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PREFACE.

Tax design of this book, as intimated in the title-page,
is to present a brief exposition of the prominent senti-
ments entertained by the denomination of Universalists.
The author is not &ware of any volume in our Sabbath
Schuols, that loys before the learner, in a single and
connected series, the doctrinés which distinguish usas a
sect. It is not wunknown 1o those interested in the rising
generation, that many scholars depart from the Sabbath
School, after having passed through all its classes, with
an understanding quite indgfinite ini regard to not a few
fundamental points which distingnish us from other
denominations. There seemed to be needed a class-
book, which should gather up for pupils, as they are

. about to leave the school, all the various poinis of doe-
trine in which they may have been more or less in-
structed, and so present them in cousecutive order, as
to afford e clear view of them as a whole, harmonionsly
Init together, in a well-digested system. To supply
this want, is the object of this volume,

Fully aware thet, on a few minor points, a difference
of opinion prevails among Universalists, the author has
endeavored to present each conflicting view in a clsar
light, as held by its adherents, If he has given more
Prominence to one class of these opinions than another,
in some cases, it has been from = conviction that its.
practice] influence demanded it, rather than from any
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disposition to bestow an urdue importance upon either
view.

It has been the effort to present the subject of each
lesson in a form easy to be comprehended and retained
by the pupil, While siriving to avoid, as far ns possi-
ble, & formal routine of argumentation, it has neverthe-
less been deemed desirable to lead the minds of the pu-
Fils through plain and simple processes of reasoning, to
obviows conclusions, that they may see the connection
between premises and their results, and learn to trace
the links by which they are connected. Although the
volume is prepared for children, yet, as it is designed for
children of advenced years, whose minds are rapidly
maturing, the author has endeavored to place before
them the different topics in such a manmer as to call
into exercise their mental capacities —enable them to
understand for themselves the grounds of our faith—
and thus prepare them to *be ready alweys to give an
answer to every man that asketh a reason of the hope
thist is in them.” It is hoped, also, that Sabbath School

teachers, and inguirers after truth of every age, may

gain some light from this produetion, to assist them in
obtaining a matared and satisfactory system of faith.

" That the “ Head of the Church’ may bless this little
volume, and make it instrumental in bringing thousands
of youthful spirits to a correet understanding of God,
his character end government — of Christ, his mission

-and claims —of man, his duties and his destiny — is the

sincere and hopeful prayer of
’ THE AUTHOR.
Avpunx, March, 1850
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PART FIRST.
OF GOD.

LESSON L
THE EXISIENGE OF HOD,

1. Ar the head of the Universe there lives and
reigns & God of infinite-intelligence. This truth
outranks all others in importance and value. It
is the basis of every reasonable conception of the
origin of ereation, and the source of our own be-
ing. In its light, a thousand enigmas in Nature
and Providence receive a consistent solution.
.Deprived of its insteuction, all things ave involved

in inexplicable confusion, in a fathomless chaos of

contradiction, and impossibilities.

.2, The evidences of the existence of a Deity
of -ineffable perfections are found/in every depart-
ment of ‘nature.  Nor need the process by which
these evidences are made o utter their conclusions,
be of an intricate or difficult nature. It consists
in the simplest deductions of reason, without re-
sort to subtle metaphysics. Every effect must

have a cause—every design pre-supposes a design-
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er — every work, a workman. These positions are

among the primary elements of genuine logic, and
ave the intuitive assertions of man’s reason. They
lead the mind, unerringly, to a clear conviction of

the existence of God.  Around, a universe, vast in

its proportions, majestic in its styucture, brilliant

with. light and glory, presents itself to the eontem-

plation of the human eye. Within, Man feels

himself in possession of a eonscious existence. He

thinks, reasons, judges, decides. . He'is in posses-
sion of a body endowed with varied and astonish-
ing capacities. These are facts, self-evident in

theirnature, Equally self-evident is it, that these .
complicated and wonderful creations could not

have existed without the agency of a Creator en-
tirely competent to their production,

3. What is denominated Chance, is but the

' nbsence of design, fotethought, intelligence. It is

the fortuitous combination of circumstances, with-

‘out ruls or order, which would not occur twice

alike, with any cerininty, in countless millions
of ages, The presencé of perceptible Design,
conclusively proves the absence of Chance.” To
suppose that an evidently matured plan—that a
plain continuity of plans, where link connects with

link, and wheel intervolves with wheel, to produce

a given result — may be attributed to blind Chance,
is to do violence ta the spontaneous convictions of
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all right reason, The structure of the heavenly
bodies — the splendor of their appearance —and
the rapidity, harmony and precision, with which
they revalve in their vast orbits ; the formation of
the earth — the regular gradation through which it
has evidently passed, from a state of chaes fo its
present finished condition, fitted for the habitation.
-of sentient cyeatures; the existence and operation
of numerous classes of natural laws, each operat-
- ing in harmony with every other, and all wisely
and beneficently adapted t6 give fruitfulness to
the soil, to furnish the light of the sun, the rains
of heaven, the dews of evening, the mutations of
the seasons, the alternations of day and night,
periods for activity and for rest — these afl show the
agency and the presence of o Mind to originate, a
Wisdom to contrive. a Power to execute, and a
Gooduess to bless.  In fing, these are unmistakabls
evidences of the existence of an inﬁnitel}r perfect
~ Divinity.

4.  An effect cannot. exceed its cause ; nor can
-it possess a property of ‘which 1_1:3 canse is desti-
tute, Mere blind, ineri matter, contains no qual-
ity of semsation, no power of thought, intelligence,
_wisdom. Hence it can impart none of these ca-
pacities. But in man they all exist in full activity.
He feels, he reflects, contvives, weighs qualities,
determines, executes. These powers could not
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have been bestowed by senseless maiter, being
itself totally destitute of them, They must have
come from a higher source, where they previously
existed in fulness and perfection. Therefore man
is the workmanship of an intelligent Deity. + To
a created being, possessing capabilities beyond the

_power of matter to communicate, his own existence

aifords conclusive evidence of a supreme Creator,
The argument can be summed up in a single sen-
tence ~— I could not have been created by myself.

Icould not have been formed and endowed by un- -~

conscious matter. Yet I live, and think, in con-
scious being. Therefore'] must he the worloman-
ship of a God whe hves and thinks in conscious -
being.” '

B, « The Iden of the Supreme Being has this
peculiar property :. that, as it admits of no substi-
tute, so, from the first moment that it is formet, it
is capable of continual growth and enlargement.
Grod himself is immutable; but-our eonception of
his character is continually receiving fresh acees-
gions, js continually growing maore extended and -
refulgent, by having transferred to it new elements
of beauty and goodness ; by attracting to itself, as
a centre, whatever bears the Impress of dignity,

. order, or happiness. It borrows splendor from all

that is fair, subordinates to itself all that is great,
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and siTs ENTHEONED ON THE RICHES oF THE Ui
vERSE.” (1) .

QUESTIONS ON LESSON I

1. What is the first and mest important of all
truths?  OFf what is it the basis? What is the effect
of its light? What is the consequence of being de-
" prived of its instruction? .

9, . Whete are the evidences of the existence of
Deity found? Are their conclusions diffieult 1o be ar-
rived at? 1In what does the process consist? “What
mnust be said of every effect, worl,, design? What is
the nature of these positions? To'whai do they lead
the mind? What is there avound us? Of what does
man feel himself possessed? /What was nepessary to
give these creations existence?

3. What is chance! What does evident design
- prove? Whatis it thal does viclenes to the convietions
of reason? What is -shown Dby the strucinre of the
. heavenly bodies, and the operation of the laws of na-
ture? Of what are they evidences?

4, 5 Whatis said of an sffect? "What of blind
metter?  What eapacities exist in man? - From whence
did they originate? What do they prove? How can
the argnment basummed up? "What jieculiar property
has the idea of the Suprems Being? What is suid of
God?. "What of our conception of Him! What does
it do?

- (1) Robert Hall.
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LESSON IL

THE UNITY OF GOD.

1. Tuese is but one God. This fact forms
the foundation of all enlightened and true reli-
gion. Itis one of tMe leading tenets which dis-
tinguishes Christianity from the false theories of
Heathenism., The doctrine of a plurality of
gods, whether in the gross form iniwhich it ex-
ists among Pdgan naticns, or as it is found in the
modified theory of a trinity of persons in the
Qodhead, alike confliets with the deductions of
Reason, and the teachings of- Nature and Revela-
tion, T

2, Could it be possible for two or more inde- |
peudent Supreme Beings to exist, equal in station
and power, there would be a liability to con-
flict and confiision in the works and laws of Na-
ture, But there is no dissonance of this deserip-
tion to be perceived. Throughout creation—in
every department of the Almighty's works,
whether celestial or terrestrial ; in earth, water, air,
five ; in the apimal, vegetable and mineral king-
dorms — unity, concord, peace, universal, prevail,
"The laws and movements in these several divisions
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not only blend and cobperate together in their

* sepatate spheres, but the arrangements, the pro-
cesses, in each department, act in beautiful har-
mony with those in others, and all thus interweav-
ing in the most admirable unity; make up a grand,
harmanions whole, luminous with the wisdom and

 heneficence of the great Originator. This hound-
legs harmony, perfect to the minutest shade,
running thronghout the #niverse, attesfs with
convincing emphasis that all things are the pro-
duction of One Indivisible Mind.

3. In the nature.of things, there can exist but
one Infinite Being. If all things, all space, all
time, and eternity itself, are possessed and filled
by Him who is vevealed as the Father of Spirits,
then, by no possibility, can another being exist,
heving the same qualities, and occupying the like
position. However exalted Christ, angels or spir-
its, may be; however high the stations they fill 5
however crreat ard glorious the works they per-

. form ; however they desetve the praise and homage
of man; yet they cannot possess the property of
infinity. Far above them all, and overshadowing
thein, as does the outstretched heavens a grain of
sand, exists and reigns in light and majesty the
One uncreated and incomprehensible God.

4. The Scriptures, in langusge most emphatic,

- declare the strict unity of the Creator: “ Hear, O

J 2
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|
Tsrael : the Lord our God is One Lord.”(} “I'am
God, and thereis none else. I am God, and there
is none like me. Declaring the end from the begin-
ning, and from ancient times, the things that are

not yet done ; saying, My counsel shall stand,and .

I'will do all my pleasure.”(*) ¢ Have we notall One
Father? Hath not One God created us?”()
« One God and Father of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all{*) « To us there is
but One God, the Father”(®) +There is One
God, and one Mediator between God and men;
the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom
for all, to be testified in due tims.”(%)

5. To assert the Deity of Jesus Christ-— that
he iscogqual with the Father in power and glory;
that he is, in fact, God himself —is to advance a
proposition which carries a self-contradiction on its
surface. The entire current of Bible testimony
declares that Christ is the Son of God. The Al-
mighty himself asserts this fact. “And a voice
came from heaven, which said, Thou art my be-
loved Son ; in thee I am well pleased.”(") * While
he yet spake, behold a bright cloud overshadowed
them ; and behold a voice out of the cloud, which
said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well

1) Deat. 7174 2) Isa. xlvi. 9, 16, (8) Mal, ii. 1
Eph. iv. 6. (E}Iém! viil, 6. (é)l'l‘lm ii. 6, 6. ) u(ke
1L 2
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pleased ; hear ye him.”(") The Saviour acknowl- '
edged God to be his Father. “Go to my breth.
Ten, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father,
and your Father; and to my God, and your
God.”(*) The apostley believed in God as the
Tather, and in Christ as the Son, “ The Giod and
Father of our Lord Jesus Chiist, who is blessed
forevermore.”(*y % For this cause I bow my knees
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”{*) Thus .
God being Father, and Jesus his Son, they are two
separate and distinct beings. The Father cannot
be the Son, nor the Son the Father. Neither is
it possible for them to be One in person. “To

. affirm this, confounds all natural sense, and pros-
trates Reason at the footstool of Absurdity.

6. The Saviour, in two or three instances,
declared that he and his Father were ons, The
oneness to which he alluded was manifestly a
unity of purpose, and harmony of spirit, and not:
a unity of person. This ie evident from the fact,
that Christ prays the Father that his disciples
may be One with them, in the same sense that he
and his Father ave one. ¢ That they all may be
Onpe: as thon, Father, art in me, and I in thee,
that they also may be one in us.”(®) The Jews,
in the days of the Saviour, understood him in the-

. (£} Mat. xvii. (2) Johu xx. 17. (3)2 Cor xi. al.
(4) Eph, iii. 14. (5) Johu xvii. 21.
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declaration that he and his Father were one, in
the same sense that some do at the present iime,
that they were one in person. -.On this construe-

- tion, they charged him with blasphemy ; insisting

that he made himself equal with God, or, in other
words, that he made himself fo be God, Jesus
emphatically repudiated this interpretation of his
language, and declared that in its use he should
be understood only as asserting that he way the
Son of God. He claimed no neaver connection
with the Father than this.(%)

7. That God and Christ are distinet bemgs, s
evident also from the significant fact, ¢hat in all
representations of their. visible appearance in
heaven, they are described as existing in separate
personality, The Savibur is always seen as exist-
ing distinet from God, and suhordivate to him,

*And every creature which is in heaven,and on the

earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the
sea, and all that are in them, heard I, saying, Bless-
ing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto
Him that sitteth upon the Throne, AND unto the
Lamb, for ever and ever.”(*) * Bui he [Stephen,]
being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly
Into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing on the right hand of God, and said,

(1) John x. 20—36. (2) Rev, v. 13.
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Behald, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of
Man standing on the right hand of God."{!)
- The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom,
ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God
exalted with his right hand, to be a Prince and
Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, and forgive-
ness of sins. And we are his withesses of these

things.”(*) -

QUESTIONS ON LESSON IL

1. Isthere more than one God? Of what does this
" fact form the foundation?! From what does it distin-
guish Christianity ! 'With what does the doctrine of
a plurality of Gods eonflict?

2, 3. What would produce conflict and confusion
in the works of nature? What is seen throunghout
creation? Whatis said of the laws and movements in
the several departments of Glod’s works? With what
is the whole luminous? What does the harmony of
all attest? Can there exist more than one Infinite
Being? Tf the Father of Spirits possesses and fills all
thinga, what conclusion follows? What s said of
Christ, angels and spirits? What is there far above
them ? .

4, What do the Seriptures declare? What is said
in the book of Deuteronomy? What in Isaiah? In
Matachi? In Ephesians! In 1st Corinthiang? ~In
1st Timothy ? -

5. - What is the effect of asserting the Deity of
Christ! What does the current of Bible testimony
declare!  'What rloes the Almighty assert? What is
said, in Matthew, on this subject? What did the Sa-~
viour acknowledge? ¥low did the Apostles believe?

(1) Acts vii. 55, 56. (2) Acts v, 30—352,
2% o
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Repeat their language, Whatis said of the Father and
the Son? What is the consequence of affirming that
they are one in person ? : :

6. .What did the Saviour declare, in twe or three
instances? How is this orieness to be understood ?
How is it evident that it was a unity in spirit? Re-
peat the prayer of Christ. How did the Jews under-
stand the declaration that Christ and the Father are
one? With what did they charge the Redeemer?
What did he say in reply to this charge? How did he
explain his meaning T+

%. From what additional fact is it evident that God
and Christ are distinet beings? What is asserted in
the book of Revelations? What did Stephen see, and
‘Xhat were his last words? Repeat the quotation from

cls.
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LESSON IIL
THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD.

-1. Tae Atiribuies of God may be classed-un-
der two heads, Natural and Meral. His Natural
‘atétibutes are his Omnipotence, Omniscience, Infin
ity, Eternity, and other like qualities. His Moral
atttibutes are his Truth, Fajthfulness, Goodness,
Justice, Mercy, &. The former are sometimes
denominated his incommunicable, and the latter
his communicable, atiributes. The one class are
never -poasessed by created beings; but of the -
other, he imparts certain degrees to his creatures.
2. The Love of God, perhaps, strictly speak-
ing, would ot properly be classed with his attri-
butes, It composes the entire essence of his Moral
Nature. * Godis Love”(") *In the words‘ God
is Love,’ we have a perfoct portrait of the eternal
and incpmprehensible Jehoyah, drawn by his own
unerring hand. The mode of expression here
adopted differs materially from that usually em-
ployed by the inspired writers, in speaking of the
Divine perfections. They say, God is merciful,
God is just, God is holy. But never do they say,

(1) John iv. 14,
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God is mercy, God is justice, God is holiness. In
this instanece, on the contrary, the Apostle, instead:
of saying God is. loving, or. good, says, God is
Love—LOVE itself. By this expression we
must understand that God is all pure, unmixed
Love, and that the other moral perfections of his
character are only so many modifications of his
love. Thus, his justice, his mercy, his truth, his
faithfulness, are bui so many different names of
his love or goodness. As the light which pro-
ceeds from the sun may be easily separated into

many different colors, so the holy love of Gad,

which is the light and glory of his nature, may be
separated Into a variety of moral attributes and
perfections. But, though separated, they are still
LOVE. His whole nature and essence is LOVE.
His will, his word and his works, are LOVE, He

is nothing, can do nothing, but LOVE.”("): «It

has been well observed, that, although God is holy,
just, righteous, &:., he is never called holiness, .
justice, in the abstract, as he is here called LOVE.
This scems to be the essence of the Divine Na.
ture, and all other attributes to be only modifica-
tions of this.”(*)

3. While Love thus composes the essence or
substmtum of God’s nature, and &ll his moral at.

. (ls)' Dr. Edward Payson. (2) Dr. Adem Clarke on 1 John
iv, .
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iributes are but different developments of this
precious quality, it is not to bé supposed any oppo-
site principle exists in the Divine character. In
no actual sense can it be admitted that any of
man’s frailties, or evil passions, pertain to the
Most High, or influence him in his doings. The
Scriptures, it is true, in some instances, attribute
anger, wrath, hatred, jealousy, &c.,to the Creator,
These, however, in no sense, shauld be anderstood
literally, They were used by the divine writers,
in conformity with the highly metaphorical style
of composition in ancient times; and, according
to all enlightened biblical interpretation, should
be viewed merely as figurative representations of
Goal’s disapprobation of sin, and his purpose to
punish the puilty. .

4, It is important to understand clearly that
there is no conflict between the attributes of Je-
hovah. All act in & unity and harmony the most
perfect and beautiful. In an especial manner this
fact should be recognized in Tespect to his Justice
and Mercy. In some religious thegries these at-
tributes are placed in attitudes antagonistic to each
other; in their claims upon the guilty. Justice is,
supposed to demand a punishment which conflicts
with, and denies, the yearnings of Merey. Were
this true, discord would necessarily exist in the
Councils of Heaven. But this is an error to be
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studiou.sly avoided. When properly understood,
it will be. seen, that, in demanding the pumshment
of the guilty, Justice requires nothing that Mercy
is not willing to grant.

5. Why does Justice ngldly and strietly insist
that the ginful shall ‘be punished? 1. To vindi-
cate the integrity and vitality of God's government.
2, Topresent an example which shall deter others
from the commission of sinful deeds, 3. To pro-
mote the good of the guilty themselves, in turning
them from the practice of wickedness into the
paths of wisdom and righteousness, where alone
they can find true peace and happiness.(") These

beneflcent objects of punishment are entirely .
. sanetioned by Mercy. It forbids nothing the good-

of the erring demands. Hence it does not object
“that Justice should inflict upon each sinner such
amount of punishment as his degrees of guilt re-
quire, and as the above objects render necessary.
Where, then, is there opportunity for an exer-
cise of Mercy 2 ‘The énduring of the full amount
of punishment which he deserves does but balance
the account hetween Justice and the sinner. Tt
in' no way entitles him to the high blessings of
God, as a reward. But, having thus snffered ac-
cording to his demerits, and been brought to repent-

{1) See Heb, xii. 5—11.
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ance of his sins, Mercy then presents and
advocates his case, as one needing the care and
assistance of the heavenly Father; and God, who
« delighteth in mercy,” pours out the full streams
of his grace and goodness upon him forever !
"6, In creating the human race, God has en-
dowed them with a portion of his own attributes.
1t is from this source that they have received their
intellectual and moral capacities. Consequently,
in determining the influence which the attributes
of the Deity exert upon his character and proceed-
ings, we must judge by the influence which simi-
lar qualities exercise on men. The only ides to
be formed of God's justice, is by an understanding .
of the nature of this principle, as it is exerciséd
in the ordinary affairs of life. Our conceptions
of the love and goodness of the Creator, and of
" their effect upon him in his dealings with his crea-
tures, must necessarily be drawn from the natare
and influence of similar qualities, when resting in
the hearts of benevolent and conscientious men,
-There is no other possible method of approximat-
ing any tangible understanding of the nature of
the Almighty’s perfections. If love, kindness,
mercy, do not influence God in a manner similar
to the effect they prodice on inan, we can attain
to no intelligible idea of the operation of these
attributes in the Divine Nature.
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7. A clear apprehension of the attributes of
God is one of the most imporiant essentials to an
enlightened and satisfactory understanding of tne

"ultimate destiny of mankind. As Deity is an in-
telligent being, it is not to be supposed he deliber-
ately acts, in any given case, without alming to

- aecomplish some definite object, Hence, In cxeat-
ing mankind, he must have formed each soul for
some distinct and final condition, into which he
designed ultimately to bring them. The nature
of that condition can be determined by the char-
acter of God. As his nature is love —as good-
ness, beneficence, merey, ars atiributes belonging to
him, and influencing him — the ultimate state for
which he made his creatures, must be one which
accords with these perfections. In other words,
it must be one fully securing the final holiness and
ha.ppmess of all the souls he has formed.

‘8. Having created for this worthy and benefi-
cent purpose, his infinite wisdom enabled him to
mature a well-digested and perfect plan of opera-
tions for its successful and triumphant accorplish-
ment. Howsver complicated or inadequate this
plan may appear to our limitedcapacities — how
ever numerous the processes it involves, and the
agencies it: employs — however protracted and

- numerous the stages through which it carries the

souls whose ultimate good it is operating to se-
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cure — yet, it being God’s plan, formed in the
light of a wisdorh which cannot err, it must be
fully and perfecily adequate to accomplish the end
for which it was devised. And the power of the
Almighty being omnipotent and irresistible, both
physically and morally, he is enabled to earry for-
ward his wisely arranged plan, for the fina] hap-
piness of all his creatures, to a victorious and
infinitely perfect completion. To the same degréee
that wen have enlightened conceptions of the
atiributes of the Holy One, will their confidence
increase, that s desiiny, so honorable to God, and
so hopeful to man, awaits all the offspring he has
been pleased to usher into existence. :

QUESTIONS ON LESSON IHI.

1. How may God’s attributes be elassified ! What
are his Natural atiributes? What are his Moral attri-
. butes? ''What are they sometimes denominated?
Which does he communicate to his creatures ?

2. Can the love of God be classed with his atiri-
butea? What does it compose! How does John
deseribe Glod?  What have we in the words ¢ God is
love ¥ - Does this mode of expression differ from that
usually empioyed by the divine writers?! How do they
usnally speak of God! In what manner does the
Apostle express himself T What are we to understend -
by this langnage? What are God’s justice, mercy,
truth, &ec. ¥ Kow is the love of God described I
comparison with light? What are his will, his word

3
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and his works? What is he, and what esn he do?
‘What are all the other attributes? o

3. Can any principle opposite to love exist in the
Creator ¥ Do man’s frailties or passions pertain to
God? What do the Seriptures, n some instances,
attribute to God?  Should these expressions be under-
gtood in a literal sense? Tlow were they used by the

. divine writers? In what light should they be viewed ?

4. Do the attributes of Jehovah conflict with each
other? How do they act? Is this especially the case
with Justice and Merey?  In what attitudes are these
attributes placed, in some theories! What is Justice
supposed to demand? ‘What would be the result of
such & demand? What does Justiee require?

5. Does Justice rigidly insist that the sinful shall
be punished? What is the first reason for it? What
the second? The third? Does Merey sanction these
objects of punishment? To what does Meroy not
object! In what position does the enduring of all the
punishment he justly deserves leave the sinner? Does
it entitle him to the blessings of Glod, as a reward?
‘What does Mercy then do for him? What effeet does
Es a{%vocacy of the repenting sinner’s case have upon

od?

6. ‘With what has the Creator endowed the human
vace? How can the influence which God’s attributes
exert upon him be détermined? How can we form
any idea of the nature of his Justice? From what can
wa form our conceptions of the manner in which he is
infleenced by his love and gooduess? If no concep-
tion of the influence of God’s atributes on him can
be conceived by the effeet of similar prineiples in the
hearts of men, how are we left? -

. 7. 'What is essential to an ehlightened undersiand-
Ing of the destiny of mankind? Is it to be su%n ozed
Deity acts without a definite object? Why not? For
what must he have formed each human soul? How
can the-nature of that condition be determined? With
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what must their ultimate condition accord? What
must that condition bel

8. What did God’s wisdom enable him to do, in
regard to man’s final condition? May some parts of
this plan appear to us complicated and protracted?
Yet what must be itsa nature? What is the character
of God’spower? What does it enable him tede? In
what degree do we have confidence in the ultimate -
holiness and happiness of all men ?
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LESSON IV.
'IHE GOVERKMENT OF GOD.

1. Haivine crented-man in his own image, and
made him dependent for life and all things, God
exercises a supervision or government over him,
In its true accepiation, government is but another
word for order, harmeny and protection. The gov-
ernment of God is simply the enforcing a class of
rules and regulations upon imelligent beings, for
the purpose of promoting the highest good of all
who are called to ohey. All legitimate govern.
ment -—all genuine authority to exercise dominion
and demand obedience —rests on the protection,
the safeguard, the benefits it extends to those who
are required to yield compliance with its mandates.
A government which fails to protect its subjects, ox
to promote their highest inferests, is an illegal
usurpation of power —a tyranny, against which
rebellion would be justifiable and commendable.

. 2. Every human government professes to
admit these principles ; and all good governments
serupulously base their acts upon them. They
recognize their subjects as possessing * certain
inalienable rights, among which are Life, liberty,
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and the pursuif: of happiness.” They guamntee
tham the exercise of these rights— protect .their
lives and property, and promete their welfare in a
great variety of ways. On this ground solely, of
favors bestowed, and benefits imparted, do govern-
ments rightfully demand obedience; and on this
‘ground alone can they legitimately inflict punish-
ment, Nor do these obligations of government
cease when its subjects become deserving of
punishment through disobedience. Although, in
becoming guilty, they have temporarily forfeited
a large class of their privileges, yet government
recognizes them as still possessing certain rights
intimately connected with their good. Even while
incareerating them in prison, as a penalty for their
crimes, the government feels under obligation to
feed, and clothe, and shelter them —1to protect
them against assault and cruely —and to provide
them healing cordials and kind attendance, when
sickness preys upon them,

8. These principles in earthly governments are
emanations from the Divine government. It is
because the Creator, in his mora] government; his
laws, eommandments and pregepts, designs solely
to promote the permanent and highest good of
every human being, that he demands the implicit

. obedience of all. It is on the same ground that
he inflicts his punishments on the disobedient.
3%
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Pupishment on any other principle than' the
emendation and benefit of the punished, as well
as the.salutary influence it exercises on.those who
witness it, would be the sheerest revenge and the
basest eraelty. Were the Supreme Sovereign io
place a dependent creature, whether for punish-

“ment or any other cause, in a condition whera he

would be removed beyond the reach of his support
and his blessing —- where the protection, the bene-
fit, for which government is established, would be
denied -—such a creature would be ahsolved: from
allegiance to God, and from all obligation to chey
him, To continus punishing, under such circurn-
stances, would be an arbitrary and tyrannical exer-

. cise of brute power, When the protection and

benefit, for which government is established, ceases
hfregard to any being, then all obligation to obey,
and all right to punish, must also cease. In the
fact, therefore, that Deity will forever exercise a
just government over all mankind, and require
them to.obey its Jaws, is found the most perfect
assurance thatall men will forever receive protec-
tion, support, and the most important benefits, at
his bands. _

4. The Creator having established his moral
government for the purpose of permanently secur-

~ ing the highest good of every being called to obey, ~

itie.nof:to be supposed he would incorporate in it:
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a principle or process which would defeat this
great primal object, in vegard to any of his crea-
tures. Henee it cannot be possible that he enacted
an endless penalty to be administered for a viola-
tion of his statutes. Such a penalty could assur.
edly be of no benefit to those who endure it.
‘Waere it to beinilicted on countless millions, whom
God designed jo protect and bless by his govern-
ment; the operations of that very government
would prove an infinite evil. It is not to be admit-
ted that a clear-sighted and wise God wounld act
jn so blind a manyer. Designing his government
for the good of all, so far from adopting any pro-
cess which he foresaw would defeat that design, he
would be especially cauntious to have every meas-
ure connected with it, or growing out of it, of such
& nature a3 would aid to the attainment of the
end aimed at.

B, All 'government for the control of imper-
fect:cxeatures, nrust necessarily have incorporated
within i, a system of Rewardsand Punishments,
to give efficacy to its enactments. Such a system
pertaing to the government of God. Fach human
being receives, in the operation of that govein.
ment, an ample reward, without failure, for all the
good deeds he performs.  And with equal certainty
he is justly punished for every sinful act, word or
thought, of which he is the author. A limited
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punishment, inflicted with unfailing certainty, must
be much more effieacionsand restraining, than the
threatening of an endless punishment, with an
abundant opportunity for escape. The formeris the
penalty which Glod has established for a violation
of his laws.

6. That his punishments are certain, he hag
assured us through his revealed word. — # Though
hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpun-
~ ished.”(*} The evidence that his punishments are
limited, is equally emphatie, as furnished in the
language of his inspired prophet.— % For a small
mornent have I forsaken thee, but with great met-
cies will I gather thee. In alittle wrath I hid my
face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting
kindness will I have mexcy on thee, saith the Lord
thy Redeemer.”(*) I will not contend forever,
neither will I be always wroth : for the spirit
should fail before me, and the souls which I have
made.”(*) Thathis punishments are emendﬁtory',
resulting in the reformation and restoratwn of
those who endure them, we have the testimony of
St. Paul. — «For they [earthly parents] verﬂy,
for a few days, chastemed us after their own
pleasure ; but he, for our profit, that we might be
partakers of his holiness. Now, no chastening,

(1) Prov. xi. 21. (2) Isa, liv, 7, 8. (3} Isa, lvii, 16. See
so Lam, iil. 51—as. ‘
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for the present, seemeth to be joyous, but grievous;
nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable
fruit of righteousness unto them which are exer-
cised thereby.”(!) Punishment administered with-
out any reference to the good of the guilty, and
without the slightest view o their reformation,
would be but sheer retalintion. This base
passion cannot be supposed te actuate {he holy
Father of spirits in his dealings with his offspring.
He has forbidden man the exercise of such emo-.
tions. Has the Deity established for himself a
principls of action below thai which he has
enjoined on his creatures ?

7. There are certain passages of Secripture,
where the words © everlasting,” * eternal,” * for-
ever,” &c., are applied to punishment, which are
coustrued by some religionists to teach the literal
endlessness of God’s chastisements. ,This con-
struction arises from the want of discrimination
in understanding these words, The Greek words
alonion and sionios, from which everlasting, eter-
nal, &c., are translated, when applied to God and
his attributes, signify endless duration. Butitis
also well' known that the same words, when
applied to anything not having in itself the prop-
erty of endlessness, may, and often do, have a

(1) Heb. xii. 10, 11,
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limited meaning. The Bible abounds with in-
stances of this deseription. It speaks of cortein
individuals being bondmen forever(") Of the Pags-
over being an ordinance forever.(*) Ofthe everfgst-
ing hills.(*) An everlasting priesthood.() An

. everlasting statute,(®) &c. In these, and many

other cases, the words everlasiing and forever, are

" used in a limited sense. In one instance, © forever”

is used to signify but three dags.() Punishment
being in its nature emendatory and limited, these
words, and all other forms of expression, when

‘applied to it, are to be received as signifying a

limited time.(")

8. . There is a difference of opinion among
Universzalists in regard to the duration of punish-
ment. Unitedin the distinetive and sublime doe-

_irine of the fina] purification and happiness of all

souls, there is the utmost freedom of opinion
among them on minor points, All Universalists -
believe that God's punishments are administered
for holy and beneficent purposes — that they com-
mence the moment sin is committed, or a wicked
purpose coneeived — and that they will result in .
tho reformation and- restoration of those who
endure them.. One class, however, believe that

(1) Lev, xxv. 46.. (2) Ex. xii. (.‘:‘&]Gen =lix, 28,
Sl) Iix. xl. 15. (5% Ley. xvi. 34. I}Jtm ii. 6. (7) Ses
alfowr’s Becond Inguiry, Forbes' Universalisi's Assistant,
Whittemore’s Guide to ruversahsm, Palge’s Salections,
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punishment accomplishes its work in this life;
another elass believe it extends to a future state
of existence. It forms no part of the fajth of the
former class, that any man will enter heaven until
he has been punished for all his sins, and is fully
prepared for that high abode. 'But it is believed

- that the scenes of the resurrection will effect a
transforming work on all who arise from the dead ;
purifying their hearts, enlightening their under-
standings, and fitting them, in all respects, for the
happiness of heaven. _

9, The latter class entertain the belief that
the consequences of men’s deeds in this life, both
good and evil, will be extended te another world.
They are not prepared to admit that a good man and
a depraved wretch, on entering a higher existence,
will be in 2 condition, either mentally or morally,
mmmediately to mingle in the same scenes, and
participate in the same enjoyments. It is not their
opinion that physical stripes, or any gross and
brutal tortures, will be inflicted hereafter. But
they believe that all men will be subjected to a
salutary, enlightening, purifying discipline, as their
moral condition may require when f:hey leave the
earth — through the influence of which they will
ke elevated from one degree of light, holiness and
happiness, to‘another, until all, at length, attain to
Eh'e full development and exercise of the moral,
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religious and intellectual capacities with which
they have been endowed by their Creator. This
will be the summit of happiness — Heaven!

QUESTIONS ON LESSON 1V.

1. What does God exevcise over man? 'What is
government? What is the government of God? On
what, does all legitimate government rest?! What is
the character of a government which fails to promote
the interests of its subjects? What would be jos-
tifiable againat such a government?

2. What do good earthly governments profess?
What do they recognize their suhjects as possessing T
‘What do they guarantee them! On what ground do
they demand obedience and infliet punishment? Do
the obligations of government cease, on account of dis-
obedience ? In becoming guilty, what have the disobe-
dient temporarily forfeited? What does government
recognize them as siill possessing? What does it do
for them while inearcerating them in prison ?

3. From what are these prineiples in earthly gov-
ernment emanations!  On what principle does God
demand the ohedience of men? On what ground does
he inflict punishment? What would punishment be, on
any other prinviple? What would absolve » cveature .
from all obligation to obey God? What would it be to
continue punishing, under any such civcumstances?
‘When does the obligation to obey, and the Tight to

" punish, cease?” 'What is found in the fact that Deity
will forever exercise a just government over all men ?

4. For what has God established his moral govern-
ment ! What would not the Creator incorporate in his
%ovemment? Has he enacted an endless penalty?

ould such a penaltybe any benefit to those who en-
dured it! What would be the effect of its infliction?
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Is it to be admitted God would act in such & mamer?
Why not? What measures would he ba cautious te
adopt? .

5. What must all governments necessarily have
ineorporated within them? - For what purpose are .
rewards and punizhments? Does sueh a system per-
tain to God's govesnment?! What does each human
being receive in the operation of that government?
How does the threatening of a certain limited punish-
ment eompare in efficacy with that of an uneertain
endless-punishment? Which has God ‘established as
the penalty for a violation of his laws?

6. What has God assured us, through his revealed.
word? Repeat the quotation from Proverbs. Is there
equal evidence that his punishments sre limited?
What is the language of Tsaiah? Repeat the passage
in Lamentations, gl’o what does St Paul testify?
‘What are his words ! ‘What is said of punishments ad-
minjstered without reference to the benefit and amend-
ment of the guilty ' Can such a passion actuate God ¢
What has he forbidden man? What question is asked
in reference to the Deity? What do you reply?

7. What words are found in certain passages of
Seripture?! How are they consirued by some religion-
jsta? From what does this construction arise? Whas
do @ionion and gionies signify when applied to God and .
his attributes ?  What is their signification when
applied to anything not having in itself the property
of endlessness? What specimens does the Bible fur-
nish of the meaning of forever and everlasting? How
are these words used in the cases cited? . 'What length
of time does * forever? signify in Jonah? What ig
the nature of punishment ¥ Does it contain in its
nature any property of endlessness? What duration
should be given to the words everlasting, forever, and
eternal, when applied to punishment?

8. On what subject is there a difference of opinjon
among Universalists? In what are they united? In
regard to what do -they allew freedom of opinton?

4 .
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‘What do all Universalists helieve?  What is the belief
of one class in regard to the duration of punishment ?
‘What is the belief of another class? What is it that
forms no part of the faith of the former class? What
do they believe of the resurrection? What helief is
entertained by the latter class? What are they tof
prepared to admit? What is their opinion in regard
to gross and brutal torfures? What kind of diseipline
do they believe all men will be subjected to hereafter ¢
What will be its influence upon them? To what will
-all at length attain? ‘What will this be to them?



PART SECOND.
OF CHRIST. '

LESSON V.,

HIS PRE-EXISTENCE AND EXALTATION,

1.. A mpuer in the preéxistence of Christ, is
not necessarily involved in the faith of a Univer-
‘salist, . There is a diversity of views prevailing
in the denomination on this subject. Some are
of the opinion that his being commenced at his
birth in the manger at Bethlehem, There are
others, however, who believe that he had a pre-
vious existence. According to their views, Jesus
was the first created of all beings formed by the

~ Almighty. Long ages before his advent on earth —
before our world was formed — he existed in glory |
with his Father, and engaged as his agent in the
execntion of vast works of wisdom and beneficence.
This view exhibits the love and the merit of
Christ in the clearest possible light— in that he
was willing to leave his high position amid light
and glory,and take upon himself the form of man,
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and suffer and die, to proclaim and establish his
gospel on earth,

2, The Scriptures afford strong confirmation
of this theory, They describe Jesus as “the
* beginning: of - the creation of God.”("}  As the
agent by which, the Father makes and supports
worlds, and all things within them. “ God, who
at sundry times, and in divers manners, spake in /
time past unto the fathers, by the prophets, hath
- in these last days spoken unto ms by his Son,
- whom he hath appointed heir of all things; by
whorn, also, he made the worlds, Who, being
the brightness of his glory, and the express image
of his person, and upholding all things by the
word of his power, when he had by himself
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high.”(*} “No man hath ascended
up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven,
even the Son of Man, which is in heaven.”(%)
“This is one of the many passages in which it
seems plainly-taught, that Jesus was, by nature,
more than man, and that he existed in glory before
Le appeared on earth,”(") “ Verily, verily, I say
untp you, before Abraham was, I am.”(%) . That
is, my existence has its origin from a period before
Abraham was born.  This testimony seems

‘Rev. iii. 14. (2) Heh. i. 1—3. (3) Jobn ui 18,
(4) ge's Commentary. (5} John-viii. 58.. :
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conelusive thet our Liord existed before he appeared
in the flesh. He does not assert that he had
existed from eternity ; nor does he here, or else-
where, as some have wrongly understood, assert
himself to be the supreme God of the universe.
But I confess myself utterly unable to interpret
this declaration in any fair manner, so that it shall
be consistent with the fancy that he was a mere
an, bori as others, and that he had no conscious

-existence until nearly two thousand years after

Abraham was born and gathered again to his

fathers. Certainly, the most natural interpreta-
tion is, that he existed before Abraham.”(")

3. “Icame forth from the Father, and am
come into the world. Again, I leave the world
and go to the Father. His disciples said unto
him, Lo, now spealkest thou plainly, and spealest
no proverb. Now are we sure that thou knowest
all things, and needest not that any man should
ask thee. By this we believe that thou camest
forth from God.”(*) «In this verse I understand
our Lord distinetly to assert his predsistence. . .
The meaning may be expressed thus: I came
from heaven, the place where the Divine presence
is peculiarly manifested, into this world, or to the
earth; again, I depart from the earth, and return

(1} Paige’s Commentaty. (2) John xvi, 26—30.
. A% ’
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to heaven.("} ¢ And, now, O Father, glorify
thou me with thine own self, with the glory which

1. had with thee before the world was”(®) «1
Xnow not how the preéxistence of our Lord could
be more forcibly asserted, nor how this passage
can be explained consistently with hiz simple -

humanity.- Talen 1o connection with John xvi, 28,

this passage seems to afford conelisive proof that

Jesus came forth from the Father, from a state of
glory, when he came into this world ; and as he

was.about fo leave the world, he prays that he

might be rainstated in his former glory, in the
presence of the Father.”() '
4. The position occupied by the Redeemer i

.of the most exalted degree. Under God it is im-
possible to assign him a place too high. Farabove

man — above principalities and powers — above
cherubim anderaphim, angels and archangels —
hie stands next in rank to the Almighty himself.
The Scriptures assert this fruth in the most ems
phatic manner, They represent him as being at
the right hand of God, the most distinguished post
of honor-in the universe — the highest mark of
respect Jehovah can hestow. ¢ According to the
working of his mighty power, which he wrought
in-Christ; when he raised him from the dead, and

i (1) Paige’s Commentary. {2} John xvil. 5.
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sat him at his own right hand in the heavenly.
~ places; far above all principality, and power, and
might, and dominion, and every name that is
"named, not only in this world, but also in that
which is to come. And hath put all things under
his feet, and gave him to be the head over all
things to the church, which is his body, the falness
of him that filleth all in @l,”(‘} The Scriptures
declare him to be “the Lord of glory "(*) — the
+“Lord of all”(®}) —and “ over all, God Dblessed,
forever,”(*) He has been clothed with all power
[i.e.,abundance of power] in heaven and earth ;%)
and will reign over men, until everything at enmity
with, their spiritual good shall be removed — until
all shall bow in willing and cheerful submission,
and become the happy subjects of his gospel king-
dom. (") : :
5. Receiving these exalted honors at the hand of
God, and in view of all the services he has already
tendered, and will yet render the human race, it
is but reasonable that men should render divine
homage to the Captain of their Salvation. While
ascribing glory to God in the Aighest— while
making the Father the supreme object of worship,
as the first. great Cause of all good — adoration
and thanksgiving, in a secondary degree, shonld

(1) Eph, i.°19-—23, (2}1 Cor. il. 8. (3) Acts x. 36,
(4) Rom. ix. 5. {5} Matt. xxviil: 18. (6} 1 Cor. xv. 27, 28,
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most assuredly be given to Jesus Christ. As the
instrument, chosen and aneinted of God, through
whom he sends our most prized and cherished
blessings — as the faithful Shepherd who died for
the flock —as the Mediator by whom we are
brought into reconciliation with the Father-—
Jesus has the strongest claims on our remembrance
and gratitude, and voca‘ praise should ascend to
him from every human tongue.

6. Nor need there be a doubt as to the pro-
priety or legitimacy of divine homage rendered to
Christ. The New Testament warrants such an
homage, and abounds with examples. “Grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now

‘and forever, Amen('} The angels of God

were commanded to worship him.  « Being made
so much better than the angels, as he hath by
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than
they. For unto which of the angels said he, at
any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begot-
ten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father,
and he shall be to me a Son? * And again, when
he bringeth in the first begotten inte the world,
he saith, And let all the angels of God worship
him.”(*) Shall man neglect to praize him whom

{1) 2 Pet, iii. 18. (2) Heb. i. 4—6.

-
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angels worship 2 . The Apostle declares that ulti-
mately every intelligent being in heaven and
earth shall engage in acts of homage to Christ,
as Lord, and which shall be, at the same time, to
_the glary of God. ¢ Wherefore God also hath
highly exalted him, and given him a name which
is above every names that at the name of Jesus
every lmee should bow, of things in heaven, and
things in earth, and things under the earth; and
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”(') We
shall all-bow before' Christ in higher worlds, and
confess hiin and worship him as Liord, to the glory
of the Father; and why should we.not do so in the
“present life 2.

7. The namé of Christ is associated with that
of God innamerous places in the New Testamend,
in involdng hlessings,and ascribing praise and-wor.
ship, “ Grace to you, and peace from God our
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ”(®) ¢ Peace
be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God -
the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.”() «To
God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ,
forever. Amen.”("} The martyr, Stephen, when
put to death, expired, © calling upon “God, and
saying, Liord Jesus, receiife my' spirit.”(*) «“And

(1) Phil. i. 9—11, (@) Rom. & ¥, (3) Eph. vi. 23,
{4) Rom. xvi. 27. (5) Acts vil. 59.
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I beheld, and heard the voice of many angels
round about the throne, and the beasts, and the
elders.” And the number of them was ten thou-
sand times ten thousand, and thousands of thou-
sands; saying, with a loud voice, Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches,
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, -
and blessing. And every creature which is in
heaven,-and on the earth, and under the earth,
and such as are in the sea,and all thatare in them,
heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory,
and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the
- throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever.”(!)

QUESTIONS ON LESSON V.

1. Isa belief in the preéxistence of Christ neces-
sarily involved in Universalism? Is there a diversity
of views on this subject? What opinion is entertained
by some? WWhat do others helieve?! According to
their views, when was Jesus created? When did he

" exist with his Father? Tn what did he eng%e, as his
agent? What does this view exhibit? hat was
Christ willing to do? _
2. Do the Scriptures afford confirmation of this
theory ! How do they describe him? Do they speak
' of him as an agent of God, and for what? What does
St. Parl say of him in Hebrews? What is said in
John? What seems plainly taught in this passage?
‘What did Jesus say of his existence before Abraham?

{1} Rev. v. 11—13.
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What do you understand by this language? Did he
assert that he existed from eternity, or that he is God 7
What is said of a fair interpretation of this language?
‘What is the most natural interpretation? )

*° 3. Tromwhence did Jesus declare he came when he
entered the world? What did his diseiples say in
reply? What should Christ be wnderstood as meaning ?

hat prayer did the Saviour put up to his Father? -
‘What does this passage prove ! In what did he pray
he might be reinstated ?

4. 'What is the position occupied by the Redeemer ?
Tnder whom is it impossible to assign him a place too
high? What is his rank, in comparison with men and
angels? Do the Scriptures moeintein this visw? How
do they represent Christ? What is the highest mark
of respect God ean bestow on His Son? ow is the
exaltation of Jesus described in Ephesians T What is
he styled in st Corinthians ¢ In Acts? Tn Romans?
‘What does he say of his power in Matthew?! How
does St. Paul describe his reign in 1st Corinthians? @

5, In view of the honors Christ receives at the hand
of God, and of his serviees in onr behalf, what should
we render to him?  Who should be made the supreme
ohject of worship! To whom should adoration and
thanksgiving be, given in a secondary degree? For
what has Jesus the strongest claims on our remems-
‘brance and gratitude? ’

6. Need there be any deubt as to the propriety of
rendering divine homage to Christ? "What does the
New Testament warrant?! What aseription is made
to Jesus in 2d Peter? What were the angels com-
manded to do? Repeat the langnage of the Apostie
in Hebrews. What effect should the examples of the
angels have upon us? What does St. Paul declare
gvery intelligent being shall ultimately do? Repest
the quotation from Philippians. Oughs we not to ven-
der the same homage to the Son of God in this world
that we expect to hercafter ?
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7. How is the name of Christ frequently associated -
with that of God 'in the New Testament? What form
of asoription iz quoted from Romans?! What from
Ephesians? What from Bomans again? To whom
did the martyr Stephen ecommend his spirit? Repeat
the quotation from Revelations.

~
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LESSON VI
© THE MISSION OF CHRIST.

1. Tue originating and prosecuting of clearly
defined plans, is one of the chief characteristics of
intelligent beings. "The brute creation act from
jnstinet, they know not why, The proceedings
of creatures endowed with intelloctual and moral
capacities are In‘actordance with designs previ-
ously matured, and alming at the accomplishment
of some definite purpose. In all important trans-
actions, their proceedings are but the filling up of
an outline, already sketched in the mind, and
kept constantly In view, as the work progresses,

2. It may safely be assumed, on principles
involved in the- foregoing reflections, that Jesus
Christ, in taking upon himself the office of Medi-
ator between God and men, designed o effect
some distinet object ; some clearly defined purpose.
It may also be assumed that, in prosecuting his
work, he acted according to a wise and perfect
plan, which had been previously matured in the

. counsels of heaven. To deny, or doubt these

positions — to imagine the Redeemer entered upon
his mission without a well-digested and efficient
)
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plan of operations, or without a knowledge of the
extent to which he could prosecute it, or in igno-
yance of the degree of success that wonld attend
him —- would be to charge him, virtzally, with a
less amount of intelligence and foresight than is
ordinarily possessed by man.
' 3. What was the natare of Churist's mission ?
What work did he undertake to accomplish? He
came not to destroy, but to save. Luke ix. 56,
"This is indicated by his name, Jesus; Le.,a
Sawviewr. The object of his mission was to save
sinners. A being who s not a sinner stands in
no need of salvation, being already saved. The
work of the Redeemer is thus confined to one
“class — the sinful. The declarations of Clirist,
and the Apostle Paul, are positive and conclusive
on this point. ' When Jesus heard it, he saith
unto them, They that are whole have no need of
the physizian, but they that are sick. 1 came not -
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”(")
« This iz a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners; of whom [ am chief.”(%)
To insist that Jesus will not save the sinful, at
any time, in any world where sinners may exist;
or under any circumstances, on their repentance,
is to charge him with refusing or failing to do the

(1) Mark ii. I, (2) 1 Tim, i, 15,
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.woﬂ: he came to accomplish. To contend that
the sinful, 'in any state of existence, will be placed,
by the fiat of Giod, beyond the reach of salvation,
or forced into a condition where repentance and
reformation will be out of their power, is to
attribute to Him the folly of thwarting the great
and benevolent undertaking he had empowerad
his Son to complete.

4. From what was Christ commissioned to
save mankind? Not from punishment justly dus
for sins commifted. The Seriptures present no
such view of salvation. Punishment should not
be confounded with revenge. Tt iz not an inflic-
tion of torture on the guilty, simply because they
have done wrong, This would be the hasest
retaliation, The punishments of the Almighty
are administered on a higher and holier principle.
The primary object is to bring men to repentance,
reformation, and holinesz. Heb. xil. 5—11, While
effecting this objeet, it is designed alzo to operate
as an example, to deter those who witness it from
giving way to temptation and sin, Such being
the purpose for which punishment is inflieted on
the sinful, to save them from it, would be to their
manifest ‘injury, rather than their bemefit, It
would be iilke saving the sicl from partaking of
medicing, vitally essential to their restoration to
health, or from a painful surgical operation neces-
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sary to preserve life. From the fact that punijsh-
ment is designed for the reformation of the wicked,
God has allowed no possible escape from its
inflietion. Prov. xi. 21, Col. iil. 25, Isa. iii, 11,
Any system of theology which teaches that Christ
came to save from deserved punishment— thus
virtually ipstructing men that they can sin with
impunity to any extent, and still escape .all the
penalty denbunced against it— must necessarily
be defective, both theoretically and practically.
It riot only contradicts the plainest assertions of
God’s word, but acts as a direct and positive
encouragement to sinful practices.

5. The salvation which Jesus came to effect
for men, is from sin.  “ Thou shalt call his name
" Jesus; for he shall save his people from their
sing.”(") It is from wickedness ifsell — from
that darkened, ignorant, alienated etate of mind
and heart, in which men fall into sin-—that the
Redeemer saves them. “Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world (%)
«It is to be observed that John does not say he
¢ taketh away the punishment which men deserve,”
but he *taketh away the sin of the world’ It
would be comparatively a light and trivial blessing,
to remit punishment, and yet leave men in a
state of sinfulness., But to eradicate evil from

(1}Matt, 1. 20, (2) John 1. 28,
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their hearts, to purify them from sin, to make
them holy, to make them partakers of the Divine
nature and childten of God in spirit—this is a
blessing worthy of Him who imparts it, and
deserving the everlasting gratitude of those who
receive it.”(")

6. How many of the human 1ace was the
Redeemer sent to save? There can be no better
gource of information on this point than the word
of the Most High., The information which this
affords is of the most explicit and satisfactory
character. *God sent not his Son into the world
to-condernn the world ; but that the world through
him might be saved,”¥) “I came not to judge
the world, but to save the world.”() “We have
seen and do testify, that the Father sent the
Son to be the Saviour of the world."(*) * Behold
the Lamb of Giod, which taketh away the sin of
the world !”(®) These quotations establish the
fact thatthe entive world, the whole human race,
are included in the number whom Christ came to
save. This truth is confirmed by a great variety
of other passages.  St. Paul asserts that « He died
forall.”(") He tasted « death for every man,”{"} He
« gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in

(1} Paige’s Commentary. }E{Jn}m i, t7. (3} John Xii.

47, (4) i John iv. 14, (5) n i 29. (6) 2 Cor. v. 15.

(7) Heb. ii. :
5%
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_ due time.”(") % And he is the propitiation for our
sins; and not for owss only, but also for the sins
of the whole world.”(*).

7. The Son of God was sent to save all men,
This position is established, beyond controversy,
in the mind of every individual who will yield to
the decision of the Scriptures, This is the most
exalied view that can be taken of the work of
Christ. It presents his mission in a light caleu-
lated to excite the highest admiration and joy in
men and angels. _

8 Will the Redeemer succeed in this greatest
and hest of works? A firm and enlightened faith
in Jesus necessarily leads to a belief that he will,
To doubt his success, is to be involved in the
unbelief and faithlesspess which the Bible so point-
edly condemns.  In ovder to be a heliever in the
Bon of God, in the gospel sensc of that duty, it is
necessary fo believe not only that he is able and
willing to save us individually, but that he is able,
and willing, and faithful to complete the work His
Father sent Him to do—1. e., 1o save all mankind.

To fall short of this belief, is to exercise a wealt,
and unseriptural faith in the Saviour, If the

. Redeemer does not succeed in saving the weoxld, -
his expectations, will be forevel frustrated and

(1) 1 Tim, i, 6. (2) 1 Jobn ii. 2.
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overthrown, For he would not undertake such a
work unless he confidently believed he should ba
able to accomplish it. Moreover, should he fail,
we must believe God himself would be disap-
pointed.. In sending his Son fo save all men, he
must have entertained an expectation that he
would succeed. Would he divect his = first
begotten ™ to accomplish a work which he knew
could not be done ?

9, There can be no legitimate reason assigned
against the stccess of Christ, in his mission to
save all mankind, It cannot be urged that he
has not a sufficiency of power.  “IHe whom God
hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God
giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. . The
Father Joveth the Son, and hath given all things
into his hands.™(") “Jesus came and spake unto
them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth.”(*) « It pleased the Father that in
him should all fulness dwell.”(®) If any more
testimony is needed on this point, it is found in
the declaration of St. Paul, in which he asserts
that God himself s codperating with his Son in
completing this worlc ~ * God was in Christ, ree-
onciling the world unto himself, not imputing
their trespasses unto them.”(*) Neither can it

(4)(1) éohn iiil.gse;, 35, (2) Matt, xxviit. 18. (3) Col. L. 19
2 Cor. v. 10,

?
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‘be wrged that Christ will not succeed in saving
all, because some are not willing to be saved.
This unwillingness proceeds from their ignorance
and blindness to their own highest welfare. To
Temove such ignorance and blindness from. the
minds of the sinfal, is precisely the work Jesus
was commissioned to execate. IHence, to insist
that he cannot save men hecause they are not
willing 40 be saved, is It asserting that he cannot
do his work, becavse it needs to be done. The
Scriptares instruct us, that man's will shall present
no obstacls to the ultimate success of the Redeemer.
“Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy
power. (")

10. Fhe word of God affords the most positive
evidence of the ultimate suecess of Christ in com-
pleting his work of Universal Salvation. *He
shall see of the travail of his sou}, and shall be
satisfied.”() “My meat [purpose, pleasure] is
to do the will of him that sent me, and te finish
his work.”{®) What was the work God sent him
to do? The Father sent the Son fo he the
Saviour of the world.”(") Can Christ finish this
work unless the world is finally saved? Jesus
came to do the will of Him that sent him, What
is God’s will? God “will have all men to be

1) Ps. ex. 3. (2 Isa, Wi 11 (2) Jobn iv. 84, (&) 1
Jobmgpia™ 5 (8 Teau L 1L (@) Johm @
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saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth.”()
Hlow can the Redeemer do the will of God
without saving all men ?

11. The trinmphant success of the Son of God,
in bringing all men into willing' and joyful sub-
jection to his reign, is explicitly asserted in the
following passages: « Wherefore God hath highly
exalted him, and given him a name which is
above every name; thatat the name of Jesus,
, every kaee should bow, of things in heaven, and
things in earth, and things under the earth; and
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”(®)
% Then cometh the end, when he shall have deliv-
ered up the kingdom to God, even the Father;
when he shall have put down all rule, and afl
authority and power. For he must reign till he -
hath put all enemies under his feet. [Until he
hath overcome everything at enmity with' man’
reformation and reconcibiation.] The last enemy
that shall be desiroyed is death, * % % And
when all things shall be subdued umte him, then
shall the Son also himself be subject unto Him
that put all things under him, that God may be all
inall”(®) Here is a sublime description of the
final condition of all mankind. God shall, event-

" (1)1Tim. i 4. {2) Phil il 9—11. (3)1 Cor. xv. 2428,
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ually, through the reign of Christ, become “all *
in all souls? .

QUESTIONS ON LESSON VI,

1. What is one of the chief characteristies of intel-
11 ent beings? How do the brute ereation sct?  'With

what are the proceedings of intellectual creatures in
aecordance ! 'What ave their proceedings in all import-
ant transactions?

2. What may be assmmed of Christ in taking the
office of Mediator?! How may it also be assumed that
hesaeted? What would be the effect of denying thesa
propositions ! Can it be sapposed Jesus would com-
mence his mission without a well-digested plan of
operations : or in mnnra.nr'e of the suceess that would
attend him ?

3. Did Christ come to destroy? What was the
nature of his work? What does his name, * Jesus,”
signify? Whom did he design to save? Do those
who are not sinful need salvation? What is their
condition? To what elass is the work of the Redsemer
confined? What is said of the declarations of Christ
and St. Paul? What is the language of Jesuvs:in
Mark? What did the Apostle deciare to be a faithful
saying?! What did St. Paul style himself? What
did Jesus come into the world to do? Whai is the
effect of insisting that Christ will not save simners in
any world, or under any eircumstances, on their
repentance! What would he attributing to God the

folly of thwarting the underta]cmg he had empowered -

his Son to complete?

4.. Was the Redeemer commissioned to save man-
kind from punishment! Do the Seriptures present
such a view of shlvation? With what should not pun~
ishment be confounded? Is it gimply an infliction of

A
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torture on the guillty? ‘What would this be? On
what prineiple are the punishments of the Almighty
administered? What Is the primary objeci of his
unighments? What is the passage referred to in
ehrews? What other object has God in his punish-
ments ! What would be the effect of saving the guilty
from punishment? What would it be like? Does
(God allow any escape from punishment? What are
the passages referred to in Proverbs, Colossians and
! Tsaiah T Why is no escape from punishment permit-
ted? What must be the nature of any system of theol-
ogy which teaches that Christ came to save from
deserved punishment? What doss such a system
virtually iostroet men? 'What does it contradiet?
How does it act? )

5. What does Jesus save men from? What is the
passage quoted from Maithew? In what other words
is the nature of salvation described ! - In what language
did John the Daptist spealk of the Saviour? What did
he not say?! What did he say! What Would be
comparatively a light blessing? What would be a
blessing worthy of him whe imparts it, and of the
gratitude of those who receive it

: 6. What is the best sonree of information as to the
number the Redeemer was sent to save! Does God’s
word afford explicit information on this subjeet? What
are ihe passages quoted from the gospef of John?
‘What did. the apostles see, and to what did they
testify? What do these passages establish! s the
same truth eonfirmed by other passages of Seriptuve?
HRepeat them.

7. How many do we thus learn Christ came to
save! In whose minds wust this position be estah-
lished? What kind of =iew is this of the work of
Christ?! How does i present his mission ? -

8. To what belief will an enlightened faith in Jesus
lead? What is the elfect of doubting his suceess?

"Toes the Bible condemn a lack of faith in Christ?
What ie necessary to be a believer in the Son of God
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ina Gospel sense? What kind of faith have those
who fall short of this belief? Would Jesus vndertake
1o save the world unless he believed he would succeed
If he does not succeed, what effect will it have on.
his expectations? 1f the Redecmer should fail to save
the world, what effect muss we believe it would have
“on God! Why? What question is asked of he

sending of God’s *“first begotten 1 How should it be
apnsweved ! 1

9. Can any legitimate reason be assigned why
Chyist will not succeed in seving 21l mankind? Has
he not a sufficiency of power? Repeat the passage
from John. What did Jesus say of the power given
him? - What is the assertion in Colossians on this
point? Where can more testimony be found?! What
does St. Panl assert, in the passage from 2d Corinthi~
ans? Can it be urged that Christ will not succeed
because some ave not willing to ke saved?  From whas
does such unwillingness proceed? What did Christ
" eoms to do in regard o this ignorance and blindness?
What would it be asserting to insist that he cannot
save men because they are not willing to be saved?
What do the Seriptures instruct us in respect to Man’s
willt Repeai the passage from Psalms. .

10. Of what does the word of God afford the most
positive evidence?! What did Isalah prophesy of
Christ? What did Jesus say it was his meat to do?
What is tw be uaderstood by.the word ¢ meag”?
What did the Father send the Son to do¥ How ecan
Christ *¢ finish ** hiswork ! 'What was the will of God
thag Jesus came to do? How ¢an he do or complete
that willt ’

11. What iz explicitly asserted in the Seriptures?
‘What is the passage quoted from Philippians? What
does 8t. Paulsay in 1st Corinthians?  What is to be
understood by Christ's putting all things under his
feet? What Jind of a degoription is yhis of the final
condition of mankind? What shall be the wltimate
destiny of all souls?
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LESSON VIL
THE MIRAGLES OF CHRIST,

"1 Jusus of Nazareth having entered the
world for the purpose of introducing and estab-
lishing a new system of veligion, with an avowed
design that it should overturn all other doctrines,
it became nacessary that he should show authority
from God to engage ina work s6 momentons,
This was essential, inasmuch as mankind 2annot
consistently be expected to believe sentiments in =
relation to God, his nature and character, his
government -and purposes, without they are sus-
tained by some manifestation of aathority, some
indication of approval, from on high. This exhi-
bition of Divine approval was especially necessary
in Judea, where Christ commenced his ministry.
The Jews were in possession of a- religion which
they had enjoyed for more than a thousand years,
They believed it to be sanctioned by God.  Jesus
called upon them to abandon it; to turn from the
forms and ceremonies of their fathers, and embrace
the new faith he was engaged in propagating.
He declared he was sent by their God— the God
of Abraham, Isnac and Jacob—to annul the
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Levitical dispensation, to pronounce its rites void,
and invite them to embrace the doctrines of the
Gospel which he was then establishing.

2. It was mnot to be supposed the Jews would
be influenced by these declarations, or that they
would receive Christ as sent of God on such an
errand, without some convineing manifestation of
divine power. . To announce himself as the Son
of God, was not enough to carry conviction fo
their minds of the legitimacy of his mission. A
deceiver could easily put forth such a claim.
This high pretence would but make them look
upon him with greater suspicion, without con-
vincing proofs of'a corresponding character. The
Redeemer acknowledged the justness of this
demand for evidence that God had sent him to
prosecute his work. And for the purpose of
meeting it, and convincing the most sceptical of
the divine authority with which he had heen
clothed by his Father, he performedhm wonderful
eracles

- “When Jesus Chrigt came into the world,
nature had failed to communicate instructions to
men, in which, as intelligent beings, they had the
deepest concern, and on which the full develop-
ment of their highest faculties essentially depended.
We affirm, that there was no prospect of relief
from natare ; so that an exigence had occurred, in

;
7
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which additional communications, supernatural
lights, might rationally be expected from the
Father of spirits. . .. They were demanded by the
state of the world which preceded them, and they

have left deep traces on allesubsequent ages. In

fact, the history of the whole civilized world, since
their alleged occurrence, has been “swayed and
colored by them, and is wholly inexplicable with-
out them. Now such miracles are not to be met
and disposed of by general reasonings, which

apply only to insulated, unimportant, uninfluential .

prodigies.” (")

4. That Jesus Chrlst worled the miracles
a.scnbed to him in the New Testament, there is
no reasonable ground for doubt. FEvidence of
this fact, sufficient to satisfy the most bitter and
prejudiced of his opponents who witnessed them,
should convince us, in our day, of the genuine-
ness of his miracles. They were of a nature
which precluded all possibility of deception. Had
they been mere acts of sleight-of-hand, connected
with some €rivial game, by which a cunning
trickster could, for an imstant, bewilder the spec-
tators, but litile confidence could be placed In
them.

5, Thiswas not the character of the Saviowr’s |
miracles. They were all evenis of the utmost

: (1) D, Channing.
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importance, and of the maest astonishing descrip-
tion. They were events, too, of which there
could not be a doubt, in regard to their miraculous
nature, in the minds of those who witnessed them.
He restored the blind to sight — he healed, instan-
taneously, the sick, the maimed, the halt —he
raised the dead, at a word. These things were
not dome in the dark, or in private, or in the
presence of only a few interested followers, who
might possibly ‘have been deluded. They wers
transacted in open day, and in the presence of
crowds of his opposers, under civcumstances where
_ deception was out of the guestion, He was
watched closely and eagerly, by his enemies —
watched with all the intensity and sharpness that
unrelenting hatred could impart to his most saga-
cious opposers. Had Jesus attempted the slight-
est deception —had he not setually done all he
professed to do—he would have been detected
gnd instantly exposed on the spot. But his
miracles were such that malignity itself could not
deny them. Men that were known by the mul-
titude to have been blind, and maimed, from
birth, were made, in a momens, o see, and to
~walle in the vigor of health. Those whom they
had put into-the tomb, dead, and whose bodies
had begun to exhibit that putrefaction which is an
unmistakable evidence of death, they saw arise
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‘and stand before them, in all the strength and
freshness of youth, These miracles were per-
formed before the eyes of the people. They knew
that the subjects on whom they were enacted
had been blind, orhalt, ar sick, or dead ; and they
knew that afterwards they saw, they walked, they
were restored to life and health, They could not
be deceived in regard to these facts, They were
miracles which they witnessed not for a moment
only, but which they contemplated for years
afterwards, as they daily saw those who had been
restored, mingling with them in the pursuits of
life, in the healthful -enjoyment of all their facul-
ties. :

6, Neither the Jews, nor any of the oppo-
- sers of Christ at that day, denied that he per-
formed the miracles .atfributed to him, They.
were anxious to make such a denial, and would
- not have hesitated a moment, had thete been the
slightest ground upon which it could rest. They
watched intently to detect deception; and had
they discovered any reason to suspect it, they
,would have trumpeted it to the four guarters of
" Palestine. But they watched in vain. 'There
wag no deception, Of this they were perfectly
convinced. They well ]{|1_éW it would have been
the merest folly to deny the fact of his. miracles,

when multitudes . so0 numerous had witnessed
6%
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them. They freely acknowledged the miracles
had actually heen accomplished. The people
who beheld them could not but believe what they
saw. “ A great multitude follewed him, becanse
they saw his miracles which he did on them that
were diseased.”(") “And meny of the people
believed on him, and said : When Christ cometh
will he do more miracles than these which this
man hath done #”(*) The Pharisees, the most
malighant and unscrupulous of the enemies of
Christ, were compslled to admit that his miracles
were genuine, This was the case in reference to
a man whom they knew 1o have been blind from
birth, and whom Jesus had restored to sight.
“ They brought to the Pharisees him that afore-
time was blind. And it was the Sabbath day
‘when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes.
Then, again, the Pharisees also asked how he-
had received his sight. He said unto them, He
put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do
see. Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This
man is not of Giod, because he keepeth not the
Sabbath day. Others said, How can a man that
is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a
division ameng them.™(¥) On another occasion,
the chief priests and the Pharisees fully acknowl-
edged the genuineness of the Saviour’s miracles.

(1) John vi, 2. {2) Jobm vii. 31. (8) John ix. 18—16.
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# Then gathered the chief priests and the Phari-
sees a council, and said, What do we? for this
man doeth many miracles, If we let him thus
alone, all men will believe on him.”("}

7. The Pharisees saw, with regret, that in
consequence of the wonderful miracles of Christ,
many people were believing on him as the Son
of God, They became alarmed for the stability
of their own relipion, and determined to take
staps to ceunteract the influence his miracles
were working, To effect this end, they did not
deny that the miracles were actually performed,
but they took a course which promised better
success. They insisted that his miracles were
not worked by the power of God, but by the
agency of epil spirits. Tn that age of the world,
when a belief in such spirits was very general, it
would not be difficult to make many believe Jesus
was aided by them in his marvellous works. Te
what degree they were suecessful in this attempt,
it 1s impossible to determine. The Saviour, how-
evar, confounded them by showing that in those
miracles where he cast out what were supposed
to be evil spirits, he could not have been aided by
evil spirits; for in that case the house of Beelze-
bub would be divided against itself.

(1) John xi. 47, 48.
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8. The Bedeemer did not pretend that he
performed his miracles by any power of his own.
-With the utmost candor and frankness, he always
acknowledged that his ability in these wonderful .
acts came directly from God. “Then answered
Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say
anto you, the Son can do nothing of himself, ‘hut
what he seeth the Father do.”("} #If Ido not
, the works of my Father, believe me not. But if
I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works ;
that ye may know and believe that the Father is
in me, and I in hl[ﬂ.”(g) The apostles also atirib-
uted the miracles of Christ to & power which God
had bestowed upon bim. *VYe men of Israel,
hear these words. Jesus of Nazareth, a man
approved of God among you, by miracles, and
‘wondexs, and signs, which God did by him in the
widst of yon, as ye yourselves also know."()

9. The process, o means, by which Christ
performed his miracles, is a subject in regard to
which there has long been a diversity of opinions,
It is helieved, by some, that in working his mira-
cles, he was enabled by God to call to his aid the
agency of some positive and active law in nature,
which 15 beyond the knowledge and the reach of
man, Byothers itis contended that he arrested and
suspended the operation of the natural laws wnich

(1) Yohn v. 19. (2) John x. 37, 38, (3) Acts ii, 22.
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govern health, and life, and material substances,
and held them in abeyance until the miracle was
effected. The latter view is the most common,
and undoubiedly the most reasonable. Tt comes
up the nearest to the idea of an actual miracle,
But the point is not of the highest moment. In
either case, Jesus must have been endowed with
miraculeus power ; by which should be understood
a supgrhuman power —a power altogethier above
that possessed by man. The material fact is, did
Jesus perforin the miracles attributed 4o him?
Of this there cannot be a doubt. Equally clear
is it that, whatever the process might have beex,
by which his astonishing works were done, the
power was hestowed upon him by God. ‘This
was all that Christ claimed: To this he pointed
as the great and convineing evidenee that he was
the Son of God, authorized and sent of the Father
on his mission among men.

10. That the Creator has ability to sus.
pend the operation of nature’s laws, at any
moment, for a specific purpose, or could empower
his Son to suspend them, is a fact which does not
admit of 2 Teasonable question. Cannot he who
originated the physical laws, suspend or annul
them af pleasure ¢ Cannot the mechanic arrest
for o moment the movement of the machinery he

has erscted ? It is true, the usual operation of
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the nataral laws is unchangeable and perfect. But

this does not place them beyond the contro] of the

Being who gave them existence. LIf, for the pur-

pose of enabling his Son to convince mankind of
the divine authenticity of his mission, God

thought hest. to empower him fo suspend, at
DPleasure, for a moment, the ordinary operation of

the physical laws, to heal the sick, restore the

blind, or maise the dead, there cannot be a doubt

he had power to do so. Itis weak incredulity,

and not philosophy, that questions this fact. Those

things which are miracles to us are no miracles

1o God. * We are constantly surrounded by mira-

cles. To our comprehension the struciure and

growth of the humblest flower of the valley is as
much a miracle as raising the dead. ‘The latier

is as easy to the Creator as the former. It can

require no more power or skill to restore health to

the sick, or life to the dead, than it did to give

life and health, in the first place,

11, “ Look over the map of the wotld, and the
astonishing fact stares you in the face, that the
boundary of Christianity is alse the line of
demarkation, broad and deep, between eivilization

- and all its blessings, and barbariem with all its

curses,”. Vet Chvistlanity itsell stands on the
genuineness of the miracles of Christ. If they
were not performed, as asserted in the New Tes-
tamerit, then the Christlan religion rests on.
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“falsehood, Can it be believed that a system of
faith- which civilizes, enlightens, elevaies and
blesses, the individmals, nations and races, who
receive it, is based on trickery and deception ?

QUESTIONS ON LESSON V1T,

1. For what did Fedus enter the world? What
design did he avew? What did it become nevessary
for kim to show?! Why was this éssential? When
and where was this exhibition, of Divine” approval
- especially necessary ' Of whas were the Jews in pos-
gession? What did they believe of their religion?
What did the Saviour call upon them to do? By
whom did he declare he was sent, and for what pur-

ose 1 -

2. Would the Jews be convinced that Christ was
sent by God, without he manifested soms divine power?
Was 1t enough simply to declare he was the Son of
God!  "What could a deceiver do? - What effect wonld
his high pretence produce, without convineing proofs?
‘What did the Redeemer acknowledge? Tor what
purpose did he perform his miracles ?

3. When Christ came into the world, what had
natuze failed to communicate? On what did the devel-
opment of the highest faculties of men essentially
depend 1 Could natre ’lone communicate such instroe-
tions?  Was there any prospect of relief from nature?
Whet might rationally be expected from God, in such
an exigence! DBy what were these supernatural lights
or miracles demanded ! What have they left? What
effect have they produeed on the history of the civilized
world? How are such miracles not to be met and
disposed of t ,

4. Did Jesus work the miracles ascribed to him in
the New Testament! Was thers evidence of this suffi-
cient to gatisfy his opponents?! What effect should

+
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such evidence have on us? What was the nature of
Churist’s miracles? What if they had been mere acts
of sleight-of-hand? :

5. Was this the charaeter of Christ’s miracles?
What were they ¢ Of what could there not be a doubt,

_in respect 1o these events? Whatdid ke do? Where

were these things not done! Where, and in whose
presence, were they transacted? Was deception possi-
ble? By whom, and how, was he watched ? Had Jesus
atteropted deception, what would have been the effect?
What were his miracles? Who were made to ges
and walk? Who did they see arise from the dsad?
‘Where were these miracles performed ? 'What did they
know of the subjects of them, before the miracles were
performed ? hat did they know afterwaxds? Could
the Jews be deceived in these things? How long did

-

they witness these miracles? In what way did.they .

witness them ?

6. Did the Jews deny that Christ actually performed
his miracles? Were they anxious to make such a
denial? Why did they not! What if they had
detected deceplion? Of what were they perfectly con-
vinced at did they knew? What did they
acknowledge ' What is sald of those who beheld the
miracles? Repeat the passages from John. Do not
these passages show that the people who witnessed the
miraeles of Jesus belleved they were teally per-
formed ! ‘What were the Pharisees?! What were
they compelled to admit? In what particular case did
they make such an admission ! Describe the transac-
tion with the blind man. Is not heye an adimission by

the Pharisees, that the Saviour performed mira-

cles? Tn what lenguage did the Pharisges acknowl-
edge the miratles of Christ, on another oecasion?

7. What did the Pharisess see with yegret? - For
what did they become alarmed? What did they
determine %0 do?  Did they deny the miracles, to effect

this end? What course did they take? - 'What was’

general, at that aget What would it not be diffieult
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te make many believe? Can it now be determined to
what degrec they were successful?! How did the
Saviour confound them? :

8. Did Jesus pretend he performed his miracles by
his own power! What did he always acknowledgs?
‘What_was his language in the first passage quoted
from John? In the second passage from John? To
what did the Aposiles atiribyte the miracles of Christ?
Whag did Peter say to the Jews, in the passage from
Acts?

9. What is sald of the process by which Christ.

erformed his miracles? How is it believed by soms?

hat do others contend ! Whai of the latter view?
Is the point of the highest moment? What is the
material faet? What is clear, in either case? Was
this all that Clirist elaimed? To what did he point
as the evidence that he was the Son of God, and the
sent of ihe Father?

10. What faet does not admit of a reasonable
question? What is asked in respect to him who
originated the physicallaws?  How would you answer
the inquiry? How would you reply to the gquestion
respecting the mechanic? What is true of the natural
laws? Duoes this place them beyord the control of -
God?  Of what cannot thers be a-doutt? Is it phi-
losophy that questions this fact? What is it, then?
What is said of things which ave miracles to us?
By what are we continually surrounded? What, to
as, is the structure and growth of a flower? What
is as easy to the Creator as the making of a flower?
What can require. no more of power in God than to
give life and health?

11. What fact stares us in the face, in looking over

" the map of the world? On what does Clristianity

igself stand? If the miracles were not performed as
the New Testament asserts, what follows? How
would you answer the closing question? Can trickery
and deception give birth te civilizaton?! Can they
enlighten and bless mankind ?
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78 THE EESURRECTION, ASCENSION,
LESSON VIIL
THE RESURRECTION, ASCENSION, AND REIGN OF
CHRIST.

1, Jesus of Nazareth was crucified by the
Jews, in_the teign of Pontius Pilate, the Roman
governor of Judea. This is a fact established
by history with more positiveness and certainty
than any event of past ages, - The convietion of
the entire civilized world, for nearly two thousand
years, yields an unguestioned corroboration to the
declarations of the New Testament on this point,
The existence of the Christian religion iiself,
which is evidently destined, exe long, to £ill the
whole earth, and the establishment of that reli-
gion, amid an opposition of the most formidable
and unrelenting character, are substantial realities
which grew out of the fact of the erucifixion and
resurrection of Christ, and are indisputable proofs
of their reality.

2, 'The death of Jesus on the cross was com-
plete. Lile departed totally from the body. There

could be mo hetter evidence of this given or
required; than the assent of the Jews who were
present. In great multitudes they surrounded the
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cross, and witnessed the scenes of the crucifizion.
With all the keenness the most intense malignity
towards Christ could impart, they watched the
progress of the execntion, and could not have been
deceived as to the reality of his death, A eritical
examination of his body was made by the Roman
soldiers, who acted as guards on the oceasion, and
 they pronounced him dead.. But to make assur-
ance doubly sure, “one of the soldiers, with a
spear, pierced his side, and forthwith ¢ame there
out blocd and water. And he that saw it bare
record, and his record is true. And he knoweth
that he saith true, that ye might believe.”()
This simple narration of John, related so artlessly,
containg positive evidence of the death of Christ,
Physiology instructs us that the heart iz sur-
rounded by a thin membrane, denominated the
pericardinm, which is filled with a colorless, watery
fluid. Henes, a spear so far thrust into the side
as to cause water and blood to flow from the
wound, must have'pierced the pericardium and the
heart. This would have caosed instant death in
Jesus, had not life already become extinct,
3. The third day after his crucifixion, Jesus
Christ arose from the dead. The resurrection of
the Redeemer is one of the most important facts

(1) Fohn xix. 34, 35.

v
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of Chuistianity. It forms the foundation of all
faith and hope in Christ. The Jews denied his
resurrection; and bribed the guard of. Roman
soldiers, who had been placed to watch-the tomb
where the body was deposited, to say that the
disciples had stolen the body while they were
asleep. This story carties its own refutation. If
is not to be sopposed that a large company of
soldiers would all be so soand asleep that such
an act could take place without awaking them.
This is the more incredible in view of the fact
that the Roman law inflicted death on a soldier
guilty of sleeping at his post. Moreover, these
soldiers asserted what they could not know to he
true. If they were all asleep, how could they
know the body of Christ was removed by his dis- -
ciples, or by any other hands? :

4, 'The followers of Jesus, with every appear- ‘
ance of candor and honesty, declared that he arcse
from the dead. They insisted that they saw him,
listened to him, and . comversed with him, on
repeated occasions, and that, finally, he ascended .
from their sight into heaven. They were compe-
tent witnesses. They asserted enly what they saw
with their own eyes. No reasonable motive can
be assigned for deception on their part. Their
whole after lives attested the sincemty of their
belief in the resurrection of their Master. At his
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death *they were overwhelmed with fear of the
Jews, and sought every means to escape the dan-
ger which threatened them as the followers of one
who had just been executed as a blasphemer and
deceiver. But after his resurrection and ascen-
sion,  total change came over them. They were
bold in proclaiming the Messiahship of Christ.
They did not hesitate to charge the Jews openly,
before their faces, with having murdered their own
Redeemer —the Prince. of Peace. They met
death, in the most terrific forms, as the test and
witness of their belief in Jesus as the risen and
ascended Saviour. By what possibility could they
thus suddenly have become inspired with daunt-
less intrepidity, except through an unshaken con-
viction in the remlity of the resurrection and
ascension of the Son of God? ,
5. ¢ They had nothitig to gain by testifying
1o the resurrection of Jesus falsely ; for they knew
that a life of poverty and suffering awaited them ;
and they could not expect rewsrds {rom heaven
for deceiving their brethren. . . . . They
openly proclaimed the resurrection, within a few
days after it occurred, and in Jerusalem, where -
they would excite most attention, and where the
fraud, if there were any, could most easily have
been detected. . . . They cheerfully endured
afflictions, and death itself, rather than renounce.
T
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their testimony. . . . The Apostles [before
the resurrection of Christ] had been fearfol, timid,
adopting even injustifiable measures io secure
‘their personal safety. In the short space of fifty
days afterwards, the same Apostles became so
fearless of danger, that nothing could terrify them.
They were ready to encounter stripes, imprison-
ment and death. If they had stolen the body of
Jesus, would this have filled them with such
courage ¥ Would they have more ‘confidence in
8 dead body, which they had concealed, than they
had previously had in their living Master, when
in the hands of his enemiss? . On the other hand,
if they knew he had risen, and promised to be
present with them, their holdness was natural.”(*)
6. It is supposed by many, that Jesus arose
from the dead with the same body that was nailed
to the cross, and that when he ascended to heaven
it was changed to a spiritual body, There are
others who believe that his natural body under-
went a change in the tomb ; and that, at his resur-
rection, he came forth in poSsesSion of a body
entirely spiritual. Both of these views have some
considerations which seem to favor them. But
the peint is wholly specnlative, and possesses, in
fact, no practical importance. No one believes

{1) Paige’s Commentary.
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Christ’s natural body of flesh and Blood entered
heaven. Whether the moment of change, from
a fleshy to a spiritual and incorruptible body, was

at the resurrection or the ascension, is a matter

of minor consideration. The most Important
thing is a belief of the great fact that Christ did
arise from the dead— that he triumphed over
death, and ascended to the honor and glory awaii-
ing him in other sceneg of existence. :

7. The Son of God, having leid the founda-
tion and prepared the way for the establishment
of his gospel on the earth — having suffered death
on the cross, in fulfilment of the Scriptures, and
in proof of the genuineness of his mission —
baving arose from the deud, and ascended to his
Father — it may be believed he resumed there
his reign az Mediator between God. and men,
That the mediatorial kingdom and reign of Chist
extend to the futare world, and that he still
prosecutes there, as well as here, the work of
enlightening, purifying and elevating mankind,
and reconciling them to God, is a belief which
is sustained by weighty considerations,

8. - Large numbers of mankind pass from this
life in ignorance and wickedness. Yet they are
included among these whom Christ camg to save
from sin, and reconcile to God.  The light of the
gospel, and its purifying influences, has failed,
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through many causes, to reach them in this world.
Hence the discipline, the instruetion, the purifica~
tion of heart, necessary to reconcile them to God,
and prepare them for the happiness of a divine
. Tife, must necessarily be brought to bear upon them
in the future existence. This is precisely the
work the Son of God took upon himself to accom-
plish for alisouls. To the same degree the belief
is entertamed that Christ will be faithful to com-
plete the work his Father gave him to do, will be
seen the necessity of its prosecution in the world

to come. Upon all darkened and alienated hearts -

which enter the immortal state, Jesus will exercise
the instructive, sanctifying, saving influences at
his command, until their better capacities are
developed, and they'advance to the spiritual enjoy-
menis for which they were originally designed.

9. The Scriptures favor the supposition that
Jesus exercises his office as Mediator and Savieur
in the future world, as well as in this. Christ
gave this assurance to his disciples at the moment
of his ascension.  “ All power is given unto me,

in heaven and in earth.”{*) * Heaven,” in this pas- -

sage, is to be understood as indicating the immor-
tal state at large. Jesus distinctly asserted that he
should possess, and of course exercise, in that state

(1) Maitg, -xxviii. 18.

»



AND REIGN OF CHRIST. 83

his sanctifying and saving power. «He [Christ]
that descended, is the same also that ascended up
far above all heavens, [io the highest position of
hongr and power,] that he might fill [plerose—
fulfil, mccomplish, complete] -all things.”(") This
passage clearly implies that Jesus, in his exalted
station in the heavens, will exercize the resources
and influences at his command, to fill up, and
complete, his work of salvation. In other words,
that he will accomplish all that is lacking, when
the spirits of men depart from this world, to
qualify them for the progressive scemes of lght,
truth and improvement, through which he was
commissioned to conduct them, to a condition of
perfect holiness and happiness.. “ For it pleased
_the Father, that in him [Christ] should all fulness
dwell ; and, having made peace through the
blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things -
unto himself. By him, I say, whether they be
things on earth, or things in heaven;”(*} —i. e.,
whether the things, or spirits, to be reconciled, be
on the earth, or in the state of immortality.()
Here, evidently, is the assertion of a work of -
reconcilintion to be performed by the Redeemer in
the next state of being. And it necessarily must

(1y-Eph. iv. 10. (2) Col. i. 19, 20. ]f ¢ All things,” in
this and similar passages, must necessarily be understood as
indjcating ol intelligent spirits, — as no other '* things*! can
be rec.oncﬂed or unreconci ‘?ed 1o God.
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be the influence and instruction he will bring to
hear on the spirits of those who departed from this
life in an ignerant and unreconciled condition.
Christ, on his mediatorial throne, will continue to
reign over the spirits of men, both here and here-
after, until all are brought into willing subjection,
and acknowledge him as their Saviour. Then
his work will be completed. And then he will
deliver up his gospel kingdom into the hands of
the Father, and God will hecome «all in all.”
1 Cor, zv. 28

QUESTIONS ON LESSON VIIL

1. Whenwas Jesus crucified? How is this fact
established? With what positiveness? Towhat does
the convietion of the eivilized world yield corvoboration % -

What are substantial realities? From what do they
grow? What is the evident destiny of thie Christian
religion? Under whas circumstances was that religion
established ¥ -

' 9. What is said of the death of Jesus? What was.
the hest evidence of this? Dhid thsg witness the cru-
cifixion, and in what numbers ? ith what feelings
did they watch the exeoution? Could they have been
deccived as to his death? What was done by the
Roman guards? What did they pronounce? IHow
did they make assurance doubly suve?! What came
from his side, when pierced with a spear? To what
did John hear record?  What did he say of his record ?

" "What does this narration of John confain? By what is

the heart surrounded? With what is the pericardium
filled? What would flow from the wound, if a spear
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was thrust through the pericardium, into the heart?
What would such a wound canse ?

3. When did Christ arise from the dead? What
is the resurrection of the Redeemer? Of what does
it form the foundation? Whao denied his resurrection ?
What did they bribe the Roman soldiers to say?

. What does this story caryy? What is not to he sup-
posed? What makes this story more ineredible?
‘What did these soldiers assert? If they were asleep,
what could they not know ?

4. What did the followers of Christ declare?
‘What did they insist? Were they competent witness-
es? What did they assert?! Had they auy reason to
deceive?! What did their after lives aftest? What-
effect did the death of their Masier have on them?
What did they seek? What came over them after his
resurrection and ascension? How did they proclaim
the Messiahship of Christ? With what did they charge
the Jows? hag did they do, as a test of their belief
in the resurrection and ascension of the Saviour?
What thus suddenly inspived them with intrepidity?

5. What had they to gain by false testimony?
What did they know awaited them? TFor what could
they not expect rewards from heaven? What did they
openly do? When? Where? Whateould there most
easily have been done? What did they cheerfully
endure? Fow had the Apostles been before the resnr-
rection of Christ?! Tn what respect did they become
changed in fifty days?! What were they teady to
encounter ! What effect would have been produced on
them, had they stolen away the body of Christ?
Would they have had more confidence in 2 dead body,
than in their Master. just before his erueifixion, when
t}ulay allfled? What would make their holdness natu-
rall

6. What is supposed, by many, of Christ’s bady at
his resurrection? %Vhat do they believe took place as
he ascended to heaven? What do others believe?
Wiik what body do they believe he came forth from
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the torab?  What is said of hoth these views? What
igthe point? "What does it not possess?  What is not
believed? What is a matter of minor eonsideration?

- "Whast 18 the most imporiant thing ?

7. ‘What did the Son of Giod do onthe earth? What
did he do in fulfilment of the Seriptures, snd in proof
of the genuineness of his mission? Did he arise from
the dead —and where did he go? What may be
believed, in view of these facts? What is sustained
by weighty covsiderations? What 1s Christ still
prosecating in the future world, as well as in this?

8. In what conditien de a large number of mankind

ass from this life?  Among whom are they included ?
hat has failed to reach them in this world?! Henee
what willbe necessary in the future existence? What
was the work the Son of God took upon himself to
aceomplish?  To what degree will be seen the neces-
sity of the prosecution of Chriss’s work in the next
world? “What will Jesus exercise on a1l darkened and
allenated hearts in the imfnortal state? Has he an
abundance of such infilnences at his command? How
long, and with what -result, will he exercise these
influences?
© 9. What do the Scriptures favor? What assur-
anee did Christ give his diseiples at the moment of his
ascension ! RePeat his language. What does the
word ¢ heaven” mean in this passage?! What did
the Redeemer assert he should possess in that. state?
Does not the declavation that he shall possess such
power there show that he will exercise- it? For what
other reason could he have made such an assertion?

“What is the language quoted from Ephesians? What

is the meaning of the phrase * ascended up far above
all heavens 1~ What is to be understood by the Greek -
word ¢ plerose,’’ translated “ fill’"?  What does this
passage dmply? Through what, and to what, was
Jesus eommissioned to conduet all souls! What 'is
the languags of St. Paul, quoted from Colossians?
‘What work is here evidently asserted? Do the words
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such a termination of the reign of Chyist?

8

i a1t things,” in this and similax passages, signify all
intelligent spirits? What other ‘“ things ” aye capable
of reconciliation or umreconciliation? What is fo
be understood by ¢ things in earth, or things in
heaven P! What must the work referred to necessarily
be? What will Christ continue to do, on his mediatorial
* throne! How long will he reign over the spirits of
men? In what ,condition will his work then be?
What will he then do?! What will God become?
Must not every Christian heart rejoice in the belief of
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PART THIRD.
OF MAN.

LESSON IX.
HIS ORIGIN — NATURE -— RESPONSIBILITY.

1. Max is the creature of Gdd. It is only by
the pleasure, and through the wonder-working
power, of the Almighty, that he receives the mar-

ellous gift of life. His body is formed of ithe

dust, or substances of the eaysh. It is dependent
on the productions of the soil for the sustenance
necessary to support and prolong life. ‘When, by
reason of disease, or the necessary decay of age,

‘life departs, the body returns to the earth, and

mingles again’ with the natural elements from

~which it originated.

"9, Had man been endowed with nothing more
than a body; with its appetites and instincts, he
would be simply a graceful and cunning brute..
Like a brute, he would live only to gratify gross
propensities ; and, like a biute, he would die and;
sinlk jnto oblividn. But the body of man is inhab-
ited by an intelligent spir?t, or soul, by which all

v
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its emotions and movements are, or should be,
- controlled.  The - spirit should never be con-
founded with the body, as one and the same thing,
They are distinct entities or. creations, totally
different in their origin, their natures, and their
destinies, The spirit dwells in the body for a
temporary period enly, and makes use of the dif-
ferent organs of the hody to bring into development
and exercise its own wonderful powers and capaci-

ties. It is not the body that sees, hears, feels,

thinks, speaks, but the spirit within. As the

<] . . PN .
mechanic makes use of his tocls to give a visible

constiuction to the plans fdrmed_in the " mind, so
the spirit uses the brains, the eyes, the ears, the
tongue, the nerves, az implements to make out-
ward manifestations of its thoughts and impres.
sions.

3. Whils the body ougmated in the earth,
the spirit came from God. It is an emanation
of his own diyine essence; and is endowed, to a
high degree, with his wonderful and adorable
qualities. The manner in which the spirit unites
with the body, and becomes so blended with its
various organs as to make them the lnstruments
t0 do its bidding, is unknown to us, While the
method of the unity is not understood, the fact is
self-evident. The union, however,'is of but tem-

porary duration. Thespirit can exist independent.
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of this body of flesh and blood. When the body,
by sickness or decay, becomes unfitted as a resis
dence for the soul, death ensues, and a separation
talees place. Fach secks the source of its ovigin.
The body crumbles to the dust from whence if
came; the spirit returns to God who gave it
Eecl. kii. 7. Not that the spirit thenceforth re-
mains in a disembodied state. On leaving its
present tabernacle, at death, the Creator clothes
it with another body, more capable of developing
its wonderful capacities to their {ull extent, and
better fitted to the high sceunes of existence it is
destined to inhabit.

4; Man, was cteated in the image of God.
Gen. 1. 27. This “image” should be sought
for, not in the human body, its form, or powers,
but in the spirit and its amazing qualities. The
“image” of God signifies the likeness of God.
As the artist paints » miniature from the full-
sized original, so the gsoul of man 3s a copy of the
glorious lineaments of God’s own spirit, gliff'éring
only in a less degree of perfection, The reli-

- glons, moral, and intellectual eapacitios of the soul,

constitute the image, or likeness of God, in which
man was created, These form the tie which
unites the human family in brotherhood with
angels and higher grades of being — these the
lnk which- connects the Creator and his intelli-
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gent creatutes together in indissoluble and eternal
bonds as Father and children. Although man is
the offspring of the Creator by a natural tie which
nothing can sever, yet, in the right exercise
of his high capacities, he becotnes an &mitator of
God, and thus, in a still more intimate and worthy
senge, is his child. Such should be understood
as the meaning of those passages of Scripture
which speal of our becoming the children of God,

" by obedience. Matt. v. 43—45.

5. In the proper exercise of the divine endow-
ments which constitute the soul, rational creatures
find their highest and purest enjoyments, . Pleas-
ures derived from the gratification of bodily pas-
sions and appetites are fleeting and wnsatisfactory,
and often degenerate into .those hrutal excesses
which are the prolific source of much of the
wreichedness that affticts humanity.  The hap-
piness which flows from the cultivation of the
godlike qualities of the soul is delicious, solid
and enduring. Like crysial springs, hidden in
the deep hosom of the mountain, far removed
alike from the frosts of winter and the deoughts
of summer, these elevated capacities, faithfully
exercised, are a fountain of living waters, which
send forth pure and perennial streams of pleasure,
unaffected by the vicizsitudes of fortune a.nd the

mutations of life. : .. .
Q%
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6. Ashe comes from the hands of his Creator,

at birth, man is pure and innocent, - There is no

taint of depravity connected with himj no seeds
of sin rest in his soul; no desires for evil rankle
in his heart; no anhailowed passions poison his
body. Wickedness of disposition and vicious pro-
pensities are contaminations contracied in after
years by the assaults of femptation, and the first

crade attempts at an exercise of that moral free-

dom which ultimately will become the seurce of
the highest merit and happiness of rational crea-

tares. The purity of the infant is attested byall =

unbiased and enlightened observation, A due
degree of respeet for the character of a hely God
leads to the belief that he would not usher a soul
into existence contaminated with sin and evil.
The Redecmer throws the weight of his testimony
in behalf of the innocency of childhood. He de-
clared his kingdom to be composed of those whe
resembled “ little children” in purity of heart(")
He taught also, that without becoming as a little
child —that is, i uprightness of intentions and

innecency of soul—it was impossible to enter

the kingdom of heaven.(¥)
7. Mankind have been endowed by their

'

Maker with moral agency or freedom. The

(1)@Mmt. xix. 14. (2} Matt, xviil. 3,
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power, the privilege of self~cofitrol, of governing
their own movements and forming and -executing
their own plans — of choesing between good and
evil, between obedience and disobedience of the
laws of God—has been bestowed on every human
being. However men may reason metaphysieally
on this subject, they all possess an inward con-
vietion of having such a power,-and act upon 1
in their proceedings during every-hour of con-
scious existence, o K
8. It is not to be supposed this freedom is
unlimited, From the nature and capacities of
man, it must necessarily be restricted to a com-
pass measured by his ability and his sphere of
action. He is free to will any and all things he
pleases; but he can ezecute his will only to the
extent that he is able to control the circumstances
and influences by which he is surrounded. With-
in certain limits, his freedom is a practical power,
which he constantly exercises. DBeyond these
bounds he has neither liberty nor ability to go.
Hence man’s agency cannot conflict with God’s
sovereignty, or with any purposes the Creator may
have formed with respect to the career, the pro-
gress or the condition, of those upon whom this
agency has been bestowed. Jehovah is the lawful
Ruler of the Universe. He is abundantly able to
accomplish his purposes throughout all his domin-
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fons, both in the natwral and spiritual worlds,
« He doath his will in the army of heaven, and
ameng the inhabitants of the earth ; and none
can stay his hand, or say unto him, what doest
. thou?”(*) He has willed that all men shall ba
o saved, and come tn a knowledge of the trath.(*)
. The agency of those thus to be saved cannot,
even if they would have it, conflict with the will
of God. - It is through the exercise of their agen- :
£, thder the enlightening instructions and divine
influences of the gospel, that he ultimately accom-
plishes his own will in their salvation. It s in
| the fulfilment of such a work, in such a manner,
. that God will manifest, ‘through the “reign of
a Chuist, his infinite wisdom and his highest glory.
9. Man's accountability vests solely on his
moral freedom. ~He can be held responsible for
‘ his actions, only to the degree that he is at liberty
e o select his own course. - If he is not free to
; choose gond or evil, right ‘or wrong, but acts con-
tinaally under influences he cannot control, then
he can neither be praised nor biamed for his pro--
_ceedings. Whatever good he does, would merit
_ no reward; whatever sin hé commits, would de-
§ serve no punishiment. Indeed, he would be totally
incapable of merit or demerit, Buat, having-the -

() Dan.dv. 35. (@)1 Tim. il 4.
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gift of moral freedom-— the power to act as he

pleases, at least toa good degrese—he is justly held
responsible for the manner in which he exercises
it. For all his good deeds, he is entitled {o praise
and reward; and, for his evil acts, he equitably
receives censure and punishment. Having the
power to commit sin, if he praciises righteous.
ness he is deserving of reward. Possessing the
opportunity and ability to lead a life of virtue and
goodness, if he wilfully desecrates his powers to
purposes of evil, he justly merits chastisement.

10. ‘The framework of all government, beth
humen and Divine, is constructed on the principle
that man possesses freedom of action. If he does
not, to an extent involving responsibility, then all
censures for wrong have been idle and groundless,
and all punishments for guilt, have been sheer
acts of tyranny in those whe have inflicted them.
Moreover, the whole Bible is addressed to man,
an the principle that he possesses moral freedom.
In 2]l its admonitions, exhortations, counsels and
precepts —in all its promises of reward for obe-
dience and #hireatenings of punishment for disobe-
dience— it -asswmes that rational beings have been
endowed with freedom of action, and hence are
geeountable to their Creator for their deeds,

11, The subjection of man to the imperfec-
tions, temptations, and trials of this life, was not
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the choice of the creature, but the act of the

‘Creator. Rom. viil. 20, Nor did he thus deter- -

mine without a wise and good purpose, having
in express view the benefit of man. Constituted
as we are, exercise, discipline and trials, are neces-

“sary to the development of our highest and hest

capacities. Iow could benevolence and sympathy
be manifested —how could offices of kinduness
and charity be shown — how could forbearance,
forgiveness and long-suffering, be exhibited, or
patience, humility, resignation, be displayed, if we
had not been exposed to the cares, the labors, the
temptations, the trials, afffictions, and pains, which
beset us on earth? These beauntiful iraits would
all have remained unfolded in the human soul,

had they not been called into activity by the
vieissitndes of such a world asthis. It hasall been -
ordered by a wise Providence. The imperfections
to which we are subjected in the present exist-
ence operate as a healthful dlsclplme to develop
the best qualities of the heart, and prepare us to
appreciate in an exalted degree, and enjoy with
a keen relish, the biessings which a higher world
will bestow upon us. '
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QUESTIONS ON LESSON IX.

1. Of whom is man the creaiure? Tlow does he
veceive the gift of life? Of what is his body composed !
On what is it dependent for sustenance? When life
departs, what beeomes of the body ? ]

2. Had man been endowed with nothing but a
body, with its instincts, whai would he have been?
How would he have lived and died! With what is
man’s body inhabited! What is the office of the
spirit? With what should the spirit never be con-
founded? - Are the soul and body distinet creations?
How do they differ? Where does the spirit dwell?
‘How long? For what does it make nde of the bodily
organs? Docs the body see, hear, feel, ete.? What
doest For what purpose does the mechanic use his
toola? What use does the soul malke of the hrains,
eyes, ete. ! :

8. From whenee did the spirit of man come? Of
i what is it an emanation? With what is it endowed?
| What is said of the manner in which the spirit unites
: with the body? What of the method and the faet?
How long does this union eontimue? Can the spirit
exist independent of the body? When does a separa-
tion take place between spirit and body? What does
cach seel? Where does the body go? Where the spirit?
Repeat the passage in Ececlesiastes. Does the spirit
remain afterwazds in a disembodied state?  'With what
is it clothed afier death? What is the nature of the
body? ‘

4? .In what was man created? Repeat the passage
in Genesis. In what should this image be sought?
What does the * image of God *? signify ! How does the
ariist paint a ministure? Of what is man’s soul a
copy? How does it differ from God’s spivit? What
capacities constitute God’s image? What tie do they
form? What link? Iow is man the offspring of the
Creator? Can anything sever that tie? How does he
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a
hecome the child of God, in a more intimate and wot-
thy sense?  How should those Seripture passages be
understood which speak of our becoming the children
of God? TRepeat the passage in Matthew.
5. How do rational creatures find their highest and

© purest enjoyments? What is the nature of pleasures

derived ffrom bodily gratificaiions! Into what do they
often degenerate! Of what are these excesses the
source?! What is she vature of happiness which flows
from the oultivation of the qualities of the soul?, How
is it, with springs hidden in the bosom of the moun-
tajn? What become a fountain of living waters?-
What do they send forth?

6. In what condition is man, as he comes from the-
hands of his Creator! Of what is there no taint con~ .
nected with him? What is said of sin, desires for -
evil, and unhallowed passions? When, and how, are
wicked dispositions and vicions propensities contracted t
What is said of moral freedom ! "By what is the purity
of the infant attested ? -To what belief should respect
for the character of Crod lead us? In behalf of what
does the Redeemer throw the weight of his testimony !
Of whom did he declare his kingdom to bs composed
‘Without whaet did be say it was Impossible to enter
the kingdom of God!? :

7. With what have mankind hecome endowed!
What power has heen hestowed on every human be-
ing? Do men sowetimes reason differently on meta-
physical principles? Vet what inward conviction do
they possess?  And how do they act?

8. Js man’s freedom unlimited?y To what com- -

' pass must it necessarily be vestricted? What is he

free to will? Mow far can he execute his will?
‘What is his freedom, within certain limits? What,
beyond these limits? Can man’s agency confliet with
God’s sovereignty? Or with his porpeses towards
those on whom he has bestowed ageney? What is
Jehovah! What is he able to accomplish? Repeat:
the passage from Daniel. What has he willed?
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Where is this passage found? Repeat it. Wonld
meén -knowingly allow their agency to frustrate this
will of God? TIf they would, can they thus frustrate.
God’s will, through their ageney? Would the Creator

‘bestow such ability on any beingt How will God

ultimately aceomplish™his will ifi the salvation of all
men? How will he manifest his infinite wisdom and
highest glory T

9. On what does man's accountability rest? In
whit'degiée can he e held responsibie for his actions?
In;what condition could he neither be praised nor .

. blamed? Would he merit any reward for good deeds? .

Or deserve punishment for sin? Of what ‘would he be
incapdble? What responsibility grows out of the gift-
of moral freedom? To what is he entitled for his
goodness? To what for his evil acts? When is he
déserving ¥éward? When does he merit chastise-
meht?- . - - . :

10, On what is the frame-work of human and
Diviné governments construeted? If man does net pos-
sensy - moral freedom, then what follows? - On what -
principle ig the Bible addressed to' man? What does
it assume, in its admonitions, its promises of reward,
and ity threatenings of punishment? ' ’

11 Was the subjection of man to the imperfections -
of this Iife his own choice? Whose act was it? Re-
peat the passage 1 Romans. What did God have in®
view, in this subjection? What are necessary to the
development of our best capacities? If we had net
been. subjected to the trials and temptaiions of this life,
what xaits of charaeter would have been undeveloped t
Where would they have remained?. How do the
imperfections and mutstions of the present existenea
operate ? Whaté will they prepare us to appreciate !
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LESSO_N X.
MAN’S DUTIES.

1. Man is not an isolated being —he stands
not alone. On the one hand, he is related to
God, to Christ, and to angels, On the other, he
is connected with the vast race of humanity, by
the-intimate and indissoluble bond of brotherheod.
These ties, on either hand, confer the highest
benefits upon him, It is throwgh them that he
receives ability and aid to prosecute the plans
and purposes of life. It is through them, too,
that he obtains all the enjoyments which make
existence a blessing. Were it not for the assist-
ance derived from these sources, he would soon
perish.

2. TFrom the relationship man thus holds to
other beings, and the advantages flowing from it,
there grow out certain duties and obligations
which he is bound to fulfil in return, This fact =
rests on the simple prineiple of equity. He who
receives sympathy, assistance, favors,-is under a
moral obligation, as a plain matter of justice, to
make some corresponding return. This is a clear
duty. Man receives from God, his existence, his
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capacities, his health, food, raiment, shelter, and
the  advantages and enjoyments of yeligion,
morality and selence. The recelving and partak-
ing of these blessings malke it his duty, in retumn,
to venerate the name of his Creator—to yield
unto him the adoration and love of the heart, the
homage and worship of the soul — to render
ohedience to all his laws, commandments and
admonitions—and to be a faithful, diligent, and
chierful subject of his moral government. Who-
ever fail of doing this — whoever neglect the wor-
ship of the Most High — whoever mingle the
sacred. pame . of God with profane oaths, impre-
cations - ahd vulgarity — whoever neglect and
trample upon the precepts and requirements of
the great and good Being to whom they owe so
much —are guiliy of the deepest ingratitude,
and become justly the subjects of censure and
chastisement. _ . '
3. From his fellow-creatures man receives
sympathy, assistance, coperation, in all his pur-
suits — the advantages of business transactions —
* the benefits which flow from the prosecution of the
various branches of industry in society — the bless-
ings of the many useful human institutions which
abound—and the protection of just and salutary
laws, which insurd to him «life, liberty, and’ the
‘pursuit of happiness.” These advantages:are of:
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incaleulable value: . He is hound, therefore, by
every ohligation and.sense of duty that cin inflit-
ence a moral being, to yield society some worthy
_ return for the fayors it thus bestows upon -hinm.
‘This return he can make,—1:. By rendering
cheerful obedience to all just and:-salutary laws,
and lending his influence to their support — 2. By
. seeking to be an obedient wnd useful member
of society; being friendly, obliging, and benevo-
lent— 3, By striving to promote peage and good
will between man and man— 4. By aiding in ali
reformations and improvements that tend to pro-
mote the welfare of community — 5. By laboring
to extend to every human being the blessings of:
l1berty, equality, and the enjoyment of their ins
alienable. rights —6. And, in fine, by moking
it the great object. of life to countenance and
advance whatever tends to purify, enlighter and
_elevate #ociety, and secure the happmess of the
world, .

4, These duties, both to God and fellow-bemgs,
are a‘ll summed up, by the Saviour, in two com=
mandments., * Thou shalt love the Lord thy”
God, with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,.and
with all thy mind. This is the first and great
commandment. . And-the second is, like unto ity
Thou shalt love thy neighbof .as. thyself. - -On
these. two commandments hang: all; the ‘law and
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the prophets.”’(") They who thus love God
supremely, and their neighbors or fellow-creatures
as themselves, will be moved by this love to fulfil
every obligation and discharge every duty resting
on them as moral and accountable beings. The
requirement, “love thy neighbor as thyself,”
should not be so construed as to forbid its fulfil-
ment. In the sense in which Jesus would be
understood, the commandment can be complied
with, Tis spirit'is the same as another injunction
he has laid upon us. +* All things whatsosver ye

would that men should do to you, do ye even so .

them; for this is the law and the prophets.”’()
Our love for ourselves males us desire that all
others should manifest friendship, kindness, hon-
esty and truthfulness, in their intercourse and
dealings. with us. We should have a love for
others that will lead us to practise on the same
principles in all transactions with them. What-
ever the spirit, whatever the course of conduet,
love for ourselves leads us to wish our neighbors
to exhibit towards us, we should be willing al-

Wways to practise in retirn towards them. This'

would be showing a love for them as for our-
selves. And this is the spirit of Christ's com-
mandment,

(1} Mate. xxil. 57.—40. (2} Matt. vil. 19.
g%
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5. In’an-enumeration of the ditties ‘which
devalve upon us in our refationship to God and our
fellow-beings, there are certain ones which are
fundamentdl and indispensable. Ameong these
may be mentioned Honesty in all business trans-
actions. Each man owes it to his Creator, to
society, and himself, to deal fairly and honorably
with his neighbors in all the affairs of life.. e
who is dishenest sins not only against Ged and
the good of others, but against his-owh prosperity
and happiness. One dishonest act excites a desire

" to another ; and he continues to venture further

and forther into deceit, until at length he is:suss
pected, detected and exposed. When once an'
individual is suspected of dishonesty, it tends to

encourage others to retaliate upon him, and defraud

him in return.  And when, at length, full detec-

tlon ensues, as it will, sconer or later, then his

reputation is blasted, all confidence in him is

withdrawn —every person wiil seek to have as few

transactions with him as possible —his business

is destroyed — he is shunned by the virtuous and

good:i— and he becomes a. despised and an’
unhappy man. ‘This is the pumshment God has
affixed. to dishonesty.

6. Those who are scrupulously fir and eqm-
table in their dealings, and who despise to take
advantage, or to defraud, however favotable an -
opportunity 'may seemn to offer, are truly wise.
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-They: cannot fail to reap good fruit, in sucha
.tourse. - They obtain: the confidence of all who
-are soquainted with themyand secure their: patrons
‘agein business mafters. “Like begets like”
“Aman: whe -deals falrly with others most der-
-‘tamly obtains fiirness id their transactiosis with
‘Him. ‘Thus he'sectires ‘prosperity ‘without diffi-
culty. Or, if misfortune overtakes him, hé'is
surrounded by hostd of friends, whe still grant
him their -confidence, and  cheerfully - render him
any, assistance necessary to.enable him te over-
;come his difficulties, and start anew. These. are
“the rewards a wise Providence sends on the hon-

‘est and good.
7. Industry is also an mdzspensable duty
Man was made for activity: Every joint, and
; ‘sinew, and muscle, indicates this faet. Industry
‘is but a proper exercise of the powers of body
‘and mind, in some honorable and nseful employ-
ament: It is all-essential to health ; developing,
-8 it does, the various organs of the system, into
8 vigorous growth and strength, and enabling them
'to impart their highest benefits. Industry is also
.ne of the first essentials to prosperity in the pur-
suits of life. With the habigs all right, an assid-
vous and faithful apphcatlon to bustness will rarely
fail of leading to ultimate success. These. are
the certain rewards of the industrious mar. Idlq-
ness is the bane of human happiness. It fills
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_the body with the seeds of lingering and pain-

fal diseases, and leads fo premature death. It

_clogs -the wheels of enterprise — blocks up the
~roud_to prosperity — nullifies every element of
success —and engulfs its victims in obscurity

and poverty. These effects. are the well-mer-
ited punishments a just God brings on the idle
man, : .

QUESTIONS ON LESSON X.

1. Is man an isolated-heing? To whom is he

related, on the ono hand? To whom, on the other!?
By what bond? What do these ties confer wpon
him? What does he receive through them? What
would be his condition were it not for their assist- -
ance ! —_— :
2. What grow out of the relationship man holds to
other beings ¥ What is he bound to do in regard to
these duties and obligations? On what does this fact
rest? What kind of obligation does the reeeiving of -
favors lay ns under? ls this o clear duty?! What
dogs man receive from God! What return does the
receiving of these blessings demand? Of what are
those guilty who fail to make this return? Can those
ha properly grateful to God who negleet to worship
him ; who mingle his sacred name with profane oaths,
and trample on his precepts? :

3. hat does man receive from his fellow
creaturest What is the worth of these advantages?
‘What is he bound to yield society in return? What is
the first manner in which he ean make this return?
What the second manner? What the third? The
fourthi ? - The fifth? The sixth? " o

4. How are these duties summed vp by the Saviour?.
Whatds the first of these commandments? What the
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second? What hang on these two commandments?
Axe we to understand by * all the law and the
prophets,” all the duties which God has enjoined on
man? What will those do who thus Jove God and
their neighbors? Tow shonld the requirement, ¢ love
thy neighbor as thysel{,” 0t be construed? Can this
commaidment be cﬂmplled with? Is its ‘meaning the
same in apirit ag another injunetion of Christ’s? What
is that other injanétion? What does love for curselves
make us desire T What kind of love shuuld we have for
‘othérs? Whatshould we he willing to pradiise towards
.our neighbors?- What would this be slmwmg‘!
wha.t is this the spirit? . i
 What is ‘said in relation to’ an’ enumeratmn
of gur duties? - What: is the first duty -mentioned?
What does each man owe to his- Creator, society znd
himself? What do thosesin agamst who are dlshouest T
“What does one dishonest aet excite?! What does he
venture further into? ‘What is, at length, the ‘result’!
What is the effect when an individual 1s suspected: .of
dlshunesty'l ‘What is the consequence when detaction
-ensues !  Does detection always, sooner or later, comé?
Whatds this unhappy result?! - IR
6. Who are truly wise? What-cannot the.y fail. to

Lreap*l What do they obtain? What does lile
" heget? “What is the meaning of this saying? What

does itlie toan obtain who deals faixly with andthes?
‘What does he thua seecure? If misfortune overialps
i, ‘what will be his condition ! Wha:r, are these
cunsequences t

.7.. What is another indispensable duty'f For_
what was man made? What indicates this.fact?
What is industry? To what is it essential? What
does it. develop?! What is one-of the first essentials
to progperity? To what will faithful applieation .fo
business lead? -But must the habita of a]lij be right!
What is jdleness? - What does it -do? -What does it
elog. .. Whatdoes it block up?  What,does it nnllify?
In’ what does it engulf ifs vietims? What are these
effecta?
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LESSON XI.
MAN’S DUTIES, — (CONTINUED,)

1. AworHeg essentialduty is fonnd in Frugelity.
It is quite as necessary to save as it is to earn.
Indeed, without frugality, to husband and pre-
serve, indusiry is of comparatively little avail.
However active and industrious a man may be,
unless he fakes care of what he earns, his labor
will, to a good degree, be in vain, Needless
expenditure, the thoughtless squandering of means,
however honestly earned, in useless gratifieations,
in pampering the appetites, or indulging in hart-
ful amuseménts, in useless displays and absurd
extravagance of any, deseription, is a folly which
decidedly  indicates a weak and vitiated mind,
No expénditures should be made, except for such-
things as will be of real service —such as will
confer substantial benefit on ourselves or others.
Tn order that the Virtues may be enabled to hestow
their highest advantages upon us, they must be
practised in conjunction. Industry, frugality, or
economy, practised, either of -them, alone,can be
of small advantage. But unite them — industry

N
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fo acquire, frugality to preserve, economy to gov--
ern expenditures —and mors than a three-fold
benefit shall flow therefrom.

2. Frugality is neither selfishness nor mean-
ness. A frngal, economical man, need not be a
niggard or a miser. He can be generous and
benevolent, and still exercise frugality in taking
care of his income, A strict economy, when
exercised aright, is"one of the most useful and
worthy virtues. But when carriéd to such an
extreme as o close the ears to the appeals of mis-
fortune, want, distress, or to desiroy all willing-:
ness to contribute to the forwarding of movements,
having for tlieir object the upbuilding of the pub-
lic good, it ceases to be economy,-and degenerates
to miserly selfishness—a disposition the most-
dishonorable and wicked. The golden medium

"is the true point at which to aim, viz., fragality
io preserve with all due care, and a generous
spirit to give freely when appealed to by distress,
or called upon-to promote the welfare of society
at large. The nearer we approach this standard
of perfection, the wiser and happier we become,

| '3, Among the duties devolving on man, one of

- the most important is Temperance, ' The evils

arising from intemperance ate so manifest that

E no one will deny them; and of a magnitude so

appalling that the mést vivid imagination cannot
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describe them. The direfal effécts of intemper-
ance are not. concealed from public observation, as
in the case of some other vices. -They are writ-
ten on the outer surface of things— on'the bodies,
the countenances, of its victims, and on all their

affairs, . This evil blights the whole man, bedy.

and soul, and casts its mildew on -everything
connected - with him. However an individual.
may have been adorned by all the graces which
elevate humanity, let him fall into intemperance,
and it will work a total change in his entire ‘dis-
position and chavacter. Ti will dry up-every good-
quality-in his heart, and speedily drag him down
to degradation and roin. The. hilarity  of the
inebriate is but the frenzy of a madman.. It
will bwm brightly for a fow brief moments, and
then: suddenly golout in blackness, leaving its
victim a prey to a desolation and horror inde-
scribable. The pathway of the drunkard is filled
with- darkness and .terror, and terminates in a
death the most awful that can agonize. humanity.
Such is the punishment God brings upon those
who violate the wise and wholesome law of
sobriety. : .

4. The.only safety to be found from the evils.
of internperance, is in tofel abstinence from “all.
that can possibly intoxicate. They who drink at.
all of the inebrjating cup, as a beverage, however



P

7
MAN’S DUTIES. 111

seldom or sparingly, place their feet direcly in
the only path that can lead to confirmed intem-
perance. Avoid it eutirely —let not the first
glass, the first drop, pass the lips. So long as
this tule is lived up to, all is safety and hope.
Let it be broken, on any occasion, or on any pre-
text, and a future, dark and dismal with unutter-
able wretchedness, presents itsell immediately to
view. t

B. There are fow duties devolving on man of
a mote important nature than a proper observance
of the Sabbath day. ‘The requirement of God,
that such a day should be observed, originated in’
a thorough knowledge of human nature, its capac-
ities and wanis, It is essential to the health of
thebody., Consfant, unremitting labor and toil —
ceaseless anxiety, day after day, without interrap- -
tion, in regard to the business affairs of life —
exert an influence highly deleterious, and which
will destroy health, and lead to an early death,
The body, the mind, must have relaxation from
toil and care, in addition to the hours ‘of oblivion
passod in sleep. They must be allowed stated
periods of conscious rest, of quiet and peaceful
repose, that their energies may gather new
strength and elasticity, to go out agamn to the
siruggles of the world, A wise Providence has
made provision for this want, in the institation

10
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of the Sabbath. Iis observance has been made
; obligatory upon us for our own benefit. This
£y requirement exerts a most healtbful and exalting
influence upon individuals and communities who
gomply with its injunction. Peace, harthony,
intelligence, virtue, Teligion, and a salutary public
morality, prevail to the highest degree, where the
Sabbath is the most generally respected and
observed, But in those eommunities where it is
neglected and violated by the great mass of the
! people, or made a day of mere recreation and
e amusement, vice, immorality and licentionsness
. +of every description, exist to the widest extent,

and inflict their direst evils on society. . A habit-

Py . uallisrespect of the Sabbath, naturally, and almost
b necessarily, leads - o a weakening of moral
!‘ e testraints, and results, in due time, in the induls
%‘ gence of the worst species of iniquity.

{ 6. Intimately connected with the observance

of God. This is the most important and sacred

obligation resting on intelligent and moral beings,
_ " The Creator calls upon s, through his revealed
a word, to worship him in public observances, Ps.
' ¢ 1—B. As cbedient subjeets of a wise, watch-
L - fol and beneficent Ruler —as dutiful children of &
. provident and loving Parent— we are bound to
yield obedience to this requirement. This obli~ '

|
"
l x of the Sabbuth, is the duty of the public worship
1
1
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gation 13 binding on the simple ground of gratis .
tude. From the heavenly Father we have
received the boon of life, and the high endow:
ments of soul which elevaie us above the brute
races. From him cometh protection, health,
strength, our capabilities, privileges and blessings.
Creatures thus indebted for all they possess and
enjoy are. bound, by every consideration that can
move the human heart aright, to engage in acts
of public worship, in prayer and pra,ise to this
bountiful Giver of all good. He enjoins lt, as
some retum fot his mercies, :

5. The influence of public worship on those"
engaged in it is highly salutary. K diverts the
attention from the irritating cares and the sordid
pursuits of life ; it turns the thoughts from the dust,
the turmoil and strifes, of the business world, and
elevates them to a higher sphere, and 2 serener
atmosphere. It lifts the soul up toa contempla-
tion of God and divine things — excités within it
an admiration of the beneficent and holy prinei-
ples which govern the Creator in all his works
and ways, and makes impressions on the heart
of the*most purifyingand beneficial description.

8.. It is true, God can be worshipped sincerely
in private. But how many would worship him
at all; how many would listen to a prayer, or-
themselves breathe a petition to their Maker, or
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utter a word of thanksgiving; how many would
adore him in anthems of praise ; if public worship
should be abolished? In respect to a large class,
even in the most religious and enlightened com-
munities, the question Hes between public wor.
ship and no worship. It s in this view, as well
as in many others, that the well-wisher of man
sees the utility of public assemblages for divine
praise. There is ne individual, whatever his

. moral condition, who can listen to the services
proper 1o the house of God, without experiencing
galutary influences, that will make him a better
man and a more useful citizen.

9. Ii is unquestionably the duty of every indi.
vidual to attend public worship, when the opportu-
nity for choice is presented, at the place where the
sentiments he approbates are proclaimed. Each

‘man owes as much as this, at least, to what he
believes to be the truth. Those who neglect this
duty — who, when a preference is practicabls,
yield their countenance and support io doctrines
they view as etToneous — sin against God, against
light, against truth, But where no opportunity-
for ciioice offers, and but one place of public wor-
ship can be reached, it is the duty of all who
respect their Maker, and would obey his require-
ments, 1o mm.gle theve with those who are prais.
ing God. It is better to worship the Creator:
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+ where more or less ervor is proclaimed, than not
to praise him at all. .
10. Nor should our vows be paid to God in

public only, In the family circle, prayer and
praise should be rendered to Him who is the gra-
cious Fountain from whence all blessings flow,
In every household an altar of praise should be
eracted, around which the members thereof shonld -
draw, at some stated periods, to unite their voices
and hearts in' thanksgivings to their Father in
heaven. And in the privacy of the closet, when
we seek, on our couch, the refreshing influences
of gentle sleep, the secret prayer should ascend to
God, in gratitude for mercies already bestowed,
-and to invoke his kind care and protection.

QUESTIONS ON LESSON XL

1. What iz another essential duty? What is as
necessary a8 it is to earn? - When is industry of little
avail? Under what eireumstances will a man’s labor

“be in vain?! What indicates a weak and vitiated
mind? For what shonld expenditures be made?! How
must the virtues he practised, to bestow their highest
advantages? What is said of practising either indus-
try, frugality or economy, alone? What is the effect
of nniting them %

2. at is frugality not? What need not a_ fru-

al man be?! How can he be generous and beneve-

. lent? What is one of the most useful virtues? When

doea it cease to be economy?! To what does it degen-
10%
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erate!  What kind of a disposition is thia? What fs
the true point at which to aim?! What is the golden
medium? ‘What do we become, the nearer we approach
this. standard ? . )

: 8. What is one of the most important dufies
devolving on man? How manifest are the evils of
internperanese ! Of what magnitude ave they! Are
the effeets of some vices coneealed for a season from
public observation? Is this the case with infemper-

. aneel Where are its effeets written? What doesi

this evil blight? On what does it cast its mildew?

© Will intemperance affeet those who are adorned by the

graces Which elevaté humanity? What change will
it work on such an one? What will it dry up? To
what will it speedily drag him down? What is the
hilarity. of the inebriate? How will it burn? What
will it then do? In what condition will it leave its
vietim? With what is the pathway of the drunkard
filled? In what does it terminate? In what light is
the wretchedness produced by intemperance to. be
viewed ! . : '

4. In what is the oaly safety to be found from the
evils of intemperance! Who place their feet in the
only path that can lead to intemperamce? What
should he avoided entirely? What is said of the first
glass —the first drop? What will he the eonsequence
of living up to this rule? Let it be broken, and what
ig presented to view ? : :

5. What is said of the Sabbath day?! In what
did God’s requirement to observe such o day ovig-
inate? What effect has its observance on the -
body? What is said of constani toil and ceaseless
anxiety? What will they destroy? What must the
body and mind have? What must they be allowed?
For what purpose? How has Providence made pro-
vision for this want? Tor what has an observance of
the Sabbath been made obligatory! ‘What influence
does this requirement exert? Wyhat prevail in those
communities where, the Sabbath is the most generally
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ohserved ! What exist in those communities where
the Sabbath is the most neglected, or ehsarved only as
a day of recreation? To what does an habitual disre-
spect of the Sabbath naturally lead? In what does it
result?

6, What is intimately connected with the observ-
ance pf the Sabbath? What is said of public wor-
ship ¥ For what does the Creator call upon us, through
his word? Repeat the passage in Psalms. What
are we hound to do, as obedient subjects and dutiful
children? Oun what ground is this obligation bind-
Ing? What have we received from the heavenly
Father? What elevates us above the brute races?:
‘What cometh from God! What are creatures thus
indebled bound t6 do?! By what are they bound to
engage in acts of public worshipl Does he enjoin

this? For what?

7. What ia the influenca of publie worship! Trom
what does it divert the attention ? From what does it
turn the thoughts?! T'o what does it elevate the atten-
ton?! To what does it lift ap the soul? What does
it excite in the soul? What impressions does it make
on the heart?

8. Can God be worshipped sincerely in private? .
Are there not many who would not engage in religious
serviees at all if public’ worship should be abolished?
Between what does the question lie, in respect to a
large cluss? What is it the well-wisher of man sees,
in this view? Does it ever make » man worse to
worship God T Would it not greatly advance the hap-
piness of the world, if all were constantly 10 attend tae
public worship of the Creator? “What influence
would it exert on every individwal? In what vespect
would it make him better! Are you constant in your
attendance on Divine worship?! If not, why not? s
your apology satisfactory te yourself? Should you
not seek to influence others 1o attend religious ser-
vices ? L
. 3. Where is it the duty of every individual to




118 . MAN'S DUTIES.

attend worship? When'is this his duty? To what
does each man owe as rauch as this? Who and what
S do those sin against who negleet this? Ts it manly,
v honorable, or right, to yisld countenance to doctrines
: you beliove to be erroncous? Is it proper to support
them when opportunity offers to support the truth?
How would you act, in this case? What i3 your duty
when but cne plaes of worship is within your reach?
Is it not better to worship God where some errors are

proclaimed than not at all?
: 10. Should our vows be paid to God only in public?
' What should be rendered in the family circ{e ? " What
should be erected in every household? 'When should
the members draw arcund this altar? What should
L .thay there dot  When should the secret prayer ascend
!f . to God? TFor what!
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LESSON XIIL
ON REPENTANCE.

"1. Tas duty of Repentance is e?ﬁemed through.
out the-Beriptures. It is obligatory on all who sin.
When an individual wilfully violates the laws of

" God, he falls into a state of mind and heart de-

structive of all true happiness. It is a condition
of darkniss, hardness, and moral ignorance. The
soul, in this situation, can no more experience
pleasure, than the body can be the medium of -
enjoyment while filled with disease, The Father
of spitits, aware of the wratchedness which flows
from sin, instrocts us, in the gospel, of its poison-
ous nature ; and, while mflicting a just chastise-
ment for its commission, calls upon us to turn
from its dangerous paths. When men, under the
light of -this instraction, and the influence of this:
chastisement, become thoroughly convinced of the .
avil nature of wickedness, and of the posture of op-
position in which it places them to the governmaent
of the wisest and best of Beings, their hearis are
overwhelmed with sorrow that they had ever
become its servants. They abandon it forever,
and seek for the pleasant and peaceful ways of
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e righteousness and troth. |Thisabandoning of sin
P and error, is, in the Bible; denominated Repent-
[ ance.
2. Let it be remembered that génuine repents
v ance is not merely a sortow that our sins have
been detected agd punished. Nor does it lead {0 a
vestraint of vieious practices, solely through fear
; of the consequences of an indulgence. Such
Lo ‘sorrow and restraint may be exhibited by those
i whose hearts are full of the love of sin. There
is no virtue, no merit, in such a frame of mind.
Let the fear of punishment be removed from those:
acting under such influences, or let them believe
they can transgress without detection, and they
will unhesitatingly fall into the depths of licen-
tiousness. True repentance grows out of a detes-
{ation, an utter Tepugnance, of sin jtself—a
realization of its opposition to the nature of God
and his commandments —a sense of its desiruc-
L tive effects on human happiness—and of the
i} . -7 degradation into which it plunges the soul,
Hence the shame, the contrition, the sorrow, of
sincere penitents, that they have ever given room
* to so black an evil Though ali punishment for.
sin should be abolished, they would no more-
become guilty of it than they would defile them-.
selves with the most offensive filth of the'earth. .
" 3. Repentance doos not save from punishment. -
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God has indissolubly linked punishmentwith trans.

© gression. W'hen once sin has been committed, the

punishment justly due mustand will be inflicted.

No possibility of escape has been left open.” “ Be

sure your sin will find you out”() #Though
hand join in hand, the wicked shall net be. unpun-
ished.”(!) God has ordained that punishment
should be sure and unfailing, because it is
demanded by the good of the sinner. It is
designed fo bring him to reflection on the charac-

ter of his doings, and to lead him to amendment

and reformation. Hence, to save from punish-
merit, would be fo the sinner’s injury, and not to
his benefit.

4. Instead of saving from punishment, repent.
ance Is in part a fruit of punishment. The

chastisements inflicted for wickedness, together
with.an understanding of the evil nature of sin,

and a sense of the goodness of that Being who
has forbidden its indulgence, are the direct causes
which lead to repentance. The act of true
repentance is painful in jtself, accompanied, as it
ever must be, by a sense of shame and regret, in
view of guils incurred, Thiz is one of those

 bitter effects of sin which go to make up its

punishment,

(1) Num. xx=ii. 23: (2) Prov. xi, 21.
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5. The change wrought by repentance must
he experienced by every individual who has ever
committed known and wilful wmkedness, before
salvation and happiness evn be experienced. In
no world, in no state of being, can 2 soul, involved
in sin, be brought to a parsicipation in the enjoy-
meénts of heaven, until it emerges from the love
and practice of vice, to the pure atmosphere of
virtue and holiness, through the gate of repent-
ance. 'The longer this work is delayed, the more
difficult will be its accomplishment, and the more
painful the process, Those who die steeped in
sin will find the same Great Rule‘in operation
hereafter. A change of worlds works no change
in the govermment of God.. The sanie require-
ments hold good there as here. The sinful
soul can find no substantial happiness there, until

Tepertance, sorrow, grief, shame, contrition for

past follies, are experienced, and the heart is
brought fo the cherishing of the principles of-
goodness and holiness. - Let none delay, under the
mistaken délnsion that repentance, in other states
of being, will be granted on terms more favorable,-
or accompanied by any less paln and sorrow, than
in this life. They only are truly wise, who, having _
falien into sin, turn from it immediately by repent-
ance, and forever abandon it, for principles of
righteousness. These alone can yield true peace '
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and joy. . Wisest of all are they who commit the
least sin. They will experience the least of the
sorrows of repentance.

QUESTIONS ON LESSON XIIL

1. Where is the duty of repentance enjoined? On
whom is it obligatory ! Into what do those fall who
violate the laws of God? 'What kind of a condition
is it?” What comparison is made of the soul in this
gitnation? Can 2 diseased body be the medium of en-
joyinent? Ts the soul diseased while involved in sin?
JIs a diseased soul happyt  Of what is the Tlather of
spirits aware? What does he insiruct us, in the gos-
pel!  Doeshe inflict punishment for our sins?  What,
at the same time, does he call upon us fo do? What
effect have his instructions and chastisements on the sin-
ful? Tn what posture does sin place men? What
effect does a sense of these things have on their hearts ?
Of what does the wicked man become the servant?
When convineed of the evil nature of sin, how do men

roceed ! For what do they seek - What does the
ible denominate repeniance !

2, 'What is not repentance ? Does it restrain from
vieious practices through fear solely? By whom may
sach restraint be exhibited? What is there not in such a
frame of mind? Tn what case would they fall into licen-
tiousness?! From what dees true 1epentance grow?
Is sin in opposition 1o God and his commandments
What effset has it on human happiness T Tnto what doss
it plunge the soul? What do sincere penitents feel?
What effeet would it have on them, were all punishment
for sin abolished

3. Does repentance save from punishment? With
what has God linked transgression?! When once sin
has been committed, what follows? Ta there any escape
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left open?. What passage’ is quoted from Numbers?
What is the meaning of this passsge! Repeat the
pastage from Proverbs, Can thers be any doubt us to
the meaning of ihis passage? How do you under-
stwud it? What has God ordsined? Why has he thus
ordained? To what is punishment designed to bring
the ginner? To what will It lead him ?  What, then,
would be the effect of saving from punishment? "Would
2 wise God thus screen the sinful to their injury? -

4, Of what is repentance, in part, the froitt
What are the direct causes which lead to repentance?
Does 2 sense of God’s goodness have a tendency to
soften and purify the wicked heart? What is eaid of
the set of repentance? With whatis it always accome
panied? What is this shame and regret?

6. What must be experienced by those who have com-
mitted wicked acts?  Before what must this change
be passed through? From what yust the soul emerge
before 1§ ean participate in the enjoyments of heaven?
Must thisbe the case in all worlds and states of being ¢
Through what must it pass in thus emerging ? What
will be the effect, the longer this work is delayed?
What will those find who die steeped in gin? What
is not. changed by a change of worlds? What holdg
good hereafier, as well as here?  "When can the sinful
soul find substsotial happiness hereafter? In what

. eondition must the heart be breught? -What 1s a mis-

taken delugion?: Shonld we delay repeniance here,
under this delusion? Who are truly wise? For what -
shoyld sin be immediately abandoned? What ean .
alone yield peace and joy? Who are wisest of all?
Of what will they experience the Jeast?
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LESSON XIIL
THE NEW BIRTIL

1, Tue New Bireis a docirine of the gos-
pelof Christ. It isenjoined in the most emphatic
manner, “Marvel not that I said unto thee, ye
must be horn again*(') This change, of & New
Birth, is not made necessary by any imperfection
in man's moral nature at his natural birth. Every
heman being is born into the world in a condition
of putity and innocence — ag sinless and uncon-
taminated in spiritas an angel in heaven. Were
they to remain so— were they instructed arightin
God’s truth,and their feet kept continually in the
path of righteousness by proper training— there
would be up necessity for a mew birth. They
would already be in a condition where no moral
change would be needed. It is the fact that man-
kind fall inio ervor and sin, on arriving at years
of -accountability, that renders another birth, a
moral birth, necessary. .

2, Itis not to be supposed that the New Birth
consists in any miraculous change in the human
heart. If this. were so, then men would be ig no

{1\ Tohu i 7,
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wise blameworthy for not experiencing it; for
they cannot, consistently, be required to work a
miracle on themselves. The Seriptures do not
represent the New Birth as miraculous in is na-
ture. WNeither can any evidence be seen, in the
disposition or the actions of those who have ex-
perienced it, denoting that a supersatural change
has talken place. No new. power ia imparted.
‘They possess the same nature, the same capaci-
ties, the same passions, as before. True, the
natural powers and passions are governed differ-
ently, and hold another relationship to each other.
The spiritual and moral capacities, being in the
ascendency, exercise a controlling influence over
the whole man, instead of the lower passions, as
formerly. It is the same man after the New
Birth as previous to it, but managing and exel-
cising all his powers and capacities in a different
manner, and devating them to purposes of another

" nature,

3. The ¢ New Birih” was an expressive
phraze, used by the Redeemer, to denote a pass-
ing from error to fruth .— from sin to righteous-
ness, It signifies a change of opinion —a reno-
vation of the heart, of the moral principles, of the
entire life. Those who are involved in ertor —
who entertain narrow and darkened conceptions
of God and his charaeter, of Christ and his '

. mission, must he brought to a knowledge of gospel
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truth, They must be led to a helief in the
Creator, as the affectionats Father of all spirits,
in time and eternity; and in Jesns, as the faith-

ful and successful Saviour of all mankind. This
" beautiful and heavenly faith must be allowed to
exert its gemial influences on them — enlarging
all their affections, elevating their principles of
action, purifying their passions, filling their hearts
with love to God and love to men, and leading
them into the cheerful practice of the Christian
gracesand virtues. 'When men have been brought
into this faith and practice, they have experienced
the New Birth. 7

4. This change — this New Birth —is indis-
pensable to man’s elevation and perfection in hap-
piness.  * Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God”(") The word “again” is translated from
the Greck, *amothen,” which signifies * from
above.” ‘The passage would more properly read,
# Except a men be horn from above, he cannet
see, or enter, the kingdom of God.” Being born
from above, should be understood as being brought
into the adoption of the Spirit of God, which is a
spirit of love, ¢ Beloved, let us love one another ;
for Jove is of God ; and every one that loveth, ds
Gorn of God, and knoweth Ged.”(*)

(1) John iii, 3. (2} 1 John iv, 7.
I1*
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5, « Thekingdom of God,” and * the kingdom
of heaven,” signify the spiritual kingdom which
Jesus established on the earth, and which includes
his reign, both here and hereafter. Tt is a king-
dom of * righteounsness, peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit.”(") A kingdom where men do right in all
their ways — where they experience peace and
joy forever, in exercising the holy spirit of love
toward God and all their fellow-creatures, How
can one, whose mind is darkened by error—.
whose soul is steeped in selfishness and bitter-
ness — whose heart is filled with spiritual pride,
sell-righteousness and exclusiveness — o, Whose
sinful passions rage for hrutal gratifieation — find
any congeniality o enjoyment in such a kingdom ?
Christ’s kingdom is a spiritual kingdom —a
kingdom of truth, purity and love —and can be
enjoyed only in the spirit. Henc®the impossi-
bility that a heart can find any happiness in such
a kingdom, while filled with haughtiness, with
exclusive pride, or with wickedness. Before such.
a soul can enter that kingdom of holiness and
Jove, and participate in its nnspeakable -enjoy-
ments, it must emerge from jts bondage to error,
pride and passion, cast off its love of &in and evil,
and come under the influence of trath, virtue and
love. When it experiences such a Tenuvaiion, it

(1) Rom. xiv. 17. .
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arises to & new sphere of action, enters, as it
were, & new existence, and finds sources of the
purest and swesetest happiness, totally unknown
before. This ig the change which the Saviour
expressively represents under the figure of & New
Birth.

6. Until those who have fallen into an exclu-
sive spirit, or the love of sin, experience this New
Birth, it is a moral impossibility for thern to find
the substantial peace and unalloyed felicity for
which their souls constantly hunger. All search
for happiness in any other direction will e in vain.
Wander where they will, in this world, or in any
mode or state of existence, discontent and restless
anxiety will ever accompany them, until, by the
forsaking of error, the casting out of selfishness,
and the abandonment of sin and all love of i,
they become fitted to enter wpon the high and
holy assoctations and enjoyments of Christ’s
peaceful kingdom. The moment this is done,
whethet here or hereafter, the soul finds rest from
its anxieties, relief from its pains, and enters into
serene and unalloyed enjoyments, Do we desire
such enjoyment in this life, at this hour? The
wayis open, Let the heart and mind experience
the renovating change which is requisite, and lo!

the Yingdom of God is open to our approach.
We can immediately enter and participate m its

rich and endless treasures.

i
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QUESTIONS ON LESSON X1IL

1. What is a docirine of the gospel of Christ?
Tn what manter is it enjoined? What wes the lan-
guage of the Saviour on this subject? By what is this
change not made necessary? 1In what moral condi-
tion is every human being born? Are they ginless !
In what case would there be no necessity for a, New

 Birth? In whet condition would they already be®

Whai do menkind fall into? What does this render
necessary ? ‘ -

3. 1In what is it not to be suppesed the New Dirth
consists? T it wos miraculons, would men be blame-
worthy for not experiencing it} Can men be yequired
towork a miracle on themselves?  What is said of the
Seriptures? Do men’s actions, after experiencing the
New Bivth, indicate a supernatural change?  Are new

powers imparted? "What do they possess?  Whatis 7

snid of the natural powers and passions? Which are
in the ascendency? Do the lower passions then eXer-
cign their former influence? Is it the same man afier
the New Birth as before? How is he different?

"%, What was the tice made by the Redeemer of the
phrage ¢ New Birth ™ What does it signify? "To
what must those ba brought whe are involved in erfor ?
To what belief in the Creator mnat they he led? To
whag betief in Jesus? VWhat influence must this faith
ba allowed to exert on them? What effect must it
produceon their affections? What effect on theiy prin-
ciples of action? On their passions ! With what
must it fill their hearts?  Into what must it Jead them?
When brovght into this faith and practice, what will
they have experienced? - :

4. 'To what is ihis change, of the New Biyth, Indls- |
ensable? What is the passage quoted from John?
rom what is * again’’ trapslated? What does it

signify? How would the passage more properly read?
How should being born from above he undexstood ?

What is the spivit of God? Repeat the passage from

1st John. : :
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" 5. Are the phrases** kingdom of God" and ¢ king-

dom of heaven*" synonymots in meaning t Whatdo they
signify ! Did Jesus estoblish a spiritval kingdom?

What does it include? Whatkind of 2 k'mgdom ig it?

What are the actions of those who are in this spirituat
kingdom? Whas do they forever exercise towards
God and all their feflow-creatures? What do they
experience in cherishing such a spirit? Can one,
whose mind is darkened by error, find enjoyment in
such a kingdom? Or one whose soul is steeped in
selfishnesst  Or whose heart is filled with spiritual

ide?  Orwhose sinful passionsrage for gratification?

hat are the characeristics of Christ’s kingdom?
How can it be enjoyed? Can a wicked and hating
heart find enjoyment in pwity and love? Hence the
impossiBility of what? VWhat must take place before
such a soul can entsr and participate in the enjoyments
of the kingdom of holiness and'love? When it has ex-~
perienced such 4 renovalion, to what does it arise? On
what does it enter? ‘What does it find? Under what

. figure does the Saviour represent such a change? Can

this change be experienced, and this kingdom be en-
tered, while in this life T 'What is said in Mark i, 15%
What in Loke x. 97 Shosld we not strive 10 enter
this kingdom immediately !

fi.  What is it an irapossibility for those to find whe
have fallen into an exclusive spivit, or the love of sin?
What must they experience before they can find sub-
stantial peace?! With what success will they search
for happiness in any other divection?! Wander where
they will, what will accompany them? How long?
How can they become fitted for Christ’s kingdom?
What follows, the momens they are thus fittedt Can
it be done here or hereafier? Do we desire such en-
joyments now? Can we obtain them? What must
the heart and mind experience? What then is opened !
‘What can we do ¢
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LESSON XIV.
ON FORGIVENESS.

1. Man, liable as he is to imperfection and
sin, should seelk Forgiveness of God for his own
wickedness, and should extend Forgiveness to -
those of his {ellow-beings who offend or injure
‘him. These duties are clearly enjoined in the
New Testament, In order to be prepared to dis--
charge these obligations in a proper manuer, it is
important to have a clear understa,nding of the
nature of forgiveness, :

2. Tt has been sapposed by many, that for- -
giveness, pardon, remission, (which are words of
similar meaning,} signify the saving of the guilty
from punishment which they justly deserve. This -
may be their frequent meaning, when used in
reference to the penalties inflicted by human gov-
ernments. Being exceedingly impexfect, and liable
to err, in adjusting punishment to crime — some- -
times pronouncing sentence too severe, at other
times too lenient — human tribunals are compelled
to modify and remit punishment; to add to its
sgverity, or save entirely from its infliction, after
it has commenced, as circumstances show the
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.
incorrectness of the original sentence, or the
necessity of some palliation. But it will be per-
ceived, that the exercise of forgiveness or pai'don,
in this sense of remiiting punishment, grows,

.. necessarily and alone, out of the imperfection of

human governments. ‘
3. Such a construction of forgiveness cannot
be applicable io the Divine administration. God's

_ government Is infinitely perfect. He needs no

such use of forgiveness or parden as to rectify
mistakes in inflicting his punishments on the
guilty, or to modily the penalty he at first

. designed to send upon them. He makes no mis-

takes in his dealings, He knows the exact condi-

tion of the sinner’s heart, and precisely how much’

punishment he deserves. And that amount of
punishment only, he inflicts upon him. There
ean, then, be no opportunity, in an administration
so perfect, for forgiving or remitting punishment.
This is more clearly seen when the nature and
ohject of punishment is called to mind, Tt is not
inflicted to injure the sinner, but to benefit him;
to bring him to repentance, reformation, and hap.
piness. To save the transgressor from punish-

ment inflicted for such a purpose, would be an
evil to him, and nota favor,

4. The forgiveness or remission of pumsk-
ment is not a Scripture doctrine. There is not a
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passage in the Bible where forgiveness and pun-
ishinent are spoken of as gonnected together. I
forgiveness signified saving from punishment,
then the word of God would contradict itself. For
it declares, in the strongest language, that there
is no escape from punishment.(') Forgiveness,
m the Bible acceptation, and in the govermment
of God, is the forgivensess of sin — the remitting
or pardoning of guélz,

5. To forgive sin, in the Divwte adminijstra-
tion, is to wipe out the remembrance of sin, and
not to lay up the fact of the sinner's guilt, to be
held as a continual charge against him.  To par-
don or forgive a guilty soul, is to restore if to the
favor and approbation of God, which it had lost
by transgression. It is to bring the sinner back
to the same standing, in the estimation of the
Judge of all, that he oceupied before he trans-
gressed. When a being possessing a moral
nature, does a wrong, an evil act, he feels that
there rests in the hosom of the one sinned against,’
8 disapprobation, a condemmation of his deeds.
The consciousness of this fact makes him unhap-

. py;and that unhappiness is in exact ratio with
the goodness of the being thus sinned against,
and the favors and blessings received from him.

(1) See Prov. xi.2l. Rom. ii.8,9. s ijfi.1l. Ex
xXxiv. 7.
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For an offender to be forgiven, is to be assured
by the being against whom the sin has been com-
mitted, that he has wiped out the offencs, restored
him to his approbation, and esteems him as high-
1y as before the offence was committed. This is
the Secripture doctrine of forgiveness.

6. The term on which God grants forgive-
ness, is sincere and genuine repentance. Not a
repentance or sorrow because sin has been dis-
covered, or may be, and that punishment will be
inflicted, That is a spurious repentance, which
is of no worth and no avail. True vepentance is
that which grows out of a sense of the evil nature

“and the enormity of sin itself; and which begets
such a feeling of shame and regret at having trans-
gressed the laws of a wise and good Father, asleads
10 a hatred of sin ever after. Such a repentanee
merits forgiveness of the sins committed, and
receives it ; and those thus forgiven, are restored
to the commendation and favor of God.

7. Remember, then, that forgiveness is not the
remitting of punishment, Nor are men forgiven
or pardoned by God, sitply decause they have
been punished. The one of these things grows
out of the other. The righteons Ruler above,
inflicts hiz punishments on the guilty for all their
ging, without allowing a4 possibility of escape,

This punishment, together with other influences,
12
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{=uch ag the goodness of Glod, and the instructions
of Christ,) induces repentance in the heart of the
transgressor —a loathing of sin itself, And
tepentance fits the soul for the forgiveness of sin
from the hand of God. He blots out the itrans-
pression, and restores the erring one to his approv-
ing smiles.

8. Receiving forgiveness from our Creator on

" these terms, we should be willing to grant it to our

offending fellow-beings on the same conditions:
When our neighbors wilfully injure us, either in
person, reputation or propetty, we should in no
case refaliate, nor cherish revengeful feelings, nor
lay up animosity’ or hatred against them. While
they spersist in cherishing the wicked spirit by
which they were led to commit evil upon us, we
cannot forgive them. That wicked spirit will he
their torment, day and night, while they harbor
it in their breasts. But when they repent of
their wickedness — when they regret in their
hearts their conduct towards us, and acknowledge
their wrong — then we are bound to forgive
them, The rememhrance of their offence should
be put away, and they should be restored to our
friendship and favor. ' {
9. In his Sermon on the Mount, the Savicur
said, «If ye forgive- men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if’
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ye forgive not men their irespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses.”(’) If your
heart is sufficiently alive o Divine impulses to
forgive your :erring fellow-men their offences
against you, when they manifest sincere Tepent-
ance and sorrow, you ave in a fitting condition {o
receive - forgiveness of God, for the wrongs of
which you may have been guilty. But if you
refuse them your forgiveness, under such éirenms
stances, it indicates that you cherish a sinful
spirit in your own heart, which unfits yon for the
forgiveness of God. How long will he refuse to
forgive you? As long as you continue in a state
so hardened as to refuse to forgive those who
have injured you, and who deplore their evil acts,
and ask to be forgiven. While that hardness of
heart vemains, it will embitter your enjoyments,
and poison the cup of life. But when your heart
becomes softened to forgive your repentant broth-
er, then you will be In a proper condition teo
receive forgiveness from your heavenly Father.

QUESTIONS ON LESSON XIV,

1. 'To what is man [iable? What should he seek
of God? What should he extend to his fellow-beings?
Whera are these duties emjoined? What is neeessary
to discharge these obligations in o proper manner ¥

(1) Matt. vi, 14, 15.
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8. Are forgiveness, patdon and remission, . words
of similar impors? hat is it supposed, by some,
they signify ! When may thishe their meaning ? Are
human tribunals imperfect? What are they liable to
do?! What do they pronounce at some times?  What
at.other times? 'What are they compelled o modify
From what a%e they compelled sometimes to save?
Ars their seatences liable to he incorreci? From
what grows out the necessity of such an exercise of
forgiveness ! :

3. What cannot be applicable to the Divine admin-
istrationts How is God’s government? Of what has
hs no need?! Does he ever make mistakes? What
does he know?! What amount of punishment does he
bring upon the sinner? Of what can thers be no
necessity or opportunity? When is this move clearly
seent What is the object of punishment! What
effect would it have to sava the transgressor from pun-
ishment? . :

4. -What is not & Seripture doctrine? What pas-
sage is it said theve is not in the Bible? How would
the word of Guod contradict itself! What does it-
declare? What is forgiveness in the government of
God? Is this its Bible aeceptation ?

5. - What s it to forgive sin in the Divine adminis-
tration? What is it to pardon a guilty soul? Te
what does it bring the sinner back? When a being
possesaing & moral nature does wrong, what does he
feel T What effoct does this consciousness have upon
him? ¥n what ratio is that unhappiness? ‘What is it
for an offender to be forgiven? s this the Seripture
doctrine of forgiveness?

6. What are the terms on which God grants for-
giveness?  What kind of a repentance must it not he?
What deseription of repentance iz this? What is
true repentance?! What does it beget? To what .
does it lead? What does such a repentance merit?
To whot does such forgiveness restore those who
receive if! :

/
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7. What muyst bo remembered? For what are not
men forgiven? Trom what do these things grow?
What 1s.done by the righteous Ruler above® What
does he not allow ! What other influences are min-
gled with his punishments? What do punishment
and these other infiuences produce! What do they
cause him to lpathe? For what does repentance fit
the soul? What does God blot out? To what does
he restore the erring? ’

B., On what terms do we receive forgiveness from
our Creator? What should we be willing to gramt
our fellow-beings? On -what conditions? What
ghould we not de, when injured by our neighbors?
When can we not forgive them ! What influencs will
such a spirls have on them? Fow long? When ara
we boand o forgive them? What should be put
away ! To what should they be restored? -

9. What did the Saviour say, in his Sermod on the
Mount? When are you in a fitting condition te
receive forgiveness from God? If you refuse them
forgiveness, what doss it indicate? For what does a
sinful spirit in your own heart unfit you? How long
will God refuse to forgive you? What will that hard-
ness of heart do, while it remains? What will you be
in a condition io receive, when your heart becomes
softened to forgive >3)2:»1.11- repentant brother?

12 .
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LESSON XV.
THE RESURRECTION,

1. Tue Resurrection of the dead to an immor-
tal existence beyond the grave, is a leading doc-
trine of the New Testament. It is one of the
most important fruths ever made known to man,

- To believe that our being shall not terminate in

the tomb; that we shall not full into, the dark
embrace * of annihilation —to be assured that
death is but the door-way leading to another siate
of existence, where loved ones shall meet to part
no more forever —aflords a degree of peace and
consolation, a strength to endure the evils of life,
and a happy exit at the end of our days, which
can come from no other source,

2. The world is indebted to Jesus Christ for
this momentous truth, Mankind, in every age
and nation, have had some conception of a futnre
being, some indistinet belief in its reality. The
0O1d Testament, in many passages, clearly implies,
and in fact asserts, the reality of an existence
hereafter. But it was not until the proclamation
of the gospel, and the resurrection of Jesus from
the dead, that the doctrine of immortality was
revealed end illustrated, in a manner sufficiently
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¢lear to make it a ground of enlightened and com-
forting faith, Hence the Apostle declares that
Jesus Christ «hath abolished death, and hath
brought life and immertality to light, through the
gospel."() ' '

3. There is nothing in the raising the dead to
life, that should place it beyond belief, as an act
of the Creator, “Why should it be thought a

“thing incredible, that God should raise the

dead 27(®) That he has power to bestow sentient
life, our own existence affords the clearest proof.
It can require no more ability to cause the spirit
of man to live, alter the death of the body, than
to usher it intq being in the first place. And it
must he as easy for God to re-clothe it with an-
other body, fitted to a higher development of its
wonderful capacities, in an immeortal world, as it
wus to give it the present body. Having this
power at command, that he will exercise it, and
nsher mankind into another and more elevated
sphere of existence, we have the assurance of the
gospel, and the evidence of the actual resurrection
of Jesus Christ,

4. A, diversity of views exists in regard to the
process of the resurreetion. It is believed by
many, that the same body we have inhabited in
ihis life, will be raiséd from the dend, and

(1) 2 Tim. i, 10. (2) Acts-xzvi. 8.
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%
changed to an incorruptible and immortal body.
In the epinion of others, this hody of flesh and
blood, at death, crumbles back to the dust from
whence it came ; and, at the resurrection, the spivit
fs clothed with another body, adapted to its new

- state of being, and better capacitated to the exer.
. cise of the high qualities with which God" has
' endowed it. This latter view seems to be corrob-
L . orated by the language of the divine writer.
." #Then shall the dust return to the earth as it
" was; and the spirit shall refurn unto God whe
in gave it.”(") It is also favored by the description
which 8t. Paul gives of the change of bodies at
Fi the resurrection. * Thatwhich thou sowest, thou
sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain,
1 it may chance of wheat or of some other grain.
‘ But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him,
and to every seed his own body.*(*) There is,
however, but little, if any difference, in fact,
between the views expressed abovVe, as fo their
- results. ‘That a new, a different, and better body
is given the spirit at the resurrection, is the truth
asserted and established by both theories. Wheth-
er it is'the old body, changed into a new one of -
an entirely different natore, ot a body created
: expressly for the resurrection state, is a matter of
i1 small moment. '

(1) Eccl. xii. 7. (2) 1 Cor, xv. 37, 33.
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5. The #ime of the resurrection is a stibject
which has given rise to much speculation. *The
prevailing opinton has long been, that the resur-
rection of the dead will be 2 general and simul- |
taneous event—that none will enter upon an
immortal existence, until at some unknown period,
yet future, when all shall st once awake to 2 new

. life, and commence their eareer in another world.

6, Against this theory the followmg objections
haye been urged:—It involves the supposition
that the spirit of man remains in aneonscionsness

~ for a period of uiknown thousands of years—
that the Patriarchs and Prophets, the Apostles and
Fathets, have not yet tasted the blessings of an
immortal existence, but are all slumbering in &
species .of non-existence. When friends are
removed by death, the highest present consolation
which this view affords is, that they are resting
in an oblivion of indefinite duration. This theory
is contrary to the laws of nature. It would show
4 ugeless interregnmm in man’s existence, for
which a parallel eannotbe fourid in any other por.
tion of the works ‘of God. In all the processes of
nature there is nothing that rests an instant in an
inert and uscless condition, Ve, if this doctrine
is true, millions of intelligent heings remain inert
for ages, useless to themselves and to others.
Long periods of time, in which they might be

?
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actively engaged in beneficial employments, are
entirely thrown away. Moreover, such a 'state
of unconsciousness iz contradicted by the Serip-
tures. They speak of the dead as now living in
a vonscipus existence.  Now, that the dead are
raised, even Moses showed at the bush, when he
ealleth the Lord, the God of Ahbraham, and the
God of Isane, and the God of. Jacob. For he 1s
not a God of the dead, bui of the living ; for all

 live unto him.”(") Does not this passage affirm

that these patriarchs are now in a state of con-
scious being ? ]

7. Most of those, however, who contend for a
simultancouns resurrection, believe that, during the
time which elapses between death and the resur-
vection, the spirit exists in a disembodied state —
that although in conscious heing, yet it has no
body, Against this theory, alss, many serious
objections have been brought. How can we con-
ceive of a disembodied spirit? What is its
condition, its sensations, its employments? Is it
conscious or unconscions ¥ - What is the difference

in the condition of a spirit when it has no spirit-

ual hody, and vwhen it inhabits such a body? If
a spirit can be vseful and happy ina disembodied
state, why, after the lapse of some thousands of’
years, is it clothed again witha body ? If a body

(1) Luke xx. 37, 38,
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is essential to its usefulness and happiness, why
is its bestowment delayed so long? Why net
clothe the spirit with it at onee, at death? Why

.should Adam’ and Eve and the first generations,

be compelled to await their resurrection, in a dis-
embodied condition, until the last of their descend-

ants shall* have died? What objection could

there be fo their ‘entering immediately, at their

death, on a complete and permanent existence,

with a body fitted to such new scenes and duties
as may open before them ? _

8. These inquiries lead to the consideration of
another theory. A numnerous class helieve in
what may be terwed a continuons or progressive

resutrection. When the spirit is separated from

the present body, at death, it is. immediately
clothed with a new, incorruptible and immortal
body, and enters at once upon the experience of
an endless being. This view of the resurreciion
is believed to be consistent and reasonable; obvi-
ating many objections resting -against other theo-
ries. It saves the mibd from the unpleasant
indefiniteness, in relation to the condition of the
spirit between death and the resurrection, which
pertains to other views. It agrees with the gen.
eral analogy of nature, in its-wise economy ahd,
use of time, so directing that everything is in
active existence and constani employment. [t
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also corresponds with portions of the Seripture
: which allade {o those who have departed life, as
' being now in & consclous existence ; and especial-
ly with those passages in which St. Paul declares
that to depari from this life is to be with Christ.(')
9, The Apostle, in 2 Cor. v. 1, 2, does not
intimate thai when “our earthly house of this
tabernacle is dissolved,” or this body dies, we
must wait = long and unknown period of thne
: before we can be clothed upon with ancther body,
| “the building of .God.”” In this body St. Paul
'-? groaned, earnestly desiring to be clothed wpon
with a body from heaven. Would he have ex-
pressed himself in such language, if he believed it

- would be some thousands of years before he would
receive his body from heaven? When the same
Apostle, in Phil. i, 23, declared his desive to

i depart from this life and be with Christ, he clearly
i intimates his expectation of being with Christ, in
| g a conscions existence, dmmediately after death.
i Dr. Adem Clarke - quotes *from Synopsis Sehar
. the following, ag the belief prevailing among the
. Jews, anciently, on this subject: — ¢ When the
time dravgs' neat in which a man is to depart from
this world, the angel of death takes off his mortal
garment, and clothes him with one from Paradise,

in which he may see and contemplate the Supreme

(1) 2 Gor, v. 8, Phil. i 23.
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Wisdom, And, therefore, the dngel of death is
said 1o be very kind to man, becanse he takes off
from him the garment of this world, and clothes
him with a much more precions one prepared in
Paradize.” :

10. A large proportion of those who adopt the
theory of a continuous resurrection, believe that
the resurreciion is not solely an «er, but a state,
They insist that the meaning of the word © resur-
rection ” cannot consistently be restricted fo the
simple process of raising the dead to life, and
¢lothing them with an immortal body. But while _{
inclading this, it signifies an intermediate state,
in which the soul is elevated, lifted up, by divine
instruction and holy infiuences, and progresses in

& moral and spiritual life to uliimate perfection.
This resurrection state commences with each
spixit at its introduction into the future world. It
extends to the final consummation of the worlk of
Christ; when, having fitted all souls for the
indwelling presence of the Divine Spirit, God

-becomes “alf in all”() Ttisin this resurrection
state, (Whichals synonymons with his mediatorial
reign hereafter,) that the Saviour will complete
whatever is lacking in the instructions and influ-
ences of this world, to bringthe human race to
the perfection of holiness and happiness. - All

{1) 1 Cor. zv. 24—28.
13
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will need his aid. No one departs from life
entirely Atted for perfect purity and felicity. The
duration of this regurrection state cannot now be
known to us; buf, at its conchysion, Christ will
have brought ail spirits to the love and service of
" God, ’ ' .
11. St Panl dwell§ at greater length on this
resurrection state, and explaing move clearly its
processas and results, than any other Scripture
writer. (1 Cor.xv.) It was to this state, and s
reforming, clevating and purifying influences,
that the Redeemer especially referred, when he
said to the Jews—« Ye do err, not knowing the
Scripiures, nor the power of God. For in the
resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in
martiage, but are as the angels of Grod in heav-
en.”{‘) . .

QGUESTIONS ON LESSON XV. -

1. What is a leading doctrine of the New Tes-
tament?  What is the fmportance of this truth? Iz it
pleasant 1o belleve our existence will ferinate in the
tomb? Docs it impart any satisfaction to suppose we
shall fall into annihilation at death? Is it not more
joyful to believe death is the dovr-way o another state
of existence, and that we shall there meet beloved ones
to part no more? What does such a faith afford?
What kind of strength does it impayt? What kind

© of exit from lifs ? _

(1Y Matt. xxil. 29, 30.
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2. To whom is the world indebted for this truh ?

_Of what have menkind had-some eoeseeption and belief

in every age and nation! Whet &oes the Old Testa-
ment imply and assext! When wws this dncirine of
immortality revealed and illustrated? How was it
illusirated? How clearly was it revealed and illus-
trated? ‘What did the apostle declare !
3. Isthere anything in raising the dead to place it
beyond belief, as an act of the Creator? What is the
sage quoted {rom Acts?  What proof have we that
od has power to bestow being? hat ean require
no more ability T~ What must 1t be as easy for God to
do? Was it any great stveteh of power in the
Almighty to brind us into existence-here? Will it
Toquire .any more power in him to cguse us to live
hereafter? Has God thiz power at command? Of
what have we the assurance of the gospel? What

. evidence is there that God can and will Taise the dead?

4. T regard to what is there u diversity of views!?
What is the belief of many? What is the opinion of
others? By what does this latier view seem to be
corrohorated ! What is the passage quoted from Eccle-
siastes? By what is it also favored! Repeat the
words from 1st Corinthians. What difference in

resuli is there between these iwo views? What iz

asserted by both theories? What is a matier of small
mormnent ! E
4. What is said of the time of the vesurrection?
What has leng been the prevailing opinion ? )
6. Are thers objeciions urged againet this view?

“What does it involve? What would be the condition

of the Patriarchs, Propheis, Apostles and Fatheys, if
this theory was true! Where would they now bel
‘What would be the highest prasent copsolation, when
friends are removed by death? To what laws is this
theory contrary? What would it show? What g
said of all the processes of nature T If this doctrine is
true, what is the condition of milliona? What would
bethrown away! What might they be engaged int
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‘What is contradieted E{ the Seriptures? How do they
speak of the dead? Hepeat the passage from Lule.
‘What do you undexstand this passage as affirming ¢

7. What do most of those who contend for a simul-
taneous resurrection believe ! 'What have been hrought
againgt this theory? Can you conceive of a disembed-
fed spirit? What can you say as o its condition,
sensation, employments, and consciousness? What
ean be said of the difference between the condi-

tion of a spirit when it has not a body and when if

Can 2 spirit need a body when it can be useful

‘and happy withoutit?! If a body is needed, why is

not the spixit clothed with one immediately at death?
‘Whai, benefit would aserue to itself or to other beings
by allowing it to remain thousands of years without a
body? How will you answer the question respecting
Adain and Eve and the first generations? Can there
be any valid objection urged in zeply to the last inquiry
of the paragraph? What is the most ressongble view
on this subject ? :

8. To what do these inquiries lead? In what do
another class believe? What do they believe is done
with & spirit at death ¥ Upon what does it immediately
enter?! What is believed of this view of the resurrec-
tion? What doss it obviaste! From what does it
save the mind! With what does it agree? What
does natere diveot? With what does it also corre-
spond? Repeat the passages referred to in-2d Corin-
thians and Philippians.

9. 'What does not the apostle intimate in 2 Corx.
v. 1, 87 Will not his language bear sn opposite
construction? What did St. Paul earnestly desive
while groaning in this body? Did he net evidently
believe he would at deeth be mmmediately clotied with
a body from heaven! 'What did the same apostle
elearly intirnate in the passage in Philippians? Repeat
the language quoted by D, Clarke. :

" 10. What 1s belisved by a large portion of those
whe adopt the theory of a continuous resurrection?
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What do they insist in regard to the meaning of the
word ** resurrection”? While including this, what
does it also sipnify? When does this resuirection
commence with each spirit? To what does it extend ?
Into what condition will Christ finally bring all souls ?
What will God then become? Repeat the language
reforred tp in lst Corinthians.. With what is this
resurrection stafe synonymous?  What does the
Baviour complete in this resurrection state?! What
will all.need?! Areany, st death, entively prepared
for perfect puriiy and felicity? What is said of the
duration” of the resurrection state? To what wills
Christ have brought all spirite at its conclusion

11. Who dwells at grest length on the resurrection
state? What does 8t. Paul explain? Where is his
explanation to be found ? To what did the Redecmer °
refer in his language to the Jews? Repeat the pas-
sage quoted.

13%
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LESSON XVL
- MAN’S FINAL CONDITION.

1. TeE raising of the dead to an immortal
existence, is the act of God. Man is as entirely
dependent upon him for a future life, as he was
for the present. If the Creator had thought
proper, he could have so ordered it that every
htuman being would fall inte annihilation at the
death of the body, Hence it is in accordance
with his own will and pleasure, and = voluntary
act on his part, that he raises mankind, by the
resursection, to a new and endless state of being.

2, Did God design the immmortal life he be-
stows upon his creatuves to be a blessing or an
evil to them? When it is considered that he is
wise and good — that his nature is love —-it is
impossible to suppese, in consistency with his
character, that he would urge his creatures into
any existence simply for the purpose of making
them wretched.” No view can be-more dishonor-
able to our heaventy Father, or more abhorrent to
« truly Christian heart, than the supposition that -
‘0 will compel any of his offspring to live hereaf-

&, only to furnish himself with ar opportunity to



MAN'S FINAL CONDITION, 153

injure them forever, without the slightest reference
-to their good,

-3, The life that now is, was bestowed on the
human race as a blessing.  According to the plain
principles of analogy, and the dictates of reason,
a futiwe existence, from the hand of the same
.God, will be imparted to.' 2 similar purpose. An
dmmortal life raust be a gift from eur Maker,
Does he ever give to malke wreiched? If he
eould not consistently permit 2 class to live here-
after without enduring endless pain, he would, on
the common prineiples of charity and pity, have -
allowed them, at death, to sink into unoffending
oblivion. This would not have been an injary or
& wrong to any who might be permitted to live.
Why should a God of holiness, and a tender, lov-
ing . Father, eternally perpetuate sin and pain in
the hearts of his own children? If sin‘and pain
are to be Immortalized, God alone must do it
How abhorrent the supposition that he will perform
sucha work! The thought is in marked violation
of. all enlightened cenceptions of the nature of
the Most High. In every point of view, the fact
is most evident that the existence into which man
is ushered by the raising of the dead, is bestowed
by the Creator, as a favor and blessing on all who
experience it.

4, The resurrection musi necessarily exert an
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immediate and marked change on those who ex-
petience its transformation. The word ¢ Resur-
rection,” signifies o rising up —an improving
change. In no case has it the sense of a change

. for the worse, whether used in reference to a

physical or moral process, The resurrection of
the dead is, therefore, significant of g riising up,
a change of the dead to a new life, for their im-
provement and uliimate perfectmn ‘

b, The Scriptures assert, in the plainest lan-
guage, that a change of the most beneficial na-
ture will be effected by the resurrection, on all who
are raised from the dead. 8t Paul declares that
Christ « shall change our vile body, that it may
be fasoned like unto his glorious body, according
ta the working whereby he is able sven to subdue
all things unto himself”(*) The same Apostle
gives a more ruinute description of this change.
He assures us that, in place of a corruptible, dis-

honorable, weak, natural body, mankind shall be

clothed, at the resurrection, with an incorruptible,
gloricus, powerful, and spiritual body.(*} It can-
not be sapposed, with any propriety, that God
would give bodies, so angelic and héa,venly,
beings whom he compels to existin sin and mlsery
forever.

{1} Phil, 1L, 21, @)t Cor, Xv. 42—4d,
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8. Equally certain is it, that the resnrrection
must produce at once a moral and spiritnal change

_ for the better on the souls of those whom it ele-

vates o another existence. The clothing of the
spirit in a body possessing none of the appet;tes,
passions, or propensities, which led to sin in the
fleshly tabernacle — the entering into new and
strange scenes, and amid influences of a far
more elevated and purer nature than any existing
on earth—an intercourse and association with
higher and holier grades of beings—all these
things cannot but effect an immediate and marked
inflaence on any and all men, when they enter
upon the siage of another life.

7. The change, however, produced by the
resurrection, cannot properly be considered so

" great as to obliterate a recollection of the past, or

exclude the necessity of exertion for future im-
provernent, and higher attainments in knowledge,
holiness, and happiness. A remembrance of all
previous existence must necessarily accompany an
intelligent creature through every stage of being,
and in all worlds.  This is vitally essential to
identity. It is the only manner in which we can
know who and what we are. ‘This remembrance
is stamped indelibly on the tablets of the soul.
Whatever would obliterate it, would, practically,
&t least, ba an obliteration of the soul itself.
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8. Were it possible for the recollection of
past existence to leave the mind on entering the
resurrection state, our present life would be lived
invain. Itwould hereafter he a Blank leaf in the
book of our history. But thiy thought cannot be
entertained. Ii-s self-evident the Creator had a
purpose in view in causing man to comence his
being, and pass through this world, previous to his
entering another —a purpose bearing on his fu-
ture welfare, Hence, our experience here-—the
vicissitudes through which we are called —our
joys and sorrows, our prosperity and adversity,
our health and sickness —all must exert an influ-

ence ot oir condition im other states of beingq'

Clod has indissolubly linked the different siages
of man's existence together, in so wise an arrange-
meni, that each advancing stage accumulates
blessings from all the past, in addition to its own.
direct productive good. If one stage should be
blotted frorm this grand series, it would mar the
harmonious working of the whole, to cur serious
injury. TFaithfnl memory is the ‘chain  which
binds these succeeding states of being into one
great unity. '

9. True, in the light and knowledge of a high-
er world, the recollection of past life below will
occasion more or lesd of regret and pain. This
will be in the same degree that we have yielded
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ourselves the servants of sin and folly in this ex-
istence. This is one of the bitter froits growing
unavoidably from wickedness. Nor will this
regret be without good. Tt will but stimulate
to higher exertions for excellency and glory.
Nothing quickens a man so thoroughly to the
attainment of virtue and goodness, as a deep and
painful reinembrance of past transgressions a.nd
delinquencies,

10. But the recollections; hefeafter, of the
present life, while causing a degree of pain in
proportion to past follies, #ill also partake of mueh
that will bestow plensure. All the dear associa-
tions, the sweet memories, the bright and sunny
spots, of this chequered world, will still be cher-
ished with the greatest relish, and impart the
keenest delight.  Moreover, it will be by the aid
of past recollection that we shall hereafter be enas
bled to recagnize the dear objects of our love, and
coment anew the tender ties of affection which
death rends agunder here. All the fond delight
we shall experience in communing with them, and
recounting the past scenes in which we have mu-
tually participated, will flow as the direct fruit of
the vivid memory of this world.

11, Itdoes not seem consistent to suppose that,
on arising from the dead in the resurrection state,
all will be immediately in the same condition,
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either in atteinments, knowledge, or -happiness,

This might well be believed, could holiness, truth,

and goodness, or even happiness, be poured inte

the human heart, as a vessel is filled with water.

But the soul of man is so constituted, that it is

only by an exercise, a cultivation, a gradual ex-

pansion of its capacities, that knowledge and

holiness, and the happiness which flows from them,

ean be attained and enjoyed, Hence, while an

exchange of wotlds will elevate all men to the

possession of much higher advantages than any

enjoyed here, and will pgoduce a most favorable

change upon them; yet, their immediate moral

and intellectual condition, and consequent enjoy-

ments, will, to a good degree, depend on the
advancement made in this life, Those who have

cultivated their better fealings —who have assid-

upugly walked in wisdom’ ways, —who have

aimed at the highest attainments in goodness and

usefalness — whose minds have been illuminated

by a clear perception of the character of God, and

the principlés of his moral government——will -
necessarily be in a condition o advance more
rapidly in lknowledge and hdppiness, than in-
dividuals who have lived and died in selfishness
and sin.  This great fact forms one of the many
high inducements to a life of virtue, usefulness,
and {ruth, while sojourning on the earth,
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12, If these views are correct, it follows 'that
the course of treatment adopted towards those
who enter the irmortal world, will vary in accord-
ance with their moral and inteilectual condition.
While all will need the instruction of the Re-
deemer, and the influence of his divine spirit, these
will, in each case, be adapted to the peculiar wants
of the soul. As the spirits of men enter the
immortal world in all the various mental and
moral conditions in which we lmow they dia here,
it may be believed that each will be subjected to
sucha class of influences as will be mest favorable
to thelr lmprovement and elevation, ~ The disci-
pline through which Jesus, the great instructor,
will direct them, will be as diversified as the moral
and spiritual wants of the different hearts he wonld
inflaence. In no case can it be supposed to con-
sist of an infliction of physical pains and toriures,
the lowest and most brutal influence to which an
intelligent being can be subjected. But the dis-
cipline of the immortal world will' be of a high
and spiritual nature —suchi as can be effected by
the sweet and softening influences of the gospel,

.and the enlightening instruction of wise and pure
spitits, It will be such a discipline aswill instruet

the mind, porify the heart, bring its subjects to

realize the bittermness and enovmity of sin, and the
deepest regret for having permitied themselves to
14
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bacome its servants—- awaken within them a
~ hungering after trath and goodness, and lead them
to seek for their enjoyments in the exercise of
heavenly graces and virtues,

18. The competent schooktteacher classifies his
pupils according te their mental wants — metes
out to each such instruction as they are capable
of receiving ~—and thus leads them all along the
path of knowledge. No injustice is done to any
of the pupils. None are neglected. All are im-
proved and benefited. So the Redeemer of men,
faithfol to the work entrusted o him by the
Father,(") assisted by angels and good spirits, will
administer to all grades of human souls, as they
enter the immorta] world, such diseipline and
teaching as their condition requires, and as shall
influence them aright. As they improve, they
will aseend 1o higher positions and to greater en-
joyments. Thus Jesus, the Captain of Salvation,
will lead them upward on the great highway of
heavenly progression. Each will experience more
and more happiness as they advance in knowledge,
purity, and love; until all shall; at length, attain
to an entire development of their moral, religions,
and intellectual capacities, and stand, at last, upon’
a common level — an universal equality — in holi-
ness and felicity.

(D1 Johniv. 14,
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14. Then the resurrection state will close:
The work of Christ will be completed. He will’
be adored by earth's countless millions, and
crowned as the vietor over error; and sin, and
death. And, gathered around the throne of
Infinite Love, the redeemed and sanctified uni-
verse will unite in ascriptions of praise to God

. and the Lamh for evermore !

“ 0, the burst gates! crush'd sting ! demolished throne | )
Last gasp ! of vanguished Death,  Shout, earth and heav'n,
"This sum of good to man!

' Man, all-immortd], hail !

Hail, Héuven, all-lavish of strange gifts to man !
THINE all the glory! Man’s the boundless bliss1#

4

QUESTIONS ON LESSON XVL

1. Whose act is the raising of the dead? For
what is man dependent upon God? What could the
Creator have ordered if he had thought proper? In
accordance -with what does he raigse mankind to an end-
less state of being? Is this a voluntary act on his
part? ) ' : .

.2. Can it be supposed God designed immortal life
“te be an evil to any of his creatures? What should be
congidered in regard to his natnre? What Is it impos-
sible to suppose? What view would be dishonorable
to our heavenly Father? Would such a view be ab-
horrent to a Chyistian heart?! Is 1t to be supposed a
holy and henevolent Being would make his creatures
live again for any such monstrous purpose? |

3. Tor what was the present life bestowed? For
what purpose will a foture existence be imparted? On
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-what principles dees this conclusion rest? Must an

immorta] life be the gifi of God? Would he give that
which fills with wretchedness? * If he eould not permit-
% class to live hereafter without enduring ceaseless wos,
what would he have allowed ! On what principles
would he bave allowed this? Would this have been an
injury or wroug sto auy who wonld be permitied to
live? Would a.éGod of holiness immeortalize sin and
pain?  Would a loving Father do this in the souls of
his own children? What eon God alone do?! What
kind of a supposition s the idea that he will perform
such a work? What does such a thought viclate?
What fact is most evideng? Is this evident in every
poing of view!?

4. What change must the resurrection necessarily
exert! Onwhom? What does the word resurrection
signify? What kind of a chagge? Does it ever s=ig-
nify a change for the worse! Of what is the resurrec- -
tion of the dead significant?

5. 'What do the Scriptures assert? On whom will
this change be effected?  "What does S5t, Panl declars
that Christ will do? By the words ¢ our vile body,” did
the apostle mean only his body and the hodies of his
Philippian brethren? Did uot he mean all who have

 **vile bodies,” or all men? “Where does the apostle

give 2 more minute description of this change?! With
what kind of bodies does he assure us mankind shall’
be clothed at the resurrection, v place of our present

_eoryupiible, natural bodies? Can it be supposed God

would give such heavenly bodies 1o thoss whom he will
compel to exist in sin and misery forevey ?

6. What is it equally certzin the resurrection must
producet Wil this change be for the hetter? With
‘what kind of body will the spiris be elothed hereafier
Into whit seenes will the spirit enter? Amid what
influences will it be placed? With what kind of
beings will it have mtercourse? What influenes
fvgll1 all these things produce in entering on another

ife t
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7. 'What cannot this change nbliterite t What can
it not exclude? “What must nceessaxily aceompany ad
intelligent creaturs? Through what! To what is
this vitally essential? In what other manner can we
know who and what we are? On what is this remem-
brance indelibly enstamped? What would be the
effect of obliterating this remembrance ?

8. In what ease would our present life be lived in
vain? What would ithe hereafter?  Cau this thoughs
be entertained? What is self-evident? What bearing
does this purpose have? What must exert an influ-
ence on our condition herveafter ! What hias God indis-
solubly linked together! In what kind of arrange-
ment? What is done by each advancing step? What
would mar the harmonious working of the whole series ¢
What effect wonld this have upon vs?  What is faith-
ful memory? St

9. What will a recollection in the future world,
of past life, oceasion? In what degree will this
be felt? What is this regret? Wikl it be fruitless
of good? To what will it stimulate? What effect

- is produced by a painful remembrance of past trans-
gressions? -

10. Of whai will the future recollections of the
present life partake ! What will still be cherished with
the greatest velish ! "What will they impart? What
shall we be enabled 10 do by the aid of past reeollec-
tion? What shall we cement anew? What will flow
from the memory of this world?

11. What does it not seem consistent to suppose?-
How might this be believed? Is this the mannex
God imparts knowledge and truth? How is the soul
of man constituted? Doss happiness flow from knowl-
edge and holiness?! To what will an exchange of
worlds elevate men? What will it produce? On
what will their immediate mora] and intellectual con-
dition depend? Who will be in a condition to advance
the most rapidly in knowledge and happinesst Who
will be the least prepared ! What daes this great faet
form? 4%

3
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12. Do you think these views are correet? If theg
are, what follows?  Does the method of managing dif-
ferent persons in this life vary acgording to their eon-
dition of mind and heart? What will all need in the
immortal worldd? How will the Redeemer adapt his
instruction and his influence? In -what mental and
moara] conditions do the spirits of men enter the immor-
tal world? To what may it he believed each will he
subjected? Who will be their great insiruetor?
Throngh what will he léad them? ¥ow diversified
will be that diseipline? What can in no ¢ase be sup-
posed? | What kind of influence is exerted by physieal
gai'ns and fortures ! 'What will be the pature of future
iseipline?  May it nos be supposed Christ will employ
wise and pure spirits in his great work of instructing
and elevating the souls of men? What influence will
the disci%line of another world exert wpon the mind?

" How will it affeet the heart? To what will it bving its

sub{ects 1 What will it cause them to regret? What
will it awaken within them? To what will it lead
them ?

13. What is done by the competent school-teacher?

What does he mete ont to each?  Along what does he
thuslend them? Is injustice done to any of the pupila?
Are any neglecied? How are a}l influenced? Will
Jesus be faithful to the work satrasted to him by the
PFather? Can you describe that work in the languaga
of John? Wiﬁr he administer to all grades of souls?
What will he administer? When will he eommence
this ‘discipline and teaching !, In what direetion will
he thus Jead them?! On what will he lead them?
‘What will each experience? How rapidlyt To
what shall all, at length; attain? On what shall all
sfand at last?  To what will there then be an universal
equality ?
. 14, What will then clese? Whose work will
be completed? DBy whom will Christ be adored?
What will he be crowned? Who will be gathered
around the throne of Infinite Love! In what shall
they unite for evermore





