
'beget ~ _~,What is the meaning of this saying 1 What 
dO~_,the ]11.&1 obtain who deals fairly, with _a.nothetil 
'What does' he thus secure ~ If misfortune o~'1l,'tak~ 
'him, what·will be his condition 1 What are th.e~e 
:consequenees! 
'.7.'. What is anotJ;l:el' indiepensable duty 1· ;&01' 
what was man made~ What indicates t!J.is.'£aQtJ 
What is industry1 To what is it essential ~ What 
does it ievclop 1 What is, one of the first esSentials 
.to pl'O!3petity1 To what will faithful applic[!.tion .to 
business lead ~ ·But m_ust the habits of all be right! 
~What- is idleness 1 What- does it -do -1 "What does' it 
clog,1,: What dO!3~ it :bl~k up1 WhoM! dOj;ls :iti n~nify" 
In what does"it 'engulf ita victims! What are these 
effects 1 
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LESSON XI. 

MAN'S DUTIES. - (CONTINUED.) 

1. ANO'l'HER essential duty i~ found in Frytgalitll. 
It is quite as necessary to save as it is to earn. 
Indeed, without frugality, to husband and pre_ 
serve, industry is of comparatively little avail. 
However active and industrious a man may he, 
uriless he takes care of what he earns, his labor 
will, to a good degree, be in vain. Needless 
expenditure, the thoughtless squandering of means, 
however honestly earned, in,useleE!s gratifications, 
in pampering the appetites, or indulging in hurt· 
fu] amusements, in useless displays and absurd 
extravagance of any~ description, is a folly which 
decidedly indicates a weak and vitiated mina. 
No expenditures should be made, except for such 
things as will be of real service - such as will 
confer substantial benefit on ourselves or others. 
In oider that the Virtues may be enabled to bestow 
their highest advantages upon us, they must be 
practised in conjunction. Industry, frugality, or 
economy, practised, either of tnem, alone,~can be 
of small advantage. But uriite them - in4ustfy 
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to acquire, frugality to preserve, economy t.qc gov­
ern expenditures - and more than a three-fold 
benefit shall flow iherefrom. 

2.- Frugality is neither selfishness nor mean­
ness. A frllgal, economical man, need not b~ a 
niggard or a miser. He can he generous and 
benevolent, and still exercise frugality in taking' 
care of his income. A strict economy, when 
exercised aright, is' one of the most useful and 
worthy virtues. But when carrie"d to such an 
e-xtreme' as to close the ears to- the appeals of mis-" 
fortune, want, distress, or to destroy all willing .. : 
ness to contribute to the forwarding of movements 
having for their object the upbuilding of the pub. 
lic good, it ceases to be economy. -and degenerates 
to miserly selfishness-a disposition the most­
dishonorable and wicked. The golden medium 

. is the true point at which to aim, viz., frugalitY 
to preserve with all due care, and a generous 
spirit- to give freely when appealed to by distress, 
or called' upon. to promote the welfare of society 
at large. The nearer we -approach this standard 
of perfection, the wiser and happier we become. 

'3. Amongthe duties devolving on man, one of 
the most important is Temperance. The evils 
arising from intemperance are so manifest that 
no one' will deny them; and of a magnitude -s<) 
appalling that the most vivid imagination caimot 
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describe ihem, The direful. effeots of intemper­
a;nce are l,1ot concealed from public observation, as 
in the case of some oth~r vices. They are writ­
ten. on the outer surface of things-- on'the-bodies, 
the countenances, of its victims, and on all their 
,affairs. This evil blights the whole man" body 
a,l)d; soul, and casts its mil~ew on --everything 
connected with him. However, an individual, 
may have been adorned by all ihe graces which 
elevate humanity, let him fall into intemperarrce, 
and it will work a total change in his entire 'dis .. 
position and character. It will dry up every good 
quality in his heart, and speedily drag him down 
mdegradation and ruin. The. hilarity of the 
inebriate is but the frenzy of a madman. It 
will burQ. brightlyfqr a few brief-moments, and. 
then. suddenly go out in blackn¢ss, leaving its 
victim a -prey to a desolation, and horror inde­
scribable. The pathway of the drunkard is filled 
with darkness .and ten:or, and terminates in a 
death the most awful that can agonu;e~hum.a!1ity. 
S.ucl~ is the punishment God brings, ~pon those 
who violate the wise and Wholesome" law of 

. '. 
sobriety. 

4. The,only safety to be .found from the evils 
of intemperapce, is -in total abstinence f110m all· 
that can possibly intoxicate. _The), who driok. at 
all.of the in~b.ril.lting cqp, as a beverage,. however-
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seldom or sparingly, place their feet directly in 
the only path that can lead to confirmed. intem~ 
peranee. Avoid it entirely -let not the :firSt 
glass,' the first drop, pass the lips. So -long as 
this rule is lived up to, all is safety and hope. 
-Let it be broken, on any occasion, or on any pre~ 
text, and a future, dark and dismal with unutter~ 
able wretchedness, presents itself immediately to 
view. 

5. There are few duties devolving on man Of 
a more important nature than a proper observance 
of the Sabbath day. 'fhe l:equirement of 'God, 
that such a day should be observed, originated in' 
a thorough knowledge of 'human nature, its capac· 
itles and wants. It is essential to the health of 
the body. Constant, unremitting labor and toil­
ceaseless' anxiety, -day after day, without interrup­
tion, in regard to the business affairs of life­
exert an influence highly deleterious, and which 
will destroy health, and lead to an early death. 
The body, the mind, must have relaxation from 
toil and care, in addition to the hours of oblivion 
passed in sleep. They must be allowed stated 
periods of conscious rest, of quiEl't and peaceful 
repose, that their energies may gather new 
strength and -elasticity, to go out agarn to the 
struggles of the world. A wise Providenc'e has 
made provision for this want, in the institution 

10 
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of the Sabbath. Its observance has been made 
obligatory upon us for our own benefit. Thi. 
re-quirement exerts a most healthful and exalting, 
influence upon individuals and communities who 
~omply with its injunction. Peace, hurri1ony, 
intelligence, virtue, religion, and a salutary public 
morality, prevail to the highest degree, where the 
Sabbath is the most generally respected and 
observed. But in those communities where it is 
neglected and violated by the great mass of the 
people, or made a day of mere recreation and 
amusement, vice, immorality and licentiousness 

• of every description, exist to the widest extent, 
and inflict their direst evils on society. : A habit­
ual 'aisrespect of the Sabbath, naturally, and almost 
necessarily, leads. fa a weakening of moral 
r~straints, and" results, in due time, in the indul .. 
gence of the worst'species of iniquity. 

6. Intimately connected with the observance 
of the Sabbath, is the duty of the public worship 
of God. This is the most important and sacred 
obligation resting on intelligent and moral beings. 
The Creator calls upon -us, through his revealed 
word, to worship him in public observan~es. Ps. 
c. 1-5. As obedient subjects of a wise, watch­
fuLand beneficent Ruler -as dutiful children ofa 
provident and loving Parent - we are bound to 
yield obedience to this requirement. This obli-

, 
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gation IS binding "on the simple ground ofgmti.;. 
tude. From the heavenly Father we have 
received the boon of life, and the high endow~ 
ments of soul which elevate us above the brute 
races. From him cometh protection, health, 
strength, our capabilities, privileges and blessiu"gs. 
Creatures thus indebted for aU they possess and 
enjoy are_ bound, by every consideration that can 
move the human heart aright, to engage in acts 
of public worship, in prayer and praise to this 
bountiful Giver of all good. He enjoins it, "as 
some return for his mercies. 

7. The influence of public worship on those"' 
~ngaged in it is highly salutary. It diverts th~ 

attention from the irritating cares and the sordid. 
PUrsUIts of life; it turns the thoughts from the dust, 
the turmoil and strifes, of the business world, and 
elevates them to a higher sphere,. and a serener 
atmosphere. It lifts the soul upto a contemplaa 
tion of Gol and divine things -excite's within it 
an admiration of the beneficent and holy princi. 
pIes which govern the Creator in all his works 
and. vlays, and makes impressions on the heart 
of the'"most pudfyingand beneficial description. 

S. It is true, God can be worshipped sincerely 
in private. But how many woul~ worship him 
at all; how many woUld listen to a pmyer, or 
themselves breathe a petition to their Milker, or 
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u,tter a word of thankSgiving; how many would. 
adore· him in anthems of praise; if public worship 
should be abolished? In respect to a large class, 
eve!) in the niost religious and enlightened com ... 
munities, the question lies between public war," 
ship and no worship. It is in this view, as well 
as in IU~ny others, that the well-wisher of man 
sees the utility of public assemblages for divi'oo 
plaise. There is no individual, whatever his 
moral condition, who can listen to the services 
proper to the house of God, without experiencing 
.,alutary influences, that will make him a better 
man and a_more useful citizen. 

9. It is unquestionably the duty of every indi~ 
yi~ual to attend public worship, when the opportu .. 
nity for choice is p~sented, at the place where the 
~entiments he approbates are proclaimed. Each 
man owes as much as this, at least, to what he 
believes to be the truth. Those who neglect this 
duty - who, when a preference is practicable, 
yi~ld their countenance and support to doctrines 
they view as erroneous - sin against God, against 
light, against truth. But where no OPPol'tunity:' 
for c~loice offers, and but one place of public wor~ 
ship can be reached j it is th~ duty of all who 
respect their Maker, and would obey his require­
ments" to ,mingle there with those who are prais .. 
ing God.. It. i. betler to worship the Creator 
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. where more or less error is proclaimed, than no~ 
to praise him at all. 

10. Nor should our vows be paid to God in 
public only. In the family circle, prayer Rnd 
praise should be rendered to Him who is the gm_ 
cious Fountain from whence all blessings flow. 
In every household an altar of praise should be 
erected, around which the members'thereof should' 
draw, at some stated periods, to unite their 'voices 
and hearts in thanksgivings to their Father in . 
heaven. And in the privacy of the closet, when 
we seek, on our couch, the refreshing influences 
of gentle sleep, the secret prayer should ascend to 
Go~ in. gratitude for mercies already bestowed, 

"and to invoke his kind care and protection. 

QUES'mlNS ON LESSON XI. 

1. W'hat is another essential duty1 What is 38' 

necessary as it is to earn 1 When is industry of little 
avail 1 Under what circumstances will a man's labor 
be in vain 1 What indicates a weak and vitiated 
mind 1 For what should expenditures be made! How 
must, the virtues be practised, to bestow their highest 
advantages ~ What is said of practising either indus­
try, frugality or economy, alone! What is the effect 
of uniting them 1. 

2. What is frugality not! What need not a fru­
gal man be! How can he be generous and benevo-­
lent 1 What is one of the most useful virtues 1 When 
does it ceaaa to be economy! To what does it degen-

10* 
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e~at~J ,W,hat,k,ind of a disposition is this ~ What is 
the true point at which to aim 1 What is the golden 
medium 1 W hat do we become, the nearer we approach 
this_ standard 1 ~ 
, .1,. What is' one of the most important duties 
devolving on man 1 How manifest are the evils -of 
intemperance 1· Of what magnitude are they 1 Are 
the effects of some vices concealed for a season from 
public observation ~ Is this the case with intemper­
ance 1 Where are its effects written 1 What does 1 

this evil blight 1 On what does it cast its mildew 1 
Will intemIJerauce affeet those whQ are adorned by thia 
graces which elevate humanity 1 What change will 
it- work on such an one ~ What will it dry up 1_ To 
what will it speedily drag him down 1 What is tile 
hilarity. of the inebriate 1 How will it burn 1 What 
will it then do 1 In what condition will it leave its 
victim 1 With what is t1).e pathway'of the drunkard 
fil1~d J In what does it terminate ~ -ill -what light is 
the wretchedness produced by intemperance to, be 
viewed1 . 

4 .. In what is the only safety to be found from the 
evils of intemperance J Who place their feet in the 
only path that can lead ,to intemperance J What 
shonla be avoided entirely'! What is said of the first 
g'lass - the first drop J What will be the eonsequence 
(Jf livi.ng up to this xule ~ Let it be. hroken, and what 
is, presented to view J 

5. What is said of the Sabbath day 1 In what 
did a"od's requirement to observe such a day orig­
inate 1 What effect has its -observance on the 
h9dy J What ia. said of constant toil and ceaseless 
a.nxiety J What will they destroy 1 What must the 
bQdy and mind have ~ What -must they be allowed 1 
For what purpose ~ How has Providence made pro­
vision for this want ~ Ji'or what has an observance of 
th~ Sabbath been made obligatory 1 'What influence 
dO~6 .this requirement exert ~ What pr,evail in th9S_e 
commlllli.tie~,:wh~re. the Sabbath is the most :gen~aUy 
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obsenred ~ What exist iu those communities where 
the Sabbath is the most neglected, or observed only as 
a day of recreation 1 To what does an habitual dIsre­
spect of the Sabbath naturally lead ~ In what does it 
result 1 

6. What is intimately connected with the observ­
ance pf the Sabbath J What is said of public wor­
-ship 1 For what does the Creator call upon us, through 
his word ~ Repeat the passage in Psalms. What 
are we bound ~o do, as obedient subjects and dutiful 
ohildren 1 On 'what ground is this, obligation bind­
ing 1 What have we recel-ved from the heavenly 
Fathet 1 What elevates us above the brute races 1 
What_ cometh from God 1 What are creatures thus 
indebted bound t6 do '! By what are they bound to 
engage in acts of public worship 1 Does he enjoin 
this 1 For what 1 

7. What is the infl.uence of public worship 1 From 
what does it divert the attention ~ }-'rom what does it 
turn the thoughts 1 To what does it elevate the atten­
tion! To what does it lift 'Up the soul! What does 
it excite in the soul 1 What impressions does it make 
on the heart 1 

S. Can God be worshipped sincerely in private ~ 
Are there not many who would not engage in religious 
services at all if public' worship should be abolished ~ 
Between what does the question lie, in :respect to a 
large class 1 What is it the well-wisher of man sees, 
in this view 1 Does it ever make a man worse to 
worship God 1 Would it not greatly advance the hap­
piness of the world, if-all were constantly to attend toe 
public worship of the Creator ~ What influence 
would-it exert on every individual1 In what respect 
would it make him better J Arc vou constant in YO).1l' 
attendance on Divine worship? lfnot, why not 1 Is 
yOUl' apology satisfactory to yourself1 Should you 
not seek to influence athens to attend religious ser­
vices 1 
• 9. ~here is it the duty of every individual to 
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attend- worship! When: is this his duty! To what 
does each man owe as much as this 1 Who and what 
do those sin against who neglect this 1 Is it ma.nly, 
honorable, or right, to yield countenance to doctrines 
you believe to be erroneous 1 Is it proper to support 
them when opportunity offers to support the truth 1 
How would you act, in this case 1 What is youi:'- duty 
when but one pla.ce of worship is within your reach ~ 
Is it not better to worship God where some 8rrori! are 
proclaimed than not at all! 

10. Should our vows be paid to God only in public 1 
What should be rendered in the family circle 1 What 
should be erected in every household 1 When should 
the members draw around this altar ~ What should 
thl3Y there do'1 When allonld the secret pl'aym: ascend 
to God 1 For what 1 

• 
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LESSON XII . 

• ON REPENTANCE. • 

.. ]. THE duty of Repentance is e~oine~ thrQugh. 
out theBcriptures. It is obligatory on all who sin. 
When an individual wilfully violates, the laws of 
God, he falls into a state of mind and heart de .. 
structive of all true happiness. 'It is a condition 
of darkness, hardness! and moral ignorance. The 
soul, in this situation, can no more experience 
pleasure} than the body can be the medium of 
enjoyment while filled with disease. The Father 
of spirits, aware of the wretchedness which "flows 
from sin, instructs us) in the gospel, of its poison­
ous "nature; and, while inflicting a just chastise­
ment for its commission, calls upon us to turn 
from its dangerous paths. When men, under the 
light of" this instruction, and the 'influence of this" 
chastisement, become thoroughly convinced of the " 
evil nature of wickedness, and of the posture of op­
position in which it places them to the government 
of the wisest ~nd best of Beings, their hearts are 
over\.vhelmed with sorrow that they had ever 
become its servants." rrhey abandon it forevert 

and seek for the pleasant. and peaceful ways of 
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righteou,sness and truth. : This abandoning of sin 
and error, is, in the Bible, denommated Repent.. 
ance. 

2. Let it be remembered that genuine repent.. 
ance is not merely a sorrow that our· sins have 
been detected ay,d punished. Nor d,?es it lead to a 
restraint qf vicious -practices1 solely through fear 
of the consequences of an indulgence. ISuch 
sorrow and restraint may be exhibited by those 
whose hearts are full at the love of sin. There 
is no virtue, no merit, in such a frame of mind. 
L~t the fear of punishment be removed from those· 
acting under such influences, or let them believe 
they can transgress without detection, and they 
will unhesitatingly fall into the depths of licen. 
tiousness. True repen.-tance grows Ollt of a detes~ 
tation, an utter. repugnance, of ~in itself -- a 
realization of its opposition to the nature of God 
and his commandments -a se~se of its destruc­
tive effects on human happiness - and of the 
degradation into which it plunges the souL 
Hence the shame, the contrition, t~e sorrow, of 
sincere .penitents, that they have ever given room 
to- so black an evil Though all 'Punishme~t foy. 
sin should be abolished, they would no more 
become guilty of it than they would defile them. 
selves with the most offensive filth of the:earth. 

3. Repentance does not save ft.Qffi punishment. 

J 
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God has indissolubly linked punishmentwith trans­
gression. 'Vhen once sin has been committed, the 
punishment 'justly due must and will be inflicted. 
No possibility of escape has been left open.' II Be 

, sure your sin will find you out. "C) H Though 
hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpun .. 
ished."e) God has ordained that punishment 
should be sure and unfailing, because it is 
demanded by the good of the sinner. It is 
designed to bring him to reflection on -the charac .. 
ter of ~is doings, and to lead him to amendment 
.and reformation. Hence, to save from -punish .. 
ment, would be to the sinner's injury, and not to 
his benefit. 

4. Instead of saving from punishlnent, repent­
ance is in part a fruit of punishment. The 
chastisements inflicted for wickedne~s, together 
with.an understanding of the evil nature of sin, 
and a sense of the goodness of that Being who' 
has forbidden its Indulgence, are the direct causes 
which lead to repentance. Tlie act of true 
repe,ntance is painful in jtself, accompanied, as it 
ever must be, by a sense of shame and regret, in 
view of guilt incurred. This is one of those 
bitter effects of sin which go to make up its 
punishment, 

(1) Num. xxxii. 23" (2) Provo xi. 21 • 
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5. The changewronght by repentance must 
be experienced by every individual who has ever 
committed known and wilful wicked~ess, before 
salvation and happiness CUll be" experienced. In 
no world, in no state of being, can a soul, involved 
in sin, be brought to a participation in the enjoy­
memts of heaven, until it emerges from the love 
and practice of vice, to the pure atmosphere of 
vi-rtue and holiness, through the gate of repent:­
ance. The longer this work is delayed, the more 
difficult will be its accomplishment, and the more 
pai~ful the process. Those who die steeped in 
sin will find the same Great Rule' in operation 
hereafter. A change of worlds works no change 
in the governtn.ent of God. The same require­
ments hold good there as here. The sinful 
soul can find no substantial happiness there, until 
repentance, sorrow, grief, shame, contrition for 
past follies, are experienced, all:d the heart is 
brought to the cherishing of the principles of­
goodness and holiness .. Let none delay,-lluder the 
1ll:istaken delusion that r,entance, in other states 
of being, will be grantetl on terms more fuvorabJe, 
or accot)'lpanied by any less pain and sorrow, thin 
in this life. They only are truly wise, who, having 
fallen into sin, turn from it. immediately by repent­
ance, and forever abandotl it, for principles of 
righteousness. These alone can yield true peace 
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alid joy. Wisest of all are they who commit the 
least sin. They will experience the least of the 
souows of repentance. . 

Q.UESTIONS ON LESSON :X:IL 

1. Where is the duty of repentance enjoined 1 On 
whom is it obligatory 1 Into what do those fall who 
violate the laws of God 1 'What kind of a condition 
is it 1 - What comparison is made of the soul in this 
situation 1 Can a diseased body be the medium of en­
ioyinent 1 Is the soul diseased while involved in sin 1 
Is a diseased soul happy 1 Of what is the Father of 
spirits aware ~ 'Vhat does he instruct us, in the gos­
pel ~ Does he inflict punishment for our sins'~ What, 
at tJle same time, does he call upon us ,to do ~ What 
effect have his instructions and chastisements on the sin­
ful! In what posture does sin place men ~ What 
e£rect does a sense of these things have on their hearts 1 
Of what does the wicked man become the servant ~ 
When convinced of the evil natl1l'8 of sin, how do· men 
EToceed 1 For what do they seek! 'What does the 
Dible denominate repentance 1 

2, What is not repentance 1 Does it restrain from 
vicious practices through fear solely~ By whom may 
such restraint be exhibited 1 What is there not in such a 
frame of mind! In what case would they fall into lieen­
tiousness1 From what does true l'epentance grow 1 
Is sin in opposition to God and his commandments 1 
Wnateffect nas it on human happiness 1 Into what does 
it plunge ~he soul ~ vVhat do sincere penitents feel 1 
'YVhat effect would it have on them, were all punishment 
for sin abolished 1 

3. Does repentance save from punishment 1 With 
what has God linked transgression! When once sin 
has been committed, what follows 1 b there any escape 

11 
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1eft open 1 What 'Passage', is a,.uoted from Numbers1 
What is the meaning of this passage 1 Repeat the 
passage from Proverbs. Gan there be any doubt as to 
the meaning of this passage 1 ~ow do you under~ 
stand' it ~ ·Wb.at has God ordained 1 Why has he thus 
ordained 1 To what is puuishment designed to bring 
the sinner1 To what will it lead him 1 What. then, 
would be the effect of saving from punishment.1 Would 
a wise God thns screen the sinful to t.heir injury1 

4. Of what is repentance, in part, the fruit'!. 
What arc the direct causes which lead to repentance 1 
Does 11 sense !=If God's goodness have a tendency to 
soften and purify the wicl.ed he~rt 1 What is said of 
the act of repentance1 With what is it alwaysaceom.o. 
panied 1 What is this shame and regret 1 

5. VVhat must be experienced by those who have com­
mitted wicked acts 'I Before what must this change 
be par;sed through'~ ¥torn what mllst the BOul emerge 
before it can pru:tieipate in the enjoyments of heaven! 
Must this be the case in all world8 and states of being ! 
Through what must it pass in thus emerging ~ What 
will be the effect, the longer this work is delayed 1 
What will those find who die steeped in sin r What 
is not changed by a change of wodds'l Vlhat holds 
good hereafter, as weJl as here? ,\Vhen can the sinful 
s{}Ul fm.d substantial happiness hereafter 1 In what 

.. condition must the heart be brought 1 -What is a mis­
taken delusion 1· Should we delay repentance here, 
under this delusion 1 Who arc truly wise 1 For what 
should sin be immediately abandoned 1 'What can. 
alone yield peace and joy 1 Who are wisest of all! 
Of what will they experience the least 1 
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LESSON XIII. 

THE NEW nrn.TII. 

1. THE NEw BIRTH is a 40ctrine of the gos~ 

pel of Christ. It is enjoined in the most emphatic 
manner. "Marvel ·not that I said unto thee, ye 
must be born againt(l) 'This change, of a New 
Birth, is not made necessary by .any imperfection 
i~ man's moral nature a~ his natUl'al birth. ;Every 
human being is born into the world in a condition 
of purity and innocence ---=- as sinless and uncon~ 
taminatedin spirit as an angel in heaven. Were 
they to remain so- were they instructed aright in 
God's truth, and their feet kept continually in the 
path of righteousness by proper training- there 
would be no necessity for a new birth. T~ey 

would already be in a condition where no moral 
change would be needed. It is the fact that man~ 
kind fall into enor and sin, on arriving at years 
of . accountability, that renders ~nother birth, a 
moral birth, necessary. 

2. It is not to be supposed that the New Birth 
consists in any miraculous change in the human 
heart. If this. were so, then men would be i~ no 

<t\l<"lhn Ut,. 
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126 THE N'£W BIRTH. 

wise blamewortby for not experiencing it; 10r 
they cannot, consiste~tly, be required to work a 
miracle on themselves. The Scriptures do not 
represent the New Birth as miraculous in its na~ 
ture. Neither can auy evidence be seen, in the 
disposition or the actions of those who have ex· 
perienced it, denoting that a supernatural change 
has taken place. No new. power is imparted. 
They possess the same nature, the same capaei. 
ties, the same passions, as before. True, the 
natural powers and passions are governed differ· 
ently, ~nd hold another rl31atio~ship to each Othe.T. 
fhe spiritual and moral capacities, being in the 
ascendency, exercise a controlling influence over 
the whole man, instead of the lower passions, as 
formerly. It is the same man after the New 
Birth as previous to it, but managing and exer~ 
cising all ~is powers and capacities in a different' 
manner, and devoting them to purposes of another 

. nature. 
3. The u New Birth" was an expressive 

phrase, used by the Redeemer, to denote a pass· 
ing from error to truth - from sin to righteous~ 

ness. It signifies.a change of opinion - a reno· 
vation of the heart, of the mora] principles, of the 
entire life. Those who are involved in error ~ 
who entertain narrow and dal:kened conceptions 
of God and his cha~cter, of Christ and his' 
mission, must be brought to a knowledge of gospel 
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truth. They must be led to a belief in the 
Creator, as the affectionate ,Father of all spirits" 
in time and eternity; and in Jesus, as the faith .. 
ful and successful Saviour of all'mankind. This 
beautiful and heavenly faith must be allowed to 
exert its genial influences on them - enlarging 
all their affections, elevating their principles of 
action, purifying their passions, filling their hearts 
with love to G:od and love to men, and leading 
them into the cheerful practice of the Christiap 
graces and virtues. 'Vhen men have been brought 
into this faith and practice, they have eXperienced 
the New Birth. 

4. This change - this New Birth - is indis­
pensable to man's elevation and perfection in hap­
piness. "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a 
man be born ~'3.in, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God."e) Th! word "again" is translated from 
the Greek, H.anotllen," which signifies II from 
above/' The pa8sage would more properly read, 
II Except a ma~ be born from above, he cannot 
see, or enter, the kingdom of God." Being born 
from ahove, should he understood as being brought 
into the ~doption of the Spirit of God, which is a 
spirit of love. II Beloved, let us love one another; 
for Jove is of God; and every one that loveth, is 
horn of God, and knoweth God."(') 

(1) John iii. 3. (2) 1 John iv. 7. 
II' 
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5. " The kingdom of God," and (I the kingdom 
of heaven~)} signify the spiritual lringdom whkh 
Jesus established on the earth, and which includes 
his reign, both here and hereafter. It is a king­
dom of " righteousness, peace and joy in the"Holr 
Spirit."C) A kingdom where men do right ~n all 
their ways _ where they experience peace and 
joy forever, jn exercising the holy spirit of love 
toward God and. all their fe11nw-creatures. How 
can one, whose mind is darkened by error­
whose soul is steeped in selfishness and bitter .. 
ness ~w.hose heart is filled. with spiritual pride! 
self_righteousness and exclusiveness - or, whose 
sinful passions rage for brutal gratification - find 
l).'ny congeniality or enjoyment in such a kingdom 1 
Christ'_s 1ringdoul is a spiritual kingdom - a 
kingdom of truth, purity and love - and can the 
enjoyed only in the spirit. Henc,,"the impossi­
bility that a heart can find any happiness in such 
a kingdon1, while filled with haughtiness, with 
exclusive pride, or with wickedness. Before such, 
a soul can entel' that kingdom of holiness and 
love, and. participate in its unspeakable -enjoy­
ments, it must emerge from. its bondage to errol', 
pride and passion, cast off its love of sin and evil, 
and come under the influence of truth, virtue and 
love. When it experiences such a renovation, it 

(L) Rom. xiI'. 17 . 
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arises to a new sphere of action, enters, as it 
were, a new existence, and. finds sources of the 
purest and sweetest happiness, totally unknown 
before. This is the change which the Saviour 
expressively represents under the _figure of a New 
Birth. 

6. Until those who have fallen into an exclu­
sive spirit, or the love of sin, experience this New 
Birth, if is a moral impossibility for< them to find 

the substantial peace and unalloyed felicity for 
which their souls constantly hunger. All search 
for happiness in any other direction will be in vain. 
Wander where they will, in this world, or in any 
mode Of state of existence, discontent and restless 
anxiety will ever accompany them, until, by the 
forsalr~ng of error, the casting out of selfishness, 
and the abandonment of sin arid all love of it, 
they become fitted to enter upon the high and 
holy associations and enjoyments of C[irist's 
peaceful kingdom. The_ moment this is. done, 
whether here or hereafter, the soul finds rest from 
its. alJxieties,- relief from its pains, .and enters into 
serene and unalloyed enjoyments. Do we desire 
such enjoyment in this life, at this hour? The 
way is open. Let the heart and mind experience 
the renovating change which is requisite, and 10 !. 
the kingdom of God is open to our approach. 
,We can immediately enter and participate III its 
rich and endless treasures. 
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QUESTIONS ON LESSON XIII. 

i. What is a doctrine of the gospel of Christ r 
In what manner is it enjoined 1 What was the Ian~ 
gllage of the Saviour on this subject 1 By what is tbis 
change not made neccss3.l-y1 In what moral condi~ 
tion is every human being born 1 Are they sinless 1 
In what case would there be no necessity for a, New 
Birth 1 In what condition would they already bel 
What do mankind fall into 1 What does this render 
necessary 1 

2. In what is it not to be supposed the New Birth 
consists 1 If it was miraculous, would men be blame.. 
worthy for not experiencing' it1 Can men be required 
tow-ark a. mirada on themselv~s~ What is said ofthe 
Scriptures '1 Do men)8 actions, aiter experiencing the , 
New Birth, indicate a supernatural change 1 Are new 
powers imparted ~ What do they possess ~ What is 
said of the natural powers and passions 1 Which ar", 
in the ascendency~ Do the lower passions then exer­
cise their former influence 1 Is it the same man after 
the New Birth as before ~ How is he different 1 

3. 'What was the use made by the Redeemer of the 
-phrase" New Birth"~ What does it signify~ 'To 
what must tllOse be brought who arc involved in ertor ~ 
To what belief in the Creator must they be led ~ To 
what belief in Jesus "1 What influence must this faith 
be allowed t.o exert on . them 1 What effect must it 
prodl.1ce.-on their affections-~ What effect on their prin~ 
ciples of action 1 On their passions'~ With what 
must it fill their hearts! Into what must· it lead them 1 
When brought into this faith and practice, what will 
they have experienced "1 

4. To what is this change, of tile New Bi'!:th, indis­
p_ensable ~ What is' the passage quoted from John 1 ' 
From what. is H again" translated! What. does it 
signify ~ How would the passage more properly reacl T 
How should being born from above be understood 1 
What is the spirit of God 1 Repeat the passage from 
1st John. 
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.' 5. Are the phrases" kin¥dom o~God" and" king~ 
d?m ,of heaye!l j, synan ymous l,n m'eam~g. ~ What do they 
slgmfy J DId Jesus establIsh a spmtual kingdom 1 
'What does it include ~ 'Vhat kind of a kingdom is it1 
What are the actions of those who are in this spiritual 
kingdom t "\-Vhat do they forever exerCise towards 
God and all their fellow-creatures 1 'What do they 
experience in cherishing such a spirit ~ Can one, 
whose mind is darkened by error, find enjoyment in 
such a kingdom 1 Or one whose soul is steeped in 
selfishness ~ Or whose heart is filled with spiritual 
pride ~ Or whose .sinful passionsl'age for gratification ~ 
What are the characteristics of Christ's kingdom' 
How can it be enjoyed 1 Can a wicked and hating 
heart find enjoyment in pUl'ity and love ~ Hence the 
impossilHlity of what ~ What must take place before 
such a soul call enter and participate in the enjoyments 
of the kingdom of hoEne&> and 'love ~ When it has ex~ 
perienced such a renovation, to what does it arise? On 
what does it enter 1 What .does it find ~ Under what 
fIgure does the Saviour represent such a change.! Can 
this change be experienced, and this kingdom be en­
tered, while in this life 1 'What is said in Mark i. 151 
What in Luke x. 9 '! Shonld we not strive to entel" 
this kingdom immediately! 

6. What is it an impossibility for those to find who 
have faHen into an exclusive spirit, or the love of sin 1 
What must they exp0rience before they can find sub­
stantial peace 1 With what success will they search 
for happiness in any other direction 1 Wander where 
they will, what will accompany them 1 How long 1 
How can they become fitted for Christ's kingdom 1 
'Vhat follows 1 the moment they are UlUB fitted ~ Can 
it be done here or hereafte1'1 Do we desire such en­
joyments now 1 Can we obtain them ~ What must 
the heart and mind experience ~ What then is opened ~ 
What can we do ~ 
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LESSON XIV. 

ON FORGIVENESS. 

1. MAN, liable as he is to imperfection and 
sin, should seek Forgiveness of God for his own 
wickednessf and should extend Forgiveness to 
those of his fellow-beings who offend or injure 
him. These duties are clearly enjoined in the 
New Testament. In order to be prepared to dis­
charge these obligations in a proper manner, it is 
important to have a clear understanding of the 
nature of forgiveness. . 

2. It has been supposed by many, that for­
giveness, pardon, remission, (which are words of 
similar meaning,) signify the saving. of the guilty 
from punishment which they justly deserve. This 
may be their frequent meaning, when used in 
reference to the penalties inflicted by human gov­
ernments. Being exceedingly imperfect, and liable 
to err, in adjusting punishment to crime-some~ 
times pronouncing sentence too severe, at other· 
times too lenient - human tribunals are compelled 
to modify and remit punishm.ent; to add to its 
severity, or save entirely from its infliction, after 
it has commenced, as circumstances show the 

..... 
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incorrectness of the original sentence, or the 
necessity of some palliation. But it will be per­
ceived, that the exercise of forgiveness or pardon, 
in this sense, of remitting punishment, grows, 
necessarily and alone, out of the imperfection of 
human governments. . 

3. Such a construction of forgiveness cannot 
be applicable to the Divine administration. God's 
government is infinitely perfect. He needs no 
such use of forgiveness or pardon as to rectify 
mistakes in inflicting his punishments on the 
guilty, or to modify the penalty he at first 
designed to send upon them. He makes no mis~ 
takes in his dealing'S. Fie knows the exact condi­
tion of the sinner's heart, and precisely how ffi11:ch 
punishment he deserves. And that anlOunt of 
punishment only, he infiic,ts upon him. There 
can, then, be no opportunity, in an administration 
so perfect, for forgiving or remitting punishment. 
This is mOl~e clearly seen when the nature and 
object of punishment is called to mind. It is not 
inflicted to injure the sinner, but to benefit him; 
to bring him to repen tance, reformation, and hap. 
piness. To save the transgressor from punish­
ment inflicted for such a purpose, would be an 
evil to him, and not a favor. 

4. The forgiveness or remission of punish­
ment is not a Scripture doctr~ne. There is not a 
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passage in the Bible '\.vhere forgiveness and pun,.. 
ishment are spoken of as _.connected together. If 
forgiveness _signified saving from punishment, 
then the word of God would contradict itself. For 
it declares, in the strongest language, that there 
is no escape from punishment.C) Forgiveness, 
in the Bible acceptation, and in the government 
of God, is the forgiveness of sin - the remitting 
or pardoning of guilt. j 

5. To forgive sin, in' the Divli1e administra­
tion, is to wipe out the remembrance of sin, and 
not to lay up the fact of the sinner's guilt, to be 
held as a continual charge against him. To par­
don or forgive a guilty soul, is to restore it to the 
favor and approbation of God, which it had lost 
by transgression. . It is to bring the sinner back 
to the same standing, in the estimation of the 
Judge of all, that he occupied before he trans­
gressed. When a being possessing a moral 
nature, does a wrong, an evil act, he feels that 
there rests in the bosom of the one sinned against,' 
a disapprobation, a' condemnation of his deeds. 
The consciousness of this fact makes him unhap· 
py; and that unhappiness is in exact ratio with 
the goodness of the being thus sinned against, 
and the favors and blessings received from him. 

(1) See Pray. xi. 21. Rom. ii. 8] 9. Isa. iii. 11. Ex. 
XXXIV, 7. 
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For an offender to be forgiven, is to be assured 
by the being against whom the sin has been com .. 
mitted, that he has wiped out the offence, restored 
him to his approbation, and esteems him as high .. 
ly as before the offence was committed. This is 
the Scripture doctrine of forgiveness. 

6. The term on which God grants -forgive .. 
nesst is sincere and genuine repentance. Not a 
repentance or sorrow because sin has been dis~ 
covered, or may be, and that punishment will be 
inflicted. That is a spurious repentance, which 
is of no worth and no avail. True repentance is 
that which grows out of a sense of the evil nature 
and the enormity of sin itself; and which begets 
such a feeling of shame and regret at having trans .. 
gressed the laws of a wise and gopd Father, as leads 
to a hatred of sin ever ~fter. Such a repentance 
merits forgiveness of the sins committed, and 
receives it; and those thus forgiven, are restored 
to the commendation and favor of God. 

7. Remember, then, that forgiveness is not the 
remitting of punishment. Nor are men forgiyen 
or pardoned by God, simply oeca'USe they have 
been punished. The one of these things grows 
out of the other. The righteous Ruler above, 
inflicts his punishments on the guilty for alL their 
sins, without allowing -a possibility of escape. 
This punishment, toget,her with other influences, 

12 
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" i'; 1 (such as the goodness of God, and the instructions 
i:il: I of Christ,) induces repentance in the heart of the 
!-, transgressor - a loathing of sin itself. And 
II:! repentance fits the soul for the forgiveness of sin 

from the hand of G'od. He blots out the trans-

,il. 
I 

gression, and restores the erring one to his approv­
ing smiles. 

8. Receiving forgiveness frorn- our Creator on 
these terms, we should be willing to grant it to our 
offending fellow-beings on the eame conditions: 
When our neighbors wilfully injure us, either in 
person, reputation or property, we should in no 
case retaliate, nor cherish revengeful feelings, nor 
lay up animoflity' or hatred against them. While 
they "Persist in cherishing the wicked spirit by 
which they Were led to commit evil upon us, we 
cannot forgive them. That wicked spirit will be 
their torment, day and night, while they harbor 
it in their breasts. But -when they repent of 
their wi~kedness - when they regret in their 
hearts their conduct towards us, and aclmowledge 
theh wrong - then we are bound to forgive 

( them. The remembrance of their offence should 
be put away, and they should be restored to our 
friendship and favor. 

9. In his Sermon on the Mount, the Saviour 
said, (( If ye forgive- men their trespasses', your 
heaV'enly Father will also forgive you, But -if" 

..... 
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ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses."C) If your 
heart is sufficiently alive to Divine impulses to 
forgive your, erring fellow-men their offences 
against you, when they manifest sincere repent­
ance and sorrow, you are in a fitting condition to 
receive· forgiveness of God, for the wrongs of 
which you may have been guilty. But if you 
refuse them your forgiveness, under suoh circum­
stances, it indicates that you cherish a sinful 
spirit in your own heart, which unfits you for the 
forgiveness of God. How long will he refuse to 
forgive you 1 As long as you continue in a state 
so hardened as to refuse to forgive those who 
have injured you, and who deplore their evil acts, 
and ask to be forgiven. \lVhile that hardness of 
heart remains, it will embitter your enjoyments, 
and poison the eup of life. But when your heart 
becomes softened to forgive your repentant broth­
er, then you will be in a proper condition to 
receive forgivE;lness from your heavenly Father. 

QUESTIONS ON LESSON XIV, 

1. To what is man Hable 1 What should he seek 
of God 1 What should he ex.tend to his fellow-beings 1 
Where are these duties enjoined 1 What is necessary 
to disCharge these obligations in a proper manner! 

(I) Matt. vi. 14,16. 
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2. Are forgiveness, pardon and remission, _ words 
of slmilal.' import~ What is it supposed, by some, 
they signify J When may this be their meaning 1 Are 
human tribunals imperfect 1 "Yhat are they liable to 
do ~ What do they pl'onounee at some times 1 Wl)at 
at,other times 1 "\¥hat are they compelled to modify 1 
From what a"8 they compelled sometimes to save 1 
Are their sentences liable to be incorrect 1 ]'rom 
what grows out the necessity of such an exercise of 
forgiveness 1 

3. What cannot be applicable to the Divine admin~ 
istration 1 ... How is God 18 government ~ Of what has 
he no need 1 Does he ever make mistakes 1 What 
does he know ~ What amount of punishment does he 
byiIlg upon the sinner 1 Of what can there be no 
necessity or opportunity1 When is this more clearly 
Been 1 What is the object of punishment! What 
effect would it haye to s.ave the transgressor from pun­
ishment1 

4. -What is not a Scripture doctrine ~ What pas­
sage is it said there is not in the Bible ~ How would 
the word' of God contradict itself1 What does it" 
declare 1 What is forgiveness in the government of 
God! Is this its Bible acceptation 1 

5. - What is it to forgive sin in tbe Divine adminis­
tration ~ "\Vhat is it to pardon a gllilty souH To 
what does it bring the sinner back 1 When a being 
poose8sing a mQral natlliB does Wiong, what does he 
feel 1 What effect does this consciousness have upon 
him ~ In what ratio is that unhappiness 1 What is it 
for an offender to he forgiven 1 Is this the Scripture 
doctrine of forgiveness ~ 

6. What are the terms on which God grants for­
giveness 1 What kind of' a repentfLl1Ce must it not be"1 
What description of repentance is this 1 What is 
true repentance 1 What does it beget 1 To what 
does it lead 1 What does such a repentance merit ~ 
To what does such forgiveness restore those who 
receive it! 
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7. What rnv.st be remembered 1 For what are not 
men forgiven'~ From what do these things grow 1 
What is ,done by the righteous Ruler above! What 
cloes he not ~llow t· What other influences are min­
gled with. hi;:; pu.nishments 1 What do punishment 
and these other influences produce! What do they 
cause him to loathe 1 For what does repentance fit 
the soul! What does God blot out 1 To what does 
he rootore the erring 1 

8., On what terms do we receive forgivenel3s from 
our Creator! What should we be willing to grant 
our fellow-beings ~ On -what conditions ~ What 
should we not do, when injured by am neighbOJ;s.l 
When can we not forgive them ~ What influence will 
such a spirit have on them 1 How long1 When are 
we bound to forgive them ~ "What shoul~ be put 
away 1 To what should they be restored 1 

9. 'What. did the Saviom say, in his Sermon on the 
Mount 1 When arc you in a fitting condition to 
:receive forgiveness from God 1 If you refuse them 
forgiveness, what does it indicate 1 For what does a 
sinful sQirit in your own heart unfit you 1 How long 
will God reful3e to forgive, you 1 What will that hard~ 
nesa of heart do, while it remains 1 What will you be 
in a condition to receive, when y-our heart becomes 
softened to forgive your repentant brother 1 

12* 



~ \ , 
'I 

i 
11 

1\ 
I 

\' 
i: 

, C: 
" 

140 THE RESURRECT!ON. 

LESSON XV. 

THE RESURRECTION. 

1. THE Resurrection of the dead to an immor­
tal existence beyond the grave, is a leading doc­
trine of the New 'restament. It is one of the 
most important truths ever made Imown to man. 
To believe that our being shall not terminate in 
the .tomb j that we shall not fall into the dark 
embrace' of annihilation - to be assured that 
death is but th~ door.way leading to another state 
of existence, where loved ones shall meet to part 
no more forever -·affords a degree of peace and 
consolation, a strength ·to endure the evils of life, 
and a happy exit at the end of our days, which 
can come from no other source. 

2. The world is indebted to Jesus Christ for 
this momentous truth. Mankind, in every age 
and nation, ha vo had some conception of a future 
being, some indistinct belief in its reality. The 
Old Testament, in many passages, clearly implies, 
and in fact asserts, the reality of an existence. 
hereafter. But it was not until the proclamation 
of the gospel, and the resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead, that the doctrine of immortality was 
revealed and illustrated, in a rna~ner sufficiently 
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deat to' make it a ground of enlightened and com­
forting faith. Hence the Apostle declares that 
Jesus Christ "hath abolished death, and -hath 
brought life and immortality to light, through the 
gospel. "(') 

3-. There is nothing in the raising the deM to 
life, that should place it beyond belief, as an act 
of the Creator. "Why should it be thought a 
'thing incredible, that God should raise the 
dead? "(2) That he has power to bestow sentient 
life, our own existence affords the clearest proof. 
It Can· require no more ability to cause the spirit 
of man to live, after the death of the body, th.8.n 
to usher it intQ being in the first place. And it 
must be as easy for God to re-clothe it with an­
other body, fitted to a higher development of its 
wonderful capacities, in an immortal world, as it 
was to give it the present body. Having this 
power at command, that he will exercise it, and 
usher mankind into another and more elented 
sphere of existence, we have the assurance of the 
gospel, and the evidence of the actual resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 

4. A diversity of views exists in regard to the 
1Jrocess of thB resurrection. It is believed by 
many, that the same body we have inhabited in 
this life, will be raised from the dead, and 

(1) 2 Tim. i. 10. (2) Acts·xxvi. 8. 
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changed to an incoTI'uptible and immortal body. 
Iu the opinion of others, this body of flesh and 
blood, at death, crumbles back to tho dust from 
whence it came; and, at the resurrection, the spilit 
i. clothed with another body, adapted to it. new 
state of being, and better capacitated to the exer­
cise of the high qualities with which God' has 
endowed it. This latter view seems to be corrob­
orated by the la'ng-uage of the divine' writer. 
U Then shall the dust return to the earth as it 
was; alld :the spirit shall return unto God who 
gave it."C) It is also favored by the description 
which St. Paul gives of the change of bodies at, 
the resurr~ction. H That which thou Bowest, thou 
Bowest not that body tha.t shall be, but bare grain, 
it may chance of w~eat or of some other grain. 
But God g1veth.it a body as it hath pleased him, 
and to every seed his own body."e) There is, 
however, but little, if any difference, in fact, 
between the views expressed aboVe, as .to' their 

'results. That a new, a different, and better body 
is given the spirit at the resurrection, is the truth 
asserted and established by both theories. Wheth­
er it is'the old body, 'changed into a new one of 
an entirely different natUl'e, or a body created 
expressly for the resurrection state, is a matter or 
small moment. 

(1) Ecel. xii. 7. (2) 1 Cor. xv. 371 8S. 
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5. The time of the resurrection is a subject 
which has given rise to much speculation. ''I'he 
prevailing opinion has long been, that the resur­
rection of the dead 'will be a general and simul­
taneous event-that none will enter upon an 
immortal existence, untj.l at some u.nknown period, 
yet future, when all shall at once awake to a new 
life, and commence their career in another world. 

6, Against this theory the following objections 
hale been urged: - It involves the supposition 
that the spirit of roan remains in unconsciousness 
for ,a period of uiumown thousands of years­
that the Patriarchs and Prophets, the Apostles and 
Fathers, have not yet tasted the blessings of ail 
immortal existence, but are all slumbering in. a 
Ilpecies of non-existence. When friends are 
removed by death, the highest present consolation 
which thhf view affords is, that they are resting 
in an oblivion of indefinite duration. This theory 
is contrary to the laws or nature. It would show 
a useless interregnum in man's existence, for 
which a parallel cannot be fourid in any other por­
tion of the works 'of God. In all the processes of 
nature there is nothing that rests an instant in an 
inert and useless condition. Yet, if this doctrine 
is true, millions of intelligent heings remain inert 
for ages, useless to themselves and to others. 
Long jl€riods of time, in which they might be 
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actively engaged in beneficial employments, are 
entirely thrown away. Moreover, such a 'state 
of unconsciousness is contradicted by the Scrip. 
tUres. They speak of the dead as now living in 
a conscious existence. "~OWI that the dead are 
raised, even Moses showed at the bush, when he 
ealleth the Lord, the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaae, and the God of .lacob. For he is 
not a, God of the dead, but of the living; for all 
live unto him."C) Does not thb passage affirm 

. that these patriarchs are now ill a state' of con-
scious being? :J 

7. Most of those, however, who contend for a 
simultaneous resurn'lction, believe that, during the 
time which elapses between death and the resur­
rection, the spirit exists in a disembodied state­
that although in conscious being, ,yet it has no 
body. Against this theory, also, many serious 
objections have been brought. How can we can .. 
ceive of a disembodied spirit? What is its 
condition, its sensations, its employments? Is it 
conscious or unconscious? What is the difference C 

in the nondition of a spirit when it has no spirit .. 
unl body, and when it inhabits such a body? If 
a spirit can be useful and happy in a disembodied 
state, why, afrer the lapse of SOfie thousands of" 
years, is it clothed again wi1;h a body 1 If a body 

(I) Lltke xx. 37, as. 

... 

. . ....u 
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is essential to its usefulness and hapPIness, why 
is it~ bestowment delayed so long? Why nat 
clothe the spirit with it at once, at death? Why 

. should Adam' and Eve and the first generations, 
be compelled to await their resurrection, in a dis .. 
embodied condi.tion, until the last of their d~scend~ 
ants shall- have died 1 What objection could 
there be to their entering immediately, at their 
death] on a complete and permanent existence, 
with a body fitted to such new scenes and duties 
as may open before them? 

8. These inquiries lead to the considel'ation of 
another theory. A numerous class believe' in i: 
what may be termed a continuous or progressive II 

resurrection. Wben the spirit is separated from \ II 
the present body, at death, it is. immediately 
clothed with a new~ incorruptible and immortal 
body, and enters at once upon the experience of 
an endless being. This view of the resurrecdon 
is believed to be consistent and reasonable; obvi-
ating many objections resting 'against other theo-
ries. It saves the miild from the unpleasant 
indefiniteness, in relation to the condition of the 
spirit between death and the. resurrection, which 
pertains to other views. It agrees with the gen-
era} analogy of nature, in .its-wise 'economy and; 
use of time, so directing that everything is in 
active existence and constant employment. It 
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also corresponds with portions of the Scripture 
which allude to those who have depatted life, as 
being noW in a conscious existence; and especial· 
ly with those passages in which St. Paul declares 
that to depart from this life is to be with Christ.(') 

9. The Apostle, in 2 Cor. v. 1, -2, does not 
intimate that when 'lour earthly house of this 
tabernacle is dissolved," or this body dies, we 
must wait a long and unknown period of time 
before we can be clothed upon with another body, 
"the building of _God." In this body St. Paul 
groaned, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon 
with a body from heaven. Wauld he have ex .. 
pressed. himself in such language) if he believed it 
would be some thousands of years before he would 
l'eceive his body from heaven? When the same 
Apostle, in Phil. i. 23, declared his desire to 
depart from this life and be with Christ, he clearly 
intimates his expectation of being with Christ, in 
a conscious existence, immediately after death~ 

Dr. Adam Clarke· quotes I. from Synopsis Sohar 
the following', a~ the belief prevailing among the 
Jews, anciently, on this subject: -" When the 
time dra ~s near in which a man is to depart from 
this world, the angel of death takes off his mortal 
g~rment, and clothes him ~ith one from Paradise, 
in which he may see and contemplate the Supreme 

(I) 2 Cor. v. S. Pbil. i. 23. 
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Wisdom. And, therefore, the angel of death is 
saidto be very kind to man, because he takes off 
from him the garment of this world, and clothes 
him with a much more precious one prepared in 
Paradise." 

10. A large proportion of those who adopt the 
theory of a continuous resurrection, believe that 
the .resurrection- is not solely an act, but a $tate. 
They insist that the meaning of the word- (" resur· 
rection" cannot consistently be restricted to the 
simple process of raisif!,g the dead to life, and 
clothing them with an immortal body. But while 
including this, it signifies an intermediate state, 
in which the soul is elevated, lifted up, by divine 
instruction and holy influences, and progresses in 
·a moral and spiritual life to ultimate 'perfection. 
This resurrection state commences with each 
spirit at its introduction into the future world. It 
extends to the final consummation of the work of 
Christ j when, having fitted all souls for the 
indwelling ltf~sence of the Divine Spirit, God 

. becomes" art in all."C) It is in this resurrection 
$tate, (whic~is synonymous with his mediatorial 
reign hereafter,) that the Saviour will complete 
whatever is lacking in the instructions and influ .. 
enees of this world, to. bring"the human race to 
the perfectiod of holiness and happiness. All 

(1) 1 Cor. xv. 24-28. 
13 
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will need his aid. Noone departs from life 
entirely fitted for perfect purity and felicity. The 
duration of this resurrection state cannot now be 
known to us; but, at its conclllSion, Christ will 
have brought an spirits to the love and service of 
God. . 

11. St. Paul dwells at greater length on this 
Iesurrection state, and explains more dearly_ its 
processes and results~ than any other Scripture 
writer. (1 Cor. xv.) It was to this state,. and Its 
reforming, elevating and purifying io:tlu~nces, 

that the Redeemer especially referred, when he 
said to the Jews-" Y e do err, not Imowing the 
Scriptures, nor the power of God. For in the 
resurrection they neither marty, nor are given in 
marriage, but are as the angels of God in heav .. 
en·"e) 

QUESTJONS ON LESSON XV. 

1. What is a leading doctrine of the New Tes­
tament! What is the importance of this trnth 1 Is it 
pleasant to believe out existence -will terminate in the 
tomb 1 Docs it impart any satisfaction to suppose we 
shall fall into annihilat.ion at death ~ Is it 110t more 
joyful to believe cleath is the aoor--way to anothet state 
of existence, and that we shan there meet beloved onE's 
to part no more 1 What does such a .faith afford 1 
What kind of strength does it impa.rt 1 Wlu:\.t kind 
of exit from life 1 

(1) Matt. xxii. 29, 30. 

... 
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2. To whom is the world indebted for thm truth 1 
Of what have mankind had· some ~ption and belief 
in every age and nation 1 What '08a the Old Testa­
ment imply and assert1 When 1ftS this dnctrine of 
immortality revealed and illustril-ted 1 How 'was it 
illmtrated ,'t How clearly was it revealed and illus­
trated 1 -What did the apostle oeclu;re 1 

3. Is there anything in raising the dead to place it 
beyond belief, as an act of the Creator1 What is the 
passage qnot.ed from Acts 1 What proof have we that 
God has power to bestow being ~ What can require 
no more ability ~ What must it be as easy for God to 
da1 WM it any g-re',1,t swatch of powel' in the 
Almighty to bring ns into .existence -here 1 Will it 
require ,a,ny more power in him to Cause Us to live 
hereafte'd Has God thy:: .. -power at c.QIDmand 1 Of 
what have we the assurance of the gospel ~ What 
evidence is there that God can and will raisa the dead 1 

4. In regard to what is there a. div8raity of views 1 
What is the belief of many ~ What is the opinion pf 
othel's1 By what does .this latter view seem to be 
corroborated 1 What is the passage quoted from Eccle­
siastes 1 By what is it also favored 1 Repeat the 
words from lst Corinthians. What difference in 
result is there between these two views1 'What is 
asserted by both theories ~ What i.e a matter of small 
moment 1 

:1. What is said or the time of the resurrection 1 
What has long been the prevailing opinion 1 

{j. Are there objection::; urged against this view 1 
'What does it involve '! What would be the conditiclD 
of the Patrial'chs, Prophets, Apostles and Fathers, if 
this theory Wag tru.e ~ Whc-rc wou.ld they now be 1 
What would be the highest present consolation, when 
friends are rem.oved by death 1 To what laws is this 
theo1'y oontrary1 Wh~t would it show! What is 
said of all the processes of nature 1 If this doctrine is 
true~ what is the condition of million.s1 What would 
be'tmown away 1 What might they be engaged in ~ 
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What is contradicted bv the Scriptures 1 How do they 
speak of the dead 1 Repeat the passage from Luke. 
What do you understand this passage as affirming 1 

7. What do most of those who contend for a simul­
taneous resurrection beHeve 1 What have been brought 
against this theory 1 Can you conceive of a disembod­
ied spirit1 What can you say as to its condition, 
sensation, employments, and consciousness 1 Wh~t 
can be said of the difference between the .condia 

tion of a spirit when it has not a body and when it 
. has 1 Can a spirit need a body when it can be useful 
and happy without it 1 If a body is needed, why is 
not the spirit clothed with ODe immediately at death 1 
What benefit would Merue to itself or to other beings 
by allowing it to remain thousands of years without a 
body 1 How will you answer the question respecting 
Adam and Eve and the :first generations 1 Can there 
be any valid objection urged in reply to the last inquiry 
of the pararp-aph ~ What is the most reasoD!J,ble view 
on this subject ~ 

8. To what do these inquiries lead ~ In what do 
another class believe 1 What do they believe is done 
with a spirit at death 1 Upon what does it immediately 
enter 1 What is believed of ibis view of the Tesurrec­
tion ~ What does it obviate 1 From w hat does it 
save the mind 1 With what does it agree 1 What 
does natuTe direct 1 With what does it also cone-­
spond 1 Repeat the passages Teferred to in' 2d Corin~ 
thians and Philippians. 

9. What does not the apostle intimate in 2 Cor. 
v. 1, 2~ Will not his language bear an opposite 
construction 1 What did St. Paul earnestly desire 
while groaning in this body 1 Did he not evidently 
believe he would at death be immediately clothed with 
a body from heaven 1 What diel the same apostle 
clearly intimate in the passage in P11ilippians 1 Repeat 
the language quoted by Dr. Clarke. 

10. What is believed by a large portiQn of those 
who adopt the theoly of a continuous resurrection t 

-----., 
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'¥hat do they insist in regard to the -meaning of the 
word H resurrection" 1 While including this, what 
does it also signify l' When does this resurrection 
commence with each spirit1 To whatdo6s it extend ~ 
Into what condition will Christ finally bring aU 80u181 
What will God then become 1 Rep·eat the language 
referred tw in 1st Corinthians. With what is this 
resurrection state synonymous r What does the 
Saviour complete in this resurrection state 1 What 
will all. need r Are any, at death, entirely prepared 
for perfect purity and felicity 1 What is said-of the 
duration" of the resurrection state 1 To what will. 
Christ have brought all spirits at its oonclusion 1 

11. Who dwells at great length on the resurrection 
state 1 What does St. Paul explain 1 Where is his 
explanation to be found 1 To what did the Redeemer " 
tefer in his language tq the Jews1 Repeat the pas­
sage quoted. 

13* 
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LESSON XVI. 

MAN'S FINAL CONDITION. 

1. THE raising of the dead to an immortal 
existence, is the act of God. Man is as entirely 
dependent upon him for a future life, as he was 
for the present. If the Creator had thought 
proper, he could have so ordered it that every 
human being would faU into annihilation at the 
death of the body, Hence it is in accordance 
with his own will and pleasure, and a voluntary 
act on his part, that he raises mankind, by the 
resurrection, to a new R.nd endless state of being. 

2. Did God design the immortal life he he­
stows upon his creatures to be a blessing or an 
evil to them 1 When it is considered that he is 
wise and good - that his nature is love -it is 
impossible to suppose, in consistency with his 
character, that he would urge his creatures into 
any existence simply for the purpose of making 
them wretched.' No view can be'more dishonor­
able to our heavenly Father, or more abhorrent to 
ii" truly Christian heart, than the supposition that 
'1e will compel any of his offspring to Jive hereaf­
""", only tv furnish himself with an opportunity, to 

.. 
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injure them forever, without the slightest reference 
. to their good. 

3. The life that now is, vl,"as bestowed on 'the 
human race as a blessing. ~ccording to the plain 
principles of analogy, and the dictates of ~ason, 
a futm:e existence, from the hand of the same 

,God,' will be imparted 10 .. : a similar purpose. An 
·immortal life must be a .gift from our Maker. 
Doef) he ever give to make wretched ~ If -he 
could not COflsistently permit a class to live here­
after without enduring endless p'ain, he would, on 
the common principles of charity and .pity, have 
allowed them, at death, to _~ink into unoffending 
oblivion. This would not have been an injury or 
·R wrong to any who might be pennitted to live. 
Why shQuld a God of holiness, and a tender, lov .. 
ing -Father, eternally perpetuate sin and pain in 
the hearts of his own children? If sin -and pain 
are to be immortalized, God. alone must do it. 
How abhorrent the supposition that he will perform 
such a work! The thought is in marked violation 
of. all enlightened conceptions of the nature of 
the Most High. In every point of view, the fact 
is most evident that the existence into which man 
is ushered by the ,raising of the dead, is bestowed 
by the Creator, as a favor and blessing on all yrho 
experience it. 

4. The resurrection must necessarily exert lin 
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immediate and marked change on those who ex­
perience its transformation. The word II Resur .. 
tection," signifies a rising up - an improving 
change. In no case has it the sense of a change 
for the worse, whether used. in r~erence to a 
physical or moral process. The resurrection of 
the dead is, therefore" significant of a raising up, 
a change of the dead to a new life) for their im .. 
provement and ultimate perfection. 

5. The Scriptures assert, in the plainest lan .. 
guage, that a change of the most beneficial na­
ture will be effected by the resurrection, on all who 
are raised from the dead. St. Paul declares that 
Christ" shall change our vile body, that it may' 
be fasllfonedlike unto his glorious Dody, according 
to the working whereby he is able even to subdue 
all things unto himself."(') The same Apostle 
gives a more minute descripti(lu (If this change. 
He assures us that, in place of a corruptible, dis­
-honorable, weak, natural body, mankind shall be 
clothed, at the resurrection, with an incorruptible, 
glorious, powerful, and spiritual body.(') It can­
not be supposed, with any propriety, that God 
would give bodies, so angelic and heavenly, to 
beings whom he compels to exist in sin and ~ery 
forever. 

(1) Phil. itt. 21. (2) 1 COl'. xv. '\~4.. 

... 
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6. Equally certain is it, that the resurrection 
must produce at on~e a moral and spiritual change 
for the better on the souls of those whom it ele­
vates to another existence. The clothing of the 
spirit in a body possessing none of the appetites, 
passions, or propensities, which led to sin in the 
fleshly tanernacle - the entering into new and 
strange scenes, and amid influences of a far 
more elevated and purer nature than any existing 
on earth - an intercourse and association with 
higher and holier grades of beings - all these 
things cannot but effect an immediate and marked 
infl.\lence on any' and all men, when they enter 
upon the stage of another-life. 

7. .The change, however, produced by the 
resurrection, cannot properly be considered so 

, great as to obliterate a recollection of the past, or 
exclude the necessity of exertion for future im .. 
provementJ and higher attainments in knowledge, 
holiness, and happiness. A remembrance of all 
previous exisatence must necessarily accompany an 
intelligent creature through every stage of being, 

"~ and in all worlds. This is vitally essential tQ 
identity. It is the only manner in which we can 
know who and what we are. This remembrance 
is stamped indelibly on the tablets of the soul. 
Whatever would" obliterate it, would, practically, 
at least, be an. obliteration of the soul itself. 
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8. Were it possible for the recollection of 
past existence to lea va the mind on entering the 
resurrection state, our present life would be lived 
in vain. It would hereafter be a blank leaf in the 
book of our history. But this thought cannot be 
entertained. Ids self-evident the Creator- haa a 
purpose in view in caus.ing man to commence his 
being, and pass through this world, previous to his 
entering another -a purpose bearing on his fu .. 
tare welfare. Hence, our experience here - the 
vicissitudes through which we are called - our 
joys and sorrows, our pr.osperity and aClversity, 
our health and sickness -rul must exert an influ­
ence on our condition in other states of being~ 
God has indissolubly linked the different stages 
of man's existence together, in so wise an arrange .. 
ment, that each advancing stage accumulates 
blessings from all the past, in addition to its own 

• direct productive good. If one stage should be 
blotted from this grand series, it would mar the 
harmonious working of the whole, to our serious 
injury. Faithful lUemory is the ~chain which 
binds these· succeeding s.~ates of being into one 
great unity. 

9. True, in the light and knowledge of a high­
er world, the recollection of past life below will 
occasion more or less· of regret and pain. This 
will be in the same degree that we have yielded 
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ourselves the servants of sin and folly in this ex­
istence. This is one of the bitter fruits growing 
unavoidably from wickedness. Nor will this 
regret be without good. It will but st.imulate 
to higher e;ertions for excellency and glory. 
Nothing quickens a man so thoroughly to the 
attainment of virtue and goodness, as a deep and 
painful remembrance of past transgressions and 
delinquencies. . ~ 

10. But the recollections; he;eafter, of the 
present life, while causing a degree of pain in 
proportion to past follies,'/ill also partake of much 
that will bestow pleasure. All the dear associa­
tions, the sweet memories, the bright and sunny 
spots, of this chequered world, will still be cher­
ished ·with the greatest relish, and impart the 
keenest delight. Moreover, it wi1l be by the aid 
of past recollection that we shall hereafter be ena .. 

/ bled to recognize the dear objects of our love, and 
cement anew the tender ties of affection which 
death rends a~under here. All the fond delight 
we shaH experience in communing. with them, and 
recounting the past seen'es in which we have mu­
tually participated, will flow as the direct fruit of 
the vivid mem.ory.of this world. ' 

11. It does not seem consistent to suppose that, 
on arising from the dead in the resurrection state, 
all will be immediately in the srune condition, 
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either in attainments, knowledge, or happineos. 
This might well be believed, could holiness, truth, 
and goodness, or even happiness, be poured into 
~he human heart, as a vessel is filled with water. 
But the soul of man is so constituted, that it is 
only by an exercise, a cultivation, a gradual ex .. 
panf$ion of its capacities, that knowledge and 
holiness, and the happiness which flows from them, 
can be attained and enjoyed. Hence, while an 
exchange of worlds will elevate all men to the 
possession of much higher advantages than any 
enjoyed here, and will p~duce a most favorable 
change upon them; yet, their immediate moral 
and intellectual ~ondition, and consequent enjoy .. 
ments, will, to a good degree, depend on the 
advancement made in this life. Those who have 
cultivated their better feelings ,"",":"who have assidM 
uously walked in wisdom'f$ ways, - who have 
aimed at the highest attainmentS in goodness and 
usefulness -..:. whose minds have been illuminated 
by a clear perception of the character of God, and 
the principles of his moral government - will 
necessarily be in a condition to advance more 
rapidly in knowledge and happiness, than in­
dividuals who have lived and died in selfishness 
and sin. This great fact forms one of the many 
high inducements to a life of virtue, usefulness, 
and truth, while sojourning on the earth. 
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12. If these views are correct, it follows 'that 
the course' of treatment adopted towards those 
who enter the immortal world, will vary in accord. 
ance with their moral and intellectual condition. 
While all will need the instruction of the Re .. 
deemer, and the influence of his divine spirit, these 
will, in each case, be adapted to the peculiar wants 
of the soul. As the spirits of men enter the 
immortal world in all the various mental and 
moral conditions in which we know "they die here, 
it may be believed that each \~m be subjected to 
such a class of influences as will be lUost favomble 
to fheir improvement and elevation. The disci. 
pline through which Jesus, the great instructor, 
will direct them I. will be as diversified as the moral 
and spiritual wants of the different hearts he would 
influence. In no cas: can it be- supposed to con. 
sist of an infliction ,of physical p~ins and tortures, 
the lowest and most brutal influence to which an 
intelligent being can be subjected. But the dis~ 
cipline of the immortal world willI be of a l1igh 
and spiritual natur~ - such as can be effected by 
the sweet and softening influences of the gospel, 

_ and the enlightening instruction of wise and pure 
spirits. It will be such It di.'5cipline as will instruct 
the mind, purify the heart, bring its subjects to 
realize the bitterness and enormity of sin, and the 
deepest regret for having permitted themselves to 

14 

• 



• 

Ii 
I 

160 MAN'S FINAL CONDITION. 

become its servants - awaken within them a 
hungering after truth and goodness, and lead them 
to seek for their 'enjoyments in the exercise of 
heavenly graces and virtues. 

13. The competent school-teacher classifies his 
pupils according to their mental wants - metes 
out to each such instruction as they are capable 
of receiving-and thus leads them all along the 
path of knowledge. No injustice is done to any 
bf the pupils. None are neglected. All are im­
proved and benefite.d. So the Redeemer of men, 
faithful to the work entrusted ;0 him by the 
Father,C) assisted by angels and good spirits, will 
administer to all grades of human souls, as they 
enter the immortal world, such discipline and 
teaching as their condition requires, and as shall 
influe~ce them aright. As they improve, they 
will ascend to higher positions and to greater en .. 
joyments. Thus Jesus, the Captain of Salvation, 
will lead them upward on the great highway of 
heavenly progression. Each will experience more 
and more happin~ss as they advance in knowledge, 
purity, and love; until all shall; at length, attain 
to an entire development of their moral, religious, 
and intellectual cap.acities, and stand, at last, upon' 
a common level- an universal equality - in holi .. 
ness and felicity. 

(1)1 Johniv. 14. 
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14. Then th.e resurrection state will close~ 
The work of Christ will be completed. He wilr 
be ad(n"ed by earth's countless millions, and 
crowned as the victor over error, and sin, and 
death. And, gathered around the throne of 
Infinite Love, the redeemed and sanctified uni­
verse will unite in ascriptions of praise to ·God 

. and the Lamb, for evermore! 

II 0, the burst gates! crush'd sting! 1emolished throned 
Last gasp I of vanquished. Death. Shout, earth omd heav'n, 
This s~m of good to mun ! 

Mau, all-immortal, hail ! 
HaU, Heaven, all-lavish of .'Strange gifts to man I 
THINE all the glory! MAN'S the boundless blbs ! " 

QUESTIONS ON LESSON XVI. 

1. Whose act is the raising of the dead 1 For 
what is man dependent upon God 1 What could the 
Creator have ordered if he had thought proper 1 In 
accordance ·with what does he raise mankind to an end~ 
less state of being r Is this ::l. voluntary act on his 
part ~ 

. 2. Can it be supposed God designed immortal life 
to be an evil to any of his creatures 1 What should be 
considered in regard to his nature 1 What is it imp~s~ 
tiible to suppose 1 What view would be dishonorable 
to our heavenly Father 1 '-Wauld such a view be ab­
horrent to a Chr~8tian heard Is it to be supposed a 
holy and benevolent Being .would make his creatures 
live again for any such monstrous purpose 1 

3. For what was the present life bestowed 1 For 
what purpose will a future existence be imparted ~ On 
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what principles does this conclusion rest 1 Must an 
immortal life be the gift of GoJ 1 Would he give that 
which ,fills with wretchedness 1 If he could not permit 
a class to live hereafter without enduring ceaseless woe, 
what would he have allowed! On what principles 
would he have allowed this 1 Would this have been an 
injU1.'y or wrong I.,to any who would be pennitted to 
live! Woulda.~d of holiness immortalize sin and 
pain 1 W vuld a loving Ii'ather do this in the souls of 
his own children 1 What cnn God alone do 1 What 
kind of a supposition is the idea that he will perform 
such a work ',t \Vhat does such a thought violate1 
What fact is most evident '! Is this evident in every 
point of view 1 

4. What change must the resurrection necessal'ily 
exert1 Ou whom? What does the word resurrection 
signify 1 What kind of a chalW'e 1 Does it ever sig~ 
nify a change for the worse'~ Of what is the resurrec­
tion of the dead significant 1 

6. What do the Scriptures assert1 On whom will 
this change be eftected ~ What does St. Paul declare 
that Christ win do? By the words" our vile body," did 
the apostle mean only h lS body and the bodies of his 
Philippian brethren? Did not he mean all who have 
"vile bodic8/' or an men ~ ,;Vhcre does the apostle 
give a more minute des{~l'iption of this change1 With 
what kind of bodies tioes he USSUTe us mankind shaU" 
be clothed at the resUl'r"ection, ill place of our pl'esent 

. corruptible, natural bodies 1 Can it be supposed God 
would give such heavenly bodies to those whom he will 
compel to exist in sin and misery forever ~ 

6. What is it equally certain the resurrection must 
produce 1 Will this change be for the betted With 
what kind of body will the spirit be clothed hereafter 1 
Into. what scenes will tile spirit ented Amid what 
influences will it oe l)laced! With what kind of 
beings will it have lntercourse 1 What inftuenee 
will all these things procluce in entering on lmother 
life 1 



I 

EL 

MAN'S FINAL CONDITION. 163 

7. What cannot this change obliterate 1 What can 
it not exclude 1 What must neceS8arilyaccompany au 
intelligent creature 1 Through what J To what is 
this vitally essential 1 In what other manner can we 
know who and what we are! On what is this remem~ 
brance indelibly enstamped 1 \\That would be the 
effect of obliterating this remembrance 1 

S. In what case would our present life be lived in 
vain 1 Wliat would it be hereaiicr ? Can this tllOUght 
be entertained 1 What is selfMevident 1 What bearing 
does this purpose have ~ What must exert an influ­
ence on our condition hereafter 1 What nas God indis­
solubly linked toget~ed In what kind of arrange.. 
ment 1 What is done by each advancing step 1 . What 
wo.uld mar the harmonious working ofthe whole series ~ 
What effect would this !lave upon llS 1 What is faith-
ful memory 1 r 

9. .What wilt a recollection in the future world, • 
of past life, occasion ~ In what degree will this 
be felt1 What is this regret 1 Will it be fruitless 
of good 1 To what will it stimulate 1 What effect 
is produced by a painful remembrance of past trans­
gressions 1 I 

10. Of what will the future recollections of the 
present life partake 1 . What will still be cherished with 
the greatest relish 1 What will they impart 1 What 
8hall we be enabled to do by the aid of past recollec­
tion? What shaH we cement anew 1 What will flow 
from the memory of this world? 

11, What does it n9t seem consistent to suppose 1 
How might this be believed ~ Is this the manner 
God imparts knowledge and truth 1 How is the soul 
of man constituted 1 Does happiness flow from knowl­
edge and holiness ~ To what will an exchange of 
worlds elevate men ~ \Vhat will it produce 1 On 
what will their immediate moral and intellectual con­
dition depend 1 Who will be in a condition to advance 
the most rapidly in knowledge and happiness 1 Who 
will be the least prepared 1 What does tIlis great fact 
form ~ 14* 
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12. Do you think: these views are eorrect1 If they 
are, what follows 1 Does the method of managing dif~ 
ferent versons in thi& life vary according to their con­
dition of mind and heart 1 What will all need in the 
immortal world 1 I:l'ow will the Redeemer adapt his 
instruction and his influence '! In what mental and 
moral conditions do the spirits of men enter the immor ... 
tal wbrld 1 To what may it be believed each will be 
subjected 1 Who. will be their great iI\siructor 1 
Through what will he lead them ~ How diversified 
will be that discipline1 What can in no case be sup­
posed 1 . What kind of influence -is exerted by physical 
pains and tortures 1 What will be the nature of futur.e 
discipline 1 May it not be supposed Christ will employ 
wise and pure spirits in his great work of instructing 
and elev~ting the souls of men 1 What influence will 
the discipline of another world exert upon the mind 1 

• Howwill it affect tl1e heart1 To what will it bring its 
subjects 1 What will it cause them to regret 1 "Vhat 
will it awaken within them'!- To what will it lead 
themJ 

13. What is done by the competent school-teacher'!­
What does he mete out to eaeh 1 Along what does he 
thus lead them 1 h injnstice done to" any-of the pupils '!­
Are any neglected 1 How are all influenced 1 Will 
Jesus be i1dthful to the work entrusted to him by the 
Father 1 Can you deseribe that work in the languag-6 
of John 1 Will he administer to all grades of souls 1 
What will he administer ~ When will he commence 
this "discipline and teaching!, In what direction will 
he thus Jead them 1 On what will he lead them ~ 
What will each experience 1 "How rapidly! To 
what shall all, at length, attain 1 On what shall all 
stand at last 1 Iri what will there then be an universal 
equality 1 

14. What ~will then close 1 Whose work will 
be completed 1 By whom will Christ be adored ~ 
What will he be crowned 1 Who will be gathered 
around the throne of Infinite Love! In what shal1 
they unite for evermore 1 




