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John Green was born May 31, 1799 in Lyons, Wayne County, N.Y.  He 

removed to Cattaraugus County with his father's family and settled in Olean 
when he was about ten years of age.  His father, James Green, engaged in 

the lumber business there, erecting the first sawmill in the town of Olean.  
After remaining in Olean about five years, he sold out and removed to Little 

Valley, and there built the first sawmill.  After remaining there about five 
years, he sold out and came to Great Valley and built the first saw and grist 

mill in that town, where he lived for fifteen years; he then sold and removed 
to Illinois, where he resided till his death, which occurred in 1854.  John 

remained with his father till the latter moved West.  His education was 
limited to the common schools of Cattaraugus County. 

After his father left, John learned the millwright and carpenter's trade, 
and there followed his trade in connection with the lumbering business until 

about 1855 when he retired from business. 
On September 4, 1828, he was married to Lucy, daughter of Nathan and 

Mary Howe of Great Valley.  No children.  Mrs. Green was born August 16, 

1807 in the town of Phelps, Ontario County, N.Y. 
Mr. John Green was magistrate for four years, and commissioner of 

highways for several years, and was postmaster of Great Valley for nine 
years.  Was always a staunch Democrat. 

In religious sentiment, both he and his wife were Universalists. He died 
September 4, 1874.  His wife still survives him. 
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